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Historical Note from the Authors
This history of the Rotary Club of Belconnen Inc. was researched and developed in
two parts and hence the ‗Forward‘ comprising input from two Presidents and the
Charter President. The first part was commissioned by the then President Warren
Karle in his Rotary year, 2007-2008, and comprised most of Part One – The
Formative Years. The second was commissioned by President Rod Menzies in his
Rotary year, 2010-2011 as a means of recognising in some small way the 40th
Anniversary of the Club. We hope that this publication will give another strong
indication that the impact the Rotary Club of Belconnen has had, not only on the local
community, but nationally and indeed internationally. The camaraderie, fellowship
and contribution of all members over the years are quite amazing. We trust you find
it a good read.

John Sheldrick

Peter Oldham

Past President

Past President
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Foreword
John Sheldrick and Peter Oldham have devoted many hours in compiling this history
of the Rotary Club of Belconnen. It has required much research into early records,
and has resulted in a very readable and comprehensive account of the formation of
one of the most successful clubs in the district.
We were chartered as ‗Rotary Club of Canberra – Belconnen‘ in 1971. This was a
very exciting time in the development of Belconnen. Charter members were mostly
new to Canberra, in new jobs, living in new houses in new suburbs. Our children
were all becoming used to new schools; while their parents were busy attending
meetings to create new church congregations, Cubs, Brownies, Scouts and Guides etc.
Creating a new Rotary club was another challenge. At the interest meeting held on 17
November 1970, most of the fellows attending were strangers to each other, although
three of us were already members of the sponsoring club, Canberra North. Our
‗mother‘ club was itself new, having received its charter in January 1969. (The
Club‘s name was later changed to the Rotary Club of Belconnen Inc. as detailed in the
text).
It was my privilege to be our Club‘s first President, and to receive our Charter from
District Governor Keith Grainger at our presentation night on 17 April 1971. By this
time we had adopted our routine of weekly meetings and established the good
fellowship which has continued for thirty seven years.
The club has an enviable record of achievement, which you will see from the
following text. No less than five District Governors have been members of
Belconnen Rotary.
Belconnen Club has been involved in all aspects of Rotary activity. We were quite
early involved in student exchange; also RYLA and later, RYPEN. This latter was
indeed the brainchild of one of our members, David Southern, and subsequently
adopted by Rotary International.
Our Trash-n-Treasure markets on Sunday mornings have become legend, and other
Rotary clubs have followed our example after studying our methods. TnT has
become the main source of funds to finance the many projects our Club has
undertaken.
The following history contains details of all of our Club‘s undertakings over the thirty
seven years since we began. I take great satisfaction in being a small part of this
history.

Brian Daniell
Charter President
July 2008
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Rotary has been likened to a mighty river. Commencing as a small spring in Chicago
over 100 years ago, it has grown into a powerful confluence of over 32,000 clubs
throughout the world committed to serving humanity. The Rotary Club of Belconnen
is but a small tributary of Rotary, but its growth from a diminutive suburban club
chartered in 1971 into an organisation renowned today for its remarkable record of
service to the local and international community.
The achievements of the Rotary Club of Belconnen have been built on fellowship and
service. From its beginnings, our club has valued the contributions of all members,
partners, families and friends as part of a broader fellowship of service. Through this
fellowship and the insight and dedication of members to serve the community, we
have achieved remarkable success that has improved the lives of others.
It is with pride that we have asked Past Presidents John Sheldrick and Peter Oldham
to write a history of our club from its beginnings to the present. The pages that follow
tell a story of ordinary men and women who have strived to make a difference and in
so doing, achieved extraordinary things. Our history is the source of much pride but
more importantly, it provides our club with strong foundations and the confidence to
navigate the unchartered waters of the future and to remain committed to Rotary‘s
motto: Service Above Self.

Warren Karle
President 2007-2008
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This history shows how the Rotary Club of Belconnen has grown and matured with
the community it serves. Comparing the first few years with the last few will show
just how much the Club has evolved. By changing and adapting to the needs of those
we strive to assist we have been able to remain relevant and effective. Members past,
present and future can be justly proud of their achievements.
Members are pivotal to our ability to serve our community. Our member profile has
also changed over the years and reflects the community‘s expectations and values.
The first female member joined the Club in 1995. Now 25% of our members are
women and the balance will continue to equalise. Just five years after inducting our
first lady we elected our first female President. As we come to celebrate 40 years of
service our long standing, but ageing, members are welcoming and encouraging
newer and younger Rotarians. This constant renewal and injection of fresh ideas will
ensure our relevance for at least another 40 years.
On behalf of the Rotary Club of Belconnen I congratulate and thank Past Presidents
Peter Oldham and John Sheldrick for producing this thorough and invaluable history.

Rod Menzies
President 2010 - 2011
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Preface
“What you get from Rotary depends on what you put into it”

Rotary International
Rotary International (RI) is the oldest of the Voluntary Services organisations, having
been founded in Chicago, USA, on the 23 February 1905 by lawyer Paul Percival
Harris and three young businessmen friends, Silvester Schiele (a coal merchant),
Gustavus Loehr (a mining engineer), and Hiram Shorey (a tailor). Rotary is now the
world‘s largest association of voluntary service clubs, using the motto “Service Above
Self”. The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as the basis
of worthy enterprise. Clubs are autonomous but each embraces the Four Avenues of
Service, Community Service, Vocational Service, International Service and Club
Service. Each individual Rotarian also subscribes to Rotary‘s 4-Way Test – Is it the
Truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build Goodwill and Better Friendships?
Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?

Overview of Rotary International's leadership structure
Clubs
Rotarians are members of more than 32,000 Rotary clubs, which belong to the global
association of RI. Each club elects its own officers and enjoys considerable autonomy
within the framework of Rotary‘s constitution and by-laws.

Districts
Clubs are grouped into approximately 530 RI Districts, each led by a District
Governor (DG), who is an RI officer and leads about 50 clubs. The district
administration, including assistant governors and various committees, guides and
supports the clubs.

The RI Boards
The 19-member RI Board of Directors, which includes the RI President and
President-elect, meets quarterly to establish policies. Traditionally the RI President,
who is elected annually, develops a theme and emphasis for the year.

The Secretariat
RI is headquartered in Evanston, Illinois, USA, with seven international offices in
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, India, Japan, Korea, and Switzerland. The office of
Rotary International in the South Pacific, located in Parramatta, serves clubs and
districts in that region including Australia.
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The Secretariat‘s active managing officer is the General Secretary, who heads a 650member staff working to serve Rotarians worldwide.

Council on Legislation
The Council on Legislation, Rotary‘s ―parliament,‖ meets every three years to
deliberate and act upon all proposed enactments and resolutions submitted by clubs,
district conferences, the Rotary International Britain & Ireland (RIBI) Conference or
General Council, and the RI Board. The Council itself also makes proposals.

The Rotary Foundation
The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to support the efforts of Rotary International
in the fulfillment of the Object of Rotary, Rotary's mission, and the achievement of
world understanding and peace through local, national, and international
humanitarian, educational, and cultural programs. The Foundation does not support
any of the administrative overheads of RI.
Fifteen directors of The Rotary Foundation are appointed by the RI president, with the
agreement of the RI Board. The Trustees manage all business of the Foundation. The
Trustee chair, who serves for one year as chair, is the head of the Trustees. Each
trustee is appointed to a four-year term.

Chartering a new Rotary Club
Organising a new club is a dynamic and fluid process, involving the efforts of various
Rotarians as well as potential charter members. Although a sponsor club is not
required it is strongly recommended by RI. The sponsor club assists a District
Governor‘s representative in planning and organising the administrative processes of
the new club; helps organise the new club‘s programs and projects; guides the new
club in its development as a member of RI; reports to the DG as requested during the
club‘s first year; and serves as a mentor to the new club for at least two years after its
admission to membership in RI.
The Rotary Club of Canberra-North was appointed as the sponsor club for the Rotary
Club of Canberra-Belconnen in 1970, In late 1970, John Bischoff of the Rotary Club
of Canberra-North was appointed by the then DG, Keith Grainger, to chair a
committee committed to establishing a Rotary Club in Belconnen. The Rotary Club
of Canberra Belconnen was subsequently Chartered on the 11 February 1971.
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ACRONYMS USED

AIS
ANU
ARHRF
CCAE

Australian Institute of Sport
Australian National University
Australian Rotary Health Research Fund
Canberra College of Advanced Education (now Canberra
University)
CIT
Canberra Institute of Technology
CU
Canberra University
DG
District Governor
FAIM
Fourth Avenue in Motion
GG
Governor-General
GSE
Group Study Exchange
MUNA
Model United Nations Assembly
NCDC
National Capital Development Commission
NGA
National Gallery of Australia
NSSS
National Science Summer School
NYSF
National Youth Science Forum
PDG
Past District Governor
PHF
Paul Harris Fellow(ship)
PP
Past President
RAWCS
Rotary Australia World Community Service
RC
Rotary Club
RI
Rotary International
ROMAC
Rotary Overseas Medical Aid for Children
RYPEN
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
RYLA
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
SSE
Siemens Science Experience
TnT
Trash and Treasure Market
WDNWPTAC Western Desert Nganampa Walytja Palyantjaku Tjutaku
Aboriginal Corporation
YES
Youth Exchange Student

NOTE: Wherever appearing in the text The Club means the Rotary Club of
Belconnen.
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PART ONE – THE FORMATIVE YEARS
Chapter One
Establishment of the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen
―The fellows of Canberra Belconnen believe that the history of their club provides a
practical demonstration of the way in which Rotary grows from strength to greater
strength.‖
(Brochure for District 971 First Annual Conference 17-19 March 1978)

Introduction
The Rotary process for chartering a new club is outlined in the Preface of this history.
Generally the process was followed to charter the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen
but chartering a Rotary club has many other community and social issues involved.
The RC Canberra-Belconnen was not removed from these issues in its establishment
and initial membership and in the aims that it pursued. Indeed, the development of
community and social groups in the Belconnen area during the period of the 1960s,
70s and 80s, presented a special case due to the rather unique and relevant speedy
build up of Canberra.

Canberra 1970/71
The new national capital developed and expanded, especially through the period after
World War II. Gradually, suburbs were established to the north and the south and
beyond the more central but limited nucleus of suburbia, commerce and governance,
which had developed during the earlier pre World War II period and the decade or so
after that cataclysmic event. Broad plans saw suburbs and commercial and public
service hubs at Woden in the south and Belconnen in the north west of the established
and centrally located Civic Centre with its surrounding suburbs and the planned lake
nearby which was eventually filled and named Lake Burley Griffin.

Within the planned growth of Belconnen, suburbs were only progressively surveyed
and opened up as demand increased. Aranda, arguably the first suburb in Belconnen
was opened during 1969. Other suburbs further out from Civic including Weetangera,
Higgins, Hawker and Latham, were opened later. The Belconnen Town centre with
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its shops, commercial areas and offices began to appear during the early 1970s. Later
during the 1970s the suburbs of Kaleen and Giralang began to take shape. While
development followed a general planned progress of suburb by suburb under the
direction of the National Capital Development Commission, the pace and completion
of settlement meant that many suburbs were in different stages of development at the
same time. Roads, school, local shopping areas in each suburb and other amenities
tried to (and in some instances did) keep pace with the expansion. Schools in
particular and churches also, become focal points for community intercourse and
getting to know new neighbours. As people from across Australia gradually arrived,
commenced work and settled in Canberra, and each suburb came into being, a need to
build for neighbourly relationships and community considerations quickly evolved.
Many people, conscious of this, were prepared to take positive moves towards their
fulfilment.

The development of Canberra was based largely on coalescing Commonwealth
Government Departments, generally from Melbourne and Sydney, within Canberra. It
brought to Canberra those employed or to be employed in the public service, plus
those in private enterprise, that provided the ancillary needs of a growing society,
schools, transport, local industry, commercial and service interests.

All of these

enterprises brought a range of new citizens to the area, many from different parts of
Australia. It would be too bold to suggest a ‗pioneering‘ label to the expansion but it
certainly needed to have fostered and developed ‗from scratch‘ the neighbourly
qualities and community groups associated with the activities and relationships of
Australian suburbia and minor cities. These were the circumstances confronting and
supporting an opportunity seen by the Rotary District Governor Keith Grainger, to
establish a new Rotary club in the emerging Belconnen area.

Establishment of Rotary in Belconnen.
The development of Canberra led the centrally and well established RC Canberra1 to
further the extension of Rotary in the Canberra area and north of the established
Canberra Civic Centre. In January 1969, they successfully launched the RC Canberra
1

The Rotary Club of Canberra was among the first Rotary Clubs to be established in Australia. It was
charted on 16 June 1928 and sponsored by Rotary International when Canberra was being initially
developed. It was one of the first Rotary Clubs chartered in Australia.
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North. Subsequently as the Belconnen area developed to the north-west, Rotary DG
Keith Grainger drew on the recently formed RC Canberra North to build the new club
in the developing area of Belconnen. In late 1970 he appointed John Bischoff from
the RC Canberra North to chair a committee to establish a Rotary club in the
Belconnen area. John Bischoff (who later became known as the ‗father of CanberraBelconnen‘) and his committee commenced work quickly and moved effectively.
They found fertile ground among those in the new suburbs as well as among those
from Aranda which had been in the area a little longer. Rotary itself and its ‗Service
above Self‘ attitude to local and broader communities, offered a platform to which
sufficient residents responded in order to create a new club. People came forward
when approached happy to support the Rotary credo generally and to promote
community within the area and to use Rotary programs and modus operandi to do so.
Brian Daniell, who later became the Charter President of the new Club, was a member
of Canberra North and on Bischoff‘s committee. Brian, a pharmacist, had been a
member of Apex and then a Rotarian in Seymour, Victoria, before he moved to
Canberra and joined RC of Canberra North.
A brief recording of Brian‘s own experience gives some measure of how the new
suburbs and community developed. Brian sold his business in Seymour in 1969 and
undertook a locum in Dickson ACT.

He saw Canberra ―as an exciting place‖.

Returning to Seymour, he sold his house and borrowed a plane from the Seymour
Flying School and flew back to Canberra, bought a new home in Aranda and, after
flying back to Seymour, he and his family of 7 packed their things and in July 1969
drove to Canberra and their new home in Aranda. There Brian took up Rotary again
with the RC Canberra North. After arrival he did some further locums in Canberra
but when there was a sale of a shop lot in Higgins in May 1970 he bought one of the
blocks available. He subsequently arranged a meeting at his home in Aranda of all of
those who bought shop blocks in Higgins. That meeting appointed an architect for the
development and building of the shops and in conjunction with the overall
government planning body, NCDC, went about completing the project. The shops
opened on 20 December 1970 establishing the record at the time, for the speed of
building of such a facility. It quickly provided Brian with his own pharmacy business
and a service to the new emerging community. During this period Brian and his
family made many friends and acquaintances among the arriving and newly arrived
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local people of the area. He drew on this in building numbers to start the new club.
Brian‘s experience is not unique in regard to his interest in Belconnen and building a
place for his family and business within the community. Others too, undertook
similar approaches, resolved to similarly build a place for themselves and their
families in the area. These were the types of people that made up the developing
suburbs. Their approach provided considerable scope from which to draw members
for a vibrant Rotary Club.
While Brian‘s story gives some dimension to the development of the area and the
gaining of members for the club, the list of the 23 Charter Members of the Club and
their vocations shows a variety of interests and professions. Although Canberra was
being developed primarily to accommodate people to staff Commonwealth
Government Departments now being relocated to or formed in Canberra, the numbers
of public servants who were Charter Members was few. Perhaps this gave the new
club some impetus towards it eventually seeking and undertaking an entrepreneurial
program to raise funds to support its programs in Belconnen and the wider
community.

Interest Meeting 17 November 1970.
The interest and enthusiasm that had been built up by word of mouth to join a new
Rotary club was sufficient to lead John Bischoff to advertise an Interest Meeting in
the daily paper for17 November 1970. Brian Daniell recalls that the meeting included
people from the Uniting Church in Aranda and some from connections through the
Aranda primary school as well as from interested members from the RC Canberra
North looking for a club nearer to their areas.
The nineteen prospective members who attended the meeting plus four more who had
indicated a desire to join, plus the enthusiasm and interest at the meeting, led John
Bischoff‘s committee to recommend to the District Governor to proceed with
establishing a new Rotary club in Belconnen.

Such was the confidence of

successfully establishing a new Rotary club there was a Club Bulletin produced from
the meeting.

It was labelled Bulletin No 1 and dated 21 November 1971 and

successive Bulletins for many years were numbered sequentially from that time.
Bulletin No 1 also advised that the Interest Meeting gave rise to calling an
Organisational Meeting a week later on Wednesday 24 November 1970.
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Organisational Meeting 24 November 1970.
The Organisational Meeting was a dinner meeting held at the Staff Common Room of
the Canberra College of Advanced Education at 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm. Attendees
included the DG Keith Grainger, his representative and committee chairman John
Bischoff, Gil Hughson and Vic Skermer, who were senior and interested Rotarians
from the District (and both who commenced the long litany in the Club of those
associated with Surveying) and the President of the RC Canberra North, Laurie
Leaver, and the President of the RC Canberra, Noel Dunbar. Also present were
members of John Bischoff‘s committee and the Board of the RC Canberra North. The
meeting was certainly stacked with Rotary experience and enthusiasm giving rise to
great confidence in the new club. The meeting included resolutions to form a club
and allow admissions to the club, the place and time of meetings, fees and the
adoption of a Constitution and By-Laws. The adopted Constitution was the standard
Constitution laid down for all Rotary clubs viz ‗The By-laws of Rotary International
adopted at the convention in Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. June 6 1922, which
required that each Rotary club thereafter organized (sic) shall adopt this prescribed
standard constitution.‘ The actual Constitution signed and accepted for RC Canberra
Belconnen was clearly copied from that of RC Canberra North for, while the heading
refers to the RC Canberra-Belconnen, wording in the Constitution referred
erroneously to RC Canberra North.

The meeting also elected Office Bearers

including the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 3 organisational
Directors. These appointments and a determination that the persons nominated would
stay in place beyond the end of the then current Rotary year, (30 June 1971) to
continue through the next Rotary year to 30 June 1972 exhibited great confidence to
not only get on with forming the new club, but with getting on with Club and Rotary
business beyond the formative processes. Brian Daniell was elected as President and
Pat Walsh, who worked in the Science Department at the CCAE and who lived in
Deakin, was elected Secretary. Others elected to office were, Jack Rapley, (VicePresident), Bill Simington, (Treasurer), Ron Morrison, (Director Community
Service), Fyfe Bygrave (Director International Service), and, Roy Barnes (Director
Vocational Service). At the meeting it was decided that the next meeting should
avoid the Christmas period and be held on 27 January 1971 and each Wednesday
thereafter.

Club meetings ever since have followed the pattern set at the
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Organisational Meeting being dinner meetings commencing at 6.00 pm for dinner at
6.30 pm. The elected Board held its first meeting on 8 December 1970 to prepare and
plan for the regular meetings commencing on 27 January 1971.
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Chapter Two
From a Meeting of Interested People to the end of the First Full
Rotary Years- 1970/1971 - 1971/1972.
Early meetings.
The initial meeting location of the RC Canberra-Belconnen was in the Blue Room at
the Staff Common Room of the CCAE. The use of this room (which was to include a
small liquor bar as well) was arranged through the good work of Club members, Pat
Walsh and John Scutt and was graciously agreed by the Principal of CCAE Mr Sam
Richardson. Stewards were appointed each week from the members to wait on the
tables (this saved the cost of using ‗in house‘ labour) and meals cost $2.00. There
was much discussion about the appropriateness of the meeting location when the meal
price was to be raised to $2.50 but the Club continued to meet in the Blue Room and
did so for a number of years thereafter. The functioning of the new group went well
with many willing and friendly hands offering and providing help and fellowship.
Russ Mears became the Program co-ordinator and the club commenced to invite
visiting speakers, especially those with Rotary experience to their meetings as well as
encouraging members themselves to speak of their interests.

This approach,

recognised very early in the Club‘s development, reinforced two important elements
of establishing and developing a new Club – Rotary knowledge and Club fellowship.
Knowledgeable Rotary speakers supported the Rotary expertise inherent within the
Club through members such as Ron Morrison (the father of Trash and Treasure), Jack
Rapley as well as Brian Daniell coming to the Club from RC Canberra North, John
Faux from RC Bega, Robert Cooper from RC Werris Creek and Eric Dukes from RC
Orange.

When the DG saw the development in progress he took no delay in advising Rotary
International of the formation of the new club and on 11 February 1971 Rotary
International charted the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen. The President of the
Club was able to advise members at their meeting on 24 February 1971 that DG Keith
Grainger had written to him that ―I am delighted to be able to advise you that the
Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen was admitted by the board (sic) to membership
of Rotary International on 11th February 1971. Congratulations and best wishes for a
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happy and successful club for years to come‖2. A copy of DG Grainger‘s letter is at
Attachment A. RC Canberra-Belconnen became a Club within Rotary District 270.
District 270 was a large district which, as well as the Canberra area, included much of
south east New South Wales and as far inland as Wagga Wagga, Junee, Orange,
Bathurst and Cootamundra as well as the Snowy Mountains area. In November 1970
District 270 members numbered 1827 Rotarians.

The prefix Canberra appeared

before all new Clubs in the Canberra area since under Rotary rules, which provided
for ownership of a geographical area from which to seek members, the territory
allotted to Belconnen was ceded from that originally allotted to the much older and
one of the first Australian Rotary Clubs, the RC of Canberra. The ceded area known
as ‗The Territorial Limits of Canberra-Belconnen Rotary Club was described as:
―That territory lying generally west of Canberra City and defined by
the following boundaries:
Commencing at the junction of Belconnen Way and Dryandra Street
and proceeding westerly along Belconnen Way to its junction with
Caswell Drive and then along Caswell Drive to its junction with
Lady Denman Drive and thence along Lady Denman Drive to the
Scrivener Dam and thence following the northern bank of the
Molonglo River to its junction with the Murrumbidgee river and then
following the northern bank of the river to the boundary of the
A.C.T. and thence along that boundary in a north-easterly direction
to Wallaroo Road and its extension to Hall Creek and thence along
the southern bank of that Creek to the Barton Highway and then
following the Barton Highway to its junction with Archibald Street
and thence along Archibald Street to Dryandra Street and along
Dryandra Street (excluding the properties facing both sides of
Archibald and Dryandra Streets) to Belconnen Way, the point of
commencement‖.3 (A sketch of the allotted territorial area which
accompanied the above description is shown at Attachment B).
It is interesting to note that among the Charter members ten qualified for membership
to Canberra-Belconnen placed on their place of business while the remainder
qualified on their place of residence.
2
3

Keith Grainger District Governor 270 1970-7. Letter dated 20th February 1971.
Attachment to the Initial Constitution of the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen.
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Subsequently, on 7 December 1993, when the rule governing territorial ownership for
members was repealed the RC of Canberra Belconnen gained permission to change its
name to the RC of Belconnen ACT.

The Charter of the RC Canberra-Belconnen took some time to arrive in Belconnen.
Its arrival in late March, led to the Club deciding on conducting a celebratory Charter
Night meeting to be held on 17 April 1971.4 The date, 17 April 1971, had no specific
significance but it fitted with the District Governor‘s program and gave the Club time
to organise a special Charter night occasion – it was thus a date of convenience which
has ever since been the date each year on which the Club celebrates its birthday. It
meant that the normal Wednesday dinner meeting on 14 April was cancelled. The
Charter Night was voted as a pronounced success with 150 attending including
representatives from all of the local Rotary clubs. It was noted later in the year that
Rotary International had grown by 651 Clubs during the year which was a record of
which RC Canberra-Belconnen was indeed a part.

Charter Club President, Brian Daniell and his initial Club Committee acted
throughout the entire period from their election in November 1970 to 30 June1972
which was the end of the next Rotary Year. The Rotary experience in the Club
broadened during this period as did an understanding of the ―local scene‖ through
visiting speakers, which included those from the Canberra community involved in
government and business. A broad spectrum of interests was served by the speakers
and gradually there developed particular avenues for the Club to follow in their
support of the community. Members of course showed a strong interest in Belconnen,
encouraged both through business and family interests and through concern for their
local community but within the Rotary spirit, their interests also turned beyond
Belconnen especially to Rotary youth programs and support to the Rotary Foundation.
The new Club coalesced to be a club composed of people all interested in their
community, in developing new relationships through the club and expanding the
social and supportive fabric of Belconnen and additionally, as a part of Rotary and its
4

The idea of a celebratory event apart from recognising a special event, was an indication and
forerunner of the approach taken then and since in the Club to engage its members, Rotaryannes,
friends and others in broad fellowship and celebrations on significant occasions.
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broader aims of service, to support the broader communities beyond. Throughout the
period members exhibited great concern to develop and enjoy the fellowship of the
Club, to establish family connections with the Club to raise funds and to undertake
‗hands on‘ work for the community. Besides developing a platform for cohesiveness
and social satisfaction among members within the Club, this early approach has
provided a foundation for the Club to continue as a cohesive and happy fellowship of
members.

Bulletin No 2 dated 25 January 1971 advised that regular meetings would commence
on Wednesday 27 January 1971 and that meetings were to be held on each
Wednesday thereafter. Rotary Grace was said at the meeting on 27 January 1971 and
remained a part of the weekly meeting program until replaced with an Invocation at
the commencement of the 2007/2008 Rotary year.

Allan Bennett, then a member of the RC Canberra East and also a member of the
Rotary World Community Service Committee, was the first invited speaker to the
new Club and addressed the Club at its meeting on the 27 January 1971.

He

admirably fitted the new criteria for inviting knowledgeable Rotarians as guest
speakers. Allan subsequently joined the RC Belconnen in 1989. On 3 February for
its next meeting the Club invited Dr Neil James a geologist at the Bureau of Mineral
Resources as guest speaker. Dr James presented a travelogue on a Colombo Plan
Assignment. While appealing as a topic alone, such information also broadened
member‘s knowledge of international assistance and co-operation programs where
Rotary might help. The total of twenty-three members present that evening included
seventeen Charter members and two visiting Rotarians, Ted Armstrong from RC Yass
and Len Ogilvie from RC Sandy Bay, Tasmania. (Ted Armstrong was later inducted
into RC Canberra-Belconnen on 24 March 1971, became its second President in
1972/1973 and the first club member to be appointed as DG in 1981/1982). Len
Ogilvie presented the first banner to the Club from another Rotary Club expressing
the hope that it will commence ―a long and illustrious collection of similar banners‖.5
(Little did he know!!) President Brian also sought member‘s registration for the
District Rotary Conference to be held at Bega on 12-14 March 1971.

5

Club Bulletin No 3 dated 03 February 1971.
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On 10 February 1971 the Club maintained its intention to broaden Rotary knowledge
when the guest speaker was a Past President of the RC Canberra, Allan Tregear, who
spoke on Some Aspects of Rotary. In the same vein during the year Past President RC
Canberra, Jack Olsson spoke on the Group Study Exchange Program, Mr W.B.
Annabel spoke on „Fourth Avenue in Motion‟ which the Club Bulletin explained as
coming into being ―because of Rotary‘s fourth objective ‗The advancement of
international understanding good will and peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional men united in the ideal of service‖.6 Later during the year a
visiting Rotary Exchange scholar Keichan Takahaski, spoke to the Club, at another
meeting Graham Scully spoke on ‗Vocational Guidance‘ and Rotary Foundation
District Chairman Gordon Minchem, outlined the objectives of the Rotary
Foundation. This must have been a popular subject since District Governor Elect Alf
Gillespie spoke later again on the same topic. The Club was honoured to host District
Governor John Clough of District 270 for the year 1971/1972 to the Club on
13 October 1971.

A joint meeting was held with the RC Canberra-Woden on

4 March 1971 at the Deakin Inn. This was a new and welcome experience for the
members of the RC Canberra-Belconnen. Later another joint meeting was held with
the RC Yass and RC Canberra North on 15 March 1972 further advancing Rotary
awareness and fellowship. Rotary knowledge was also enhanced through regular
information being provided on Rotaract (then 3 years old with 807 clubs and an
estimated membership of 16,000) and on the composition of Rotary including the
number of clubs world wide (then 146,830 in 149 countries comprising 695,000
Rotarians).

Information was also distributed about recreational and vocational

informal groups established throughout Rotary, with the encouragement of Rotary
International Board members, allowing Rotarians with common interests to come
together to encourage fellowship in these areas in harmony and with established
Rotary policy; examples of interests included golf, flying, amateur radio and
caravanning.

During the year other visiting speakers addressed various aspects of Canberra and
Belconnen and their development while others, generally well placed from a range of

6

Club Bulletin No 30 dated 18 August 1971.
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Government Departments, tertiary institutions and business, spoke on a range of
community and general interest topics. A sample of some of the guest speakers and
their subjects included; Mr Ron Metcalfe from the Department of ImmigrationAustralian Immigration-Controversies Continue; Captain David Noble, Youth in the
ACT; Mr Ron Miller from the Department of the Prime Minister , Reminiscences of
Canberra; Mr Pires from the Brazilian Embassy, Brazil; Mrs Helen Latukefu
(daughter of Ted Armstrong) showed slides of her Rotary Exchange trip to India two
years earlier; Mr Malcolm Macrae, manager of Hooker‘s real estate, The Leasing
System in the ACT; Mr C.D. Metcalfe, spoke on his recent experiences with the Bardi
tribe of Aborigines; Mr Richard Woolcott, Australian High Commissioner to Ghana,
Concerning Africa; Dr Peter Hughes, Industrial Relations -1972; Dr Jack Shepherd,
Pollution; Dr James Connor from NCDC, Some Planning Aspects of the Belconnen
Area; Mr Arthur McCutchen from the Department of National Resources, Water
Resources; Mr R.B. Topfer, President of the ACT Law Society and a Rotarian, Wills
& Probate; Sergeant Littley of the Police Lecture Squad, Road Safety & Seat Belts;
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Gration (later General and Chief of the Defence Force),
Civil Action in South Vietnam; Mr C. Hermes, Youth and the Law; and, Mr Al Grasby
MHR, Riverina and Canberra. The Club‘s own Dr. Fyfe Bygrave spoke on Fiji.

In keeping with a spirit to better know Club members, on 24 February 1971, the Club
program commenced to include a 5 minute sketch of their life by a Club member.
Roy Barnes was first in this program when he spoke at the meeting on
24 February 1971 giving a brief but informative autobiography. These 5 minute
sketches through the year offered social and fellowship benefits among and between
members especially as they were often couched in humorous personal anecdotes. The
Club program also included debates on two subjects The Melbourne Cup Should be
Banned and later De-populate or Perish and there was a special program arranged by
Jim Donaldson called ‗Expresso Expressions‟ where six members were given topics
on the night to speak on for three minutes without preparation. The Bulletin reported
―In view of the topics selected, some members thought that Jim had done the right
thing in staying a good distance away on the night‖.7 These, with the five minute
individual talks which continued from time to time throughout the year, helped

7

Club Bulletin No 49 dated 12 January 1972.
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measurably in welding the Club together and developing the spirit of fellowship
among members.

On 3 March 1971 Jim Donaldson was appointed as Club Sergeant having temporally
filled the appointment for the previous three meetings. (it is not recorded whether this
appointment came about because Jim fined people hard and thus built up Club coffers
or whether he was lenient on fines and thus mellowing the reaction of members).

The first 100% attendance was recorded on 10 March 1971 when it was also
announced that the date for the Club Charter Night celebrations would be Saturday
17 April 1971. A second 100% attendance was recorded on 12 May 1971. The Club
conducted its first ‗ladies night‘ when wives and partners were invited to the meeting
on 17 March 1971. This, together with the closely following Club Charter Night
which was also a ladies night, demonstrated a clear intention of members to ensure
that wives and partners became closely associated with the Club. Further ladies
nights were held on 28 July 1971 when the special guests were Neil Harris, President
of the Lions Club of Canberra Belconnen and his wife Audrey. President Brian and
his wife had earlier been invited to the Lions club changeover and, as there was no
RC Canberra-Belconnen Changeover, Neil and Audrey were invited to the ladies
night. It should be noted that ladies nights were not just ordinary meetings but
meetings conducted with some flair and usually went well beyond normal meeting
times. A further ladies night was held on 17 November 1971 when Eric Dukes spoke
on Development of the Open plan School and, another ladies night was held on
26 April 1972 where the Club celebrated its first birthday since Charter Night. This
was the first and perhaps deciding factor in the Club consistently celebrating its
birthday as 17 April rather than recognising it on its Charter date of 11 February. In
the same vein of wishing to involve family members in the Club, a father and
son/daughter night was held on 7 July 1971.
Wives of Rotarians were known as ‗Rotaryannes in the Rotary parlance, but there was
also another associated Rotary program called Inner Wheel to which wives of
Rotarians may belong. On this count it is noteworthy that very quickly the wives of
members of the RC Canberra Belconnen, strongly supported by their Rotarian
husbands, quickly organised an Inner Wheel club and the first meeting of the
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Canberra Belconnen Inner Wheel Club was held in November 1971 under the
leadership of Chairman Fay Faux the wife of Club member John Faux.

Her

presidential insignia was presented by RC Canberra-Belconnen president Brian
Daniell.

Other members of the Inner Wheel, many also wives of RC Canberra

Belconnen members, included Royar Peters as Vice-President, Jean Mitchell as
Secretary and Nancy Simington as Treasurer. Committee members were Yvonne
Daniell, Marie Heaton, Margaret Norquay, Betty Smethills, Phyl Morrison and Betty
Mears while members were Joan Barnes, Bev Cranfield, Jan Donaldson, Betty
Cooper, Coral Dukes, Judy O‘Sullivan, Merle Smith and Jean Walsh. The Inner
Wheel Club has continued to meet regularly approximately each month with a large
percentage of its membership drawn from wives and partners of members of RC
Canberra Belconnen and later the RC Belconnen. A close supportive arrangement has
developed between the two Clubs.

The Club was soon down to Rotary business. On 14 March 1971 it conducted a door
knock for the Red Cross and raised $385.73 from its allotted area and similar
assistance was given in the next year on 26 March 1972 when $1027.71 was raised
again for Red Cross. On 26 May 1971, members agreed at a Club Assembly on the
same night to undertake a roster system to pick up Koomarri children at 6.30 on
Monday nights, drive them to the Telopea Park High School and then to collect them
from there at 8.30 pm for a return journey.

A Dutch auction was held on

3 November 1971 and all proceeds went to the Rotary Foundation. The Foundation
benefited later also when a collection of non-milled coins began on 24 November
1971 with the start collection at that meeting raising $2.78 and an intention to
continue until the container holding the coins was full when it would be donated to
the Rotary Foundation.

In December 1971 the members supported an Austcare

appeal for 1 million blankets to be sent to India and Pakistan by either donating a
blanket or $3 in lieu. Prior to the Canberra show 25-27 February 1972, members
under the direction of Community Services Director, Ron Morrison, packed show
bags which were later sold by Club members manning a Rotary stall at the show.
Takings from the stall amounted to $1194.82 with a profit to the Club of some $550.
Members assisted in the Austcare doorknock appeal on 28 May 1972 and later on
2 July 1972 the Red Cross Red Shield appeal. Following a recommendation from Jim
Donaldson the Club selected and sponsored two young people to a Rotary Youth
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Leadership Award (RYLA) seminar at Orange at a cost of $37 each. Subsequently
Judith Therkelsen and Malcolm Davis, the RYLA Seminar representatives, spoke to
the Club on 31 May 1972 of their RYLA experience. This probably represents the
first Club nominees to RYLA; a task that the Club has consistently maintained year
by year throughout its existence. This demonstrates the special place that the Club
has adopted even from its earlier years, to foster youth in the community.

Club Assemblies, which offered a special opportunity which was not lost, to involve
all members in developing Club activities and working arrangements were held
throughout the period. At the first Club Assembly on 17 February 1971 the Club
discussed the form of the Club banner and dinner badges. The banner, maintained
even to today, incorporates a representation of the distinctive Belconnen
Communications Tower. At the second Club Assembly on 26 May 1971 members
undertook to assist Koomarri children with transport to Telopea Park High School
each Monday night at 6.30 pm and collect them from the High School at 8.30 pm for
the return trip. The Club Assembly on 23 June 1971 discussed the feasibility of the
Club hosting an exchange student under the Rotary program of Youth Exchange
noting a need for three or four host families, each to host a16-19 year old for about
three months, the appointment of a Club Counsellor and a commitment by the Club to
provide funds of the order of $10 -$12 per week over a period of one year. It was not
until 26 April 1972 that the possibility of hosting an exchange student from the
Philippines was announced. A Club Assembly on 16 February 1972 was held to elect
Office Bearers for 1972/1973. All positions were filled, there being one nomination
for each thus avoiding the need for elections. The new Board to take over in the new
Rotary year was announced with Ted Armstrong as President. Club fees of $11.50 for
6 months or $23 for 12 months became due on 30 June 1971 and as usual members
needed to be reminded to pay well into July. Club internal needs were assisted when
on 15 September 1971 Club Secretary Pat Walsh, presented the Club with a wooden
case which he had made to hold Member‘s dinner badges.

Membership of the new club did not remain dormant. Members left essentially as a
result of their employment moving them out of Canberra, and others joined. Ted
Armstrong was inducted into the Club on 31 March 1971. Ted was formerly a
member of the RC Yass but had recently moved to Belconnen. Roy Barnes resigned
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in April 1971 due to his movement from Canberra. On 11 August 1971, four new
members, John Bischoff (the ‗father‘ of the Club), John Cranfield, Gordon Minahan
and Bob O‘Sullivan were inducted.

Vic Crittenden was inducted on

22 September 1971 with the classification, ‗Librarian – Tertiary Colleges‘. Jack
Rapley left in October 1971 due to a transfer to Sydney and Ted Armstrong was
appointed as a Director in his place, and Don Mitchell was inducted on
6 October 1971 and given the classification, ‗Steel Fencing Manufacturing‘. John
Smith the manager of the Bank of New South Wales in Jamison A.C.T. was inducted
on 20 October 1971. He was given the classification ‗Finance – Banking‘ but there is
no report as to how this was accepted by Charter member Bill Simington who was the
manager of the adjacent Commonwealth Bank and carried the classification,
‗Banking‘. Jack Fitzpatrick, formerly a member of RC Tamworth West, was inducted
into the Club with a classification of ‗Weights and Measures‘ on 24 May 1972 which
was the same meeting at which Jim Donaldson, who had been a hard working
member of the Club, was farewelled on his transfer to Sydney. On 7 June 1972 two
more members, Roger Stonham classification ‗Electricity Supply Distribution‘ and
Collin Wells classification ‗Building Construction –Management‘, were inducted
followed quickly by the induction of Ted Short on 14 June 1972 with the
classification of ‗Electrical Engineering‘. In all, the Club had lost three Charter
members and attracted twelve new members – an overall increase of nine members
during these initial years.

As the 1971/1972 year drew to a close the Club arranged their first Changeover Night
for 21 June 1972 at the Hibiscus Room which was opposite the Jamison Inn. The
night, again a ladies night, was a great success. Alex Norquay was the Master of
Ceremonies for the function and ably led the Club through its first historical,
interesting and entertaining changeover meeting. Apart from the normal reports and
induction of the new President and presentation of the new Board, the evening
included Rotary Grace, a toast to Her Most Gracious Majesty, The Queen, a welcome
to Guests and a toast to Rotary International by John Bischoff to which Rotary
International Representative, Past District Governor Keith Grainger responded. A
Musical Item was presented by John Cranfield. The Club felt well launched and was
looking forward to extending their service in the new Rotary year. Ted Armstrong,
the incoming President, again brought previous Rotary experience to the position.
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Attachment A to Rotary Years 1970/1972

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
Service Above Self- - He Profits Most Who Serves Best
P.O. Box 41, Deakin
A.C.T. 2600

Keith Grainger
District Governor 270
1970-71

Tel.: Canberra 73 1993

20 th February 1971.
Mr. B. Daniell,
52 Mirning Crescent
ARANDA. A.C.T. 2614

Dear Brian,
I am delighted to be able to advise you that the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen
was admitted by the Board to membership of Rotary International on 11 February, 1971.
Congratulations and best wishes for a happy and successful club for years to come.

Sincerely
nn,j

Keith Grainger
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Attachment B to Rotary Years 1970/1972
Area for Proposed New Rotary Club of Belconnen
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Chapter 3
Rotary Year 1972/1973
There is little recorded information available to support the writing of a history for
1972/1973. The sketchy details provided below are from the few records reviewed.

Ted Armstrong, an established and committed Rotarian, when inducted into the RC
Canberra- Belconnen, having being immediately before a member of RC Yass, can be
reliably recorded as progressing the Club in its development in all respects. His
reliability comes from other perceptions of Ted, and the workings of the Club during
the period. Drawing on the standards and capabilities of the Club at the end of Brian
Daniell‘s Presidency 1970/1972 chartering and initial s development, and the standard
evident early in Pat Walsh‘s year of 1973/1974, it is quite clear that RC CanberraBelconnen continued to develop in both fellowship and service during 1972/1973.

The Club continued to meet at the Blue Room at the CCAE Staff Union at 6.00 pm
for 6.30 pm dinner and stewards were rostered for serving the meals. Exceptions were
during the Christmas period when the Club met at Brian Daniell‘s house on
27 December 1972 for a barbeque and on 3 January 1973 when the Club met at the
National Football Club in Jamison. Rotary Grace continued to be printed in the
Bulletin each week.

Attendances recorded were in the 80% mark on most reported occasions.

Ron

Morrison was congratulated for six years of 100% attendance and others recording
100% for the year, included Jack Fitzpatrick and Pat Fitzgerald. Mal Ferguson was
inducted to the Club on 6 June 1973.

Guest speakers to Club meetings included; Dr Stewart Houston, Assistant principal
CCAE, „Interactional Studies‟; Mr Norm Phillips, „The Store Detective‟ and members
continued their job talks as well as some members being called upon as ‗guest‘
speakers for the evening. One such speaker was Ross Cornell who on 30 May spoke on
‗Leadership‟. The Bulletin wrote up his presentation:
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―Ross opened a very well prepared talk on the concept of
leadership with reference to some of the desired physical
characteristics – protruding forehead, protruding chin, straight
nose and so on. As only Brian Daniell measured up to these
criteria, the Club chose to ignore them as being involved. Ross
went on to delineate some of the qualities that go to make a leader.
Among them were: Motivation…The ability to inspire
confidence…seen in most great world leaders. Makes good
decisions: this also helped to give confidence. Controls the
situation: Ross illustrated this point by comparing the situation in
America and Britain. Ross also pointed out…the principal
characteristics of a leader was that he is willing to accept
responsibility. The final point…the leader should ensure that
everyone has a fair deal. At the conclusion to his talk, Ross
selected a quotation from Al Capone ‗The rackets are good,
providing you control the boys‘.‖8
This small excerpt illustrates that humour remained a feature of the club as well as
some consideration of serious business. Fellowship continued to be important and
was consistently fostered through the Bulletin as well at meetings. The ‗Personality
of the Week‘ which involved being identified for things various, usually humorous
and at variance to expected performance was introduced as was the ‘Quote of the
Week‘ inserted in the Bulletin and requiring similar criteria or a pun or a misplaced
metaphor for recognition.

The important practice of conducting meaningful Club Assemblies with member
participation was maintained. A Club Assembly was held on 13 June 1973, a week
before Changeover, with the aim to review activities of the year. These Assemblies
provided a meaningful and member inclusive step in the progress of the Club.
Members were invited to ―have constructive criticisms and comment ready.‖

9

As

some incentive to the members for the Assembly, the Bulletin editor dedicated to the
Assembly a snippet from the Rotarian titled ‗Past 65, But Rotary is Alive and Well‘
by William S. Miller of Chicago, Illinois, USA. The snippet equates Rotary, now
aged 65 to a medical patient of similar age and requiring a complete physical check
up, and goes on to prescribe steps that need to be taken. The report of the Assembly
in the Bulletin the following week is instructive of the mood, interests, concerns,
intentions and purpose of the Club. The Bulletin reported;

8
9

Club Bulletin No 116, dated 6 June 1973.
Club Bulletin No 117, dated 13 June 1973.
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―The Assembly opened with a discussion of the motif for the
proposed cover of our Bulletin. We are looking for something that
can be identified with this area and the fellows discussed such
possibilities as the Tower on Black Mountain, map of the Lake
Gininderra (sic), traffic lights,….[A sign of the growing metropolis
of Belconnen!! – Ed].
President Ted led further discussion aimed at an analysis of the
past Rotary year. He mentioned that the Club had a financial
balance in the vicinity of $1700 and felt that the time was coming
when the Club should aim at making a ‗telling‘ contribution to
help within the community. He pointed out that there were many
deserving charities within the area and in the past the Club had
supported most of them in a rather small way. He cited several
cases where the amount of donation had been in the vicinity of
$10. After discussion the fellows agreed the holding of the money
for a single major effort would probably be more effective than
the current approach.
President Ted was also concerned that the communication in a
Club like ours was so difficult. He agreed that our fellowship is
first class, but unlike a country Rotary Club, the fellows seldom
see one another between meetings. A possible solution was
Committee meetings but these seldom worked in any Club. Pat
Fitzgerald mentioned that the Club should continue to hold social
gatherings for members and their wives and families along the
lines of the Christmas and New Year get-togethers that have been
held in the past.
The fellows responsible for the organisation of the weekly
programmes were congratulated …
It was pointed out that membership was in a very sound position
and the growth of the area was such that our Club would be soon
responsible for the formation of a new club in the Belconnen area.
To conclude the session, President Ted thanked the Club for the
privilege of the presidency that it has bestowed upon him, and
thanked all the fellows for their support during his term. The
meeting closed on a convivial note with Bill Sugden winning that
valuable dinner. Couldn‘t happen to a nicer bloke!‖10
Bill Sugden‘s win is indicative of the money raising activities of the Club as indeed
was the consistent reminders in the Bulletin towards the end of the year for the
fellows to buy tickets in a raffle for a table. Members were also involved in physical
assistance to the community through at least the weekly roster to assist Koomarri on
two nights each week.
The Second Club Changeover Dinner was held on Wednesday 20 June 1973 at the
Hibiscus Room at Jamison.
10

The program for the evening included the usual

Club Bulletin No. 118, dated 20 June 1973.
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formalities of Grace, a toast to her Most Gracious Majesty, the Queen and to Rotary
International. The District Governor Alf Gillespie was present to respond to that
toast. Then followed President Ted Armstrong‘s Report and the induction of the new
President Pat Walsh and the 1973/1974 Board. The meeting ended with a song ‗End
of a Rotary Day‘, Auld Lang Syne and the National Anthem, God Save the Queen.
The meeting was attended by no less than twenty-two Rotaryannes, who not only
added to the quality of the singing, but showed yet again the emphasis members
placed on fostering a strong family connection associated with Club activities. Again
to quote the Bulletin report for the evening;
―SOME VERY SUBJECTIVE IMPRESSIONS OF THE CHANGE-OVER
The title is a heavily emphatic statement thinly attempting to disguise the truth that
yours truly is battling to remember through a dense, alcoholic fog. After a
remarkably tuneful grace (due no doubt to the combination of Cath Armstrong on
piano and the presence of the Rotaryannes) President Ted proposed the Royal Toast.
Brian Daniell welcomed the many guests and took the opportunity of reading the first
communication from our current globe-trotter, Vic Crittenden. Brian also acted as
interim attendance officer and while he handled this very competently, who could
follow an act like that of John Smith? The response to the welcome was made by
Frank Wright, president of the Yass club who stressed the growing relationship
between Yass and Canberra-Belconnen. He concluded his response by saying that he
hoped that the shared fellowship of the past year would continue. As usual the fines
session was a highlight of the evening with John Bischof (sic) and Noel Cooper
raking in money from all directions. The loquacity of both these fellows‘ augers well
(?) for the coming year. Eric Dukes proposed the Toast to R.I., and Alf Gillespie
after paying tribute to Gordon Minehan and asking President Ted to convey his best
wishes to him, responded.
President Ted‘s published report had as its theme ―Lets Take a New Look‖ following
the policy of the R.I. President Roy D. Hickman. As bulletin Editor I would like to
take this further opportunity of expressing the appreciation of the fellows of Ted‘s
term of office. Ted brought not only competence but dignity and wisdom to the
position during the year. On behalf of all the fellows thanks Ted!
Pat‘s induction carried with it the wish from Past president Ted: ―When you gong this
dong, may it have the desired effect!‖ President Pat went on to introduce his officebearers for the forthcoming Rotary year in a manner that earnt him mention in the
Personality of the Week section. President Pat made a presentation to Past President
Ted and his Rotaryanne Cath. Ted responded by proposing the toast to President Pat
and his officers. Vice-president Ron Morrison expressed his own appreciation then
called on Pat Fitzgerald to thank the management on behalf of the fellows.‖11

11
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Chapter Four
Expanding and Confirming Fellowship and Rotary Programs
1973/1974
President Pat Walsh commenced 1973/74 with a Club Assembly for the first meeting
of his year, which extended to the second meeting as well. This set a clear pattern for
member‘s involvement in developing the activities of the club. The Club noted from
the Assembly that District 270 will be forming a new District with a total of 28 Clubs,
including 7 in Canberra; also that the Canberra Belconnen Inner Wheel had donated
their spare piano to the Allambee Nursing Home and requested the RC of Canberra
Belconnen to move it (which was carried out utilizing Alan Anderson‘s utility).
Discussions by Directors followed and a number of aims for the year arose:









to make the Club a 300% Rotary Foundation Club in 1973/1974;
to make programs more interesting;
attempt to find a Rotary Exchange Scholar;
noted that one club member was now a member of a District
Committee (Don Mitchell on Rotary Youth Exchange
Committee);
continued liaison with other clubs, especially RC of Yass;
concentration on youth activities;
possible formation of Rotaract or Interact club, and
various ways to raise funds, including collecting broken glass!

As in the earlier years further Club Assemblies were held during the year for
discussions and sharing of ideas for Club service, Rotary programs, and fellowship.
Topics included the provision of and design for a cover for the Club Bulletin, and the
form that should be followed for the pending District Governor‘s visit. A Club
Assembly on the 30 January 1974 was held to, among other matters, digest the
presentation from Vice President Ron Morrison the week before which was the initial
suggestion for the Club to adopt a project named Trash and Treasure Market. The
Bulletin reported on the 30 January 1974 that the week before:
―Vice President Ron explained to a hushed house the secret
‗Rockdale Lion‘s plan for selling Sunday car park spaces at
Jamison to stall holders who would, in turn, sell junk and surplus
household material to the public. The public would be admitted
at 20 cents each. Stall holders would pay $2 per day, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. The approval of the Department of the Capital Territory
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had been obtained and Departmental officer George Duckworth
spoke briefly on the relevant points. Ron (with a delightful flair
for alliterative prose) called the project ―Trash and Treasure
Market‖.12
The discussion was not reported in follow on Bulletins – there seemed much more
attention given to a pending cricket match against RC of Canberra North and a short
visit from a Japanese exchange student from Melbourne. Interestingly the Trash and
Treasure Market failed to appear again in Club records for the remainder of
1973/1974 (although it became clear later that some continuing planning was in
progress, if only by a few). This is probably indicative of the mixed reception the
project had within the Club for many months – some members such as Ron Morrison,
Alan Anderson, John de Plater, Bill Simington, Mal Ferguson, John Smith Pat Walsh,
Ted Short and Merv Adams being interested but others not yet sold on the idea,
including its likely success.
However, the Club was active in many ways, involving Rotary programs, community
service, fellowship and inter-club activities. During the year the Club hosted, or was
visited by, several overseas Rotary Exchange students generally spending time from
their host Clubs in Canberra. These visitors included Michiko Ogino, whose sponsor
Club was the RC Kofu-Minaine, Japan, and who was attending Kurri Kurri High
School in Australia;

Linda Johnson from Minneapolis, USA;

Rumiko Sumiya

sponsored by the RC Tachikawa, Japan – Rumiko was attending the Methodist Ladies
College in Melbourne and spoke to the Club on 6 February 1974 amidst the presence
of several Rotaryannes, thanking all for the Club‘s hospitality and noting that
Canberra ―was a different sort of place‖,13 The Club responded that they were happy
to have had Rumiko visit and gave a special thank you to Bill and Eunice Sugden;
Donna Kellogg from Ada, Oklahoma, USA and attending the Mitchell College of
Advanced Education in Australia (and Enid Ashelfield – sister-in law of Vic
Crittenden) was her ―foster mother‖.14 Donna told something of her experiences in
Australia and her selection as an Exchange Scholar in America. Other Exchange
visitors hosted by the Club included Lum Foo Hoy from Malaysia who the Club
hosted on a request from RC Darwin North. Masatoshi Yamamoto sponsored by the
12

Club Bulletin No 146, dated 30 January 1974.
Club Bulletin No 148, dated 20 February 1974.
14
Club Bulletin No 150, dated 27 February 1974.
13
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RC Tokushimo East, Japan, had a Graduate Fellowship awarded to study Biochemical genetics at the ANU, visited the Club on occasions including being the Club
guest speaker on 13 February 1974 when he variously addressed arranged marriages
and the education system in Japan. While not clear in the Club records it seems that
RC Canberra Belconnen was Masatoshi‘s host Club in Australia – another first for the
Club.
The Club Bulletin written by David Southern presented a fulsome, sometimes folksy,
often humorous description of Club meetings and activities.

It reflected Club

attitudes and relationships and continued the practice of providing interesting (and
challenging) information and questions (with answers) about Rotary and its programs.
The Bulletin each week identified ‗Club Personalities‘ (Attachment A) and ‗Quote of
the Week‘ (Attachment B) - all usually included with a humorous but also informative
intent. As well, the Bulletin included both humorous and studious ‗snippets‘. It
consistently referred to Fyfe Bygrave as from New Zealand which repeated a
humorous camaraderie theme associated with Fyfe (a New Zealander and proud of it)
in the Club.

In a similar vein the attendance officer, Les Ward, was kept up to the mark, with his
results always printed, sometimes questioned and embellished with remarks such as ‗a
little down this week‘, ‗will have to watch this‘ when poor attendances were recorded,
or more encouraging and congratulatory remarks such as ‗good work‘ or ‗things
looking up‘ when attendance was high. Attendance ranged from mid 60% to 90%
mark, but there were no recorded 100% attendance nights.

The Club continued with many projects. Assistance to Koomarri was maintained by
at least one member on Tuesday and later Wednesday nights each week on a roster
basis throughout the year. It convened a Careers Night at Belconnen High School in
November and made a donation of $100 to the RC of Addis Ababa Ethiopia; paid
$100 for a TV to be lent to Allambie Nursing Home, and a donation of $200 to the
RC of North Ipswich to assist in flood relief. In May the Club sponsored Jo-anne
Oliver to attend RYLA in Leeton. Jo-anne later gave the Club a glowing report on the
benefits of her attending RYLA. Jo-anne was described as a ―very charming and self
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possessed young lady we felt you were an excellent representative ‖ 15. During the
year the Club commenced a raffle to raise funds, with the winner being granted a free
meal for the night. It also continued with the filling of show bags and their sale at the
Canberra Show on 23/24 February 1974. No special celebration was recorded for the
Club birthday although the meeting date 17 April 1974 was a father and son/daughter
night. There were several ladies nights during the year including when Exchange
Students were visiting and when the guest speaker was Benthe Ljostod from Norway.
Benthe was studying in 6th Form of Belconnen High School. Besides assisting Inner
Wheel with moving the piano to Allambee Nursing Home the Club hosted Inner
Wheel members to a meeting on 1 May 1974 when the President of Inner Wheel
(Royar Peters) introduced Inner Wheel guest Milba Wilkinson, a recent visitor to Red
China, to speak on her trip. The meeting was also attended by the Chinese Cultural
Ambassador, Mr Tao and his associate Mr Wang who both showed great interest in
asking about Rotary. Many members also attended the Inner Wheel International
fund raising night at the Macquarie School Hall on 25 October where tickets were
$1.00 each.

The DG, Graham Barber, paid his official visit to the Club on 31 October 1973 not
only to address the Club but seeking also to have an ‗ideas‘ session.

Club

Rotaryannes met DG Graham‘s wife, Griffith, at President Pat‘s house at 6.00pm. In
his address to the Club, the DG said that he was impressed with the fellowship within
the Club. He wanted especially to stress his and RI President Bill Carter‘s urging for
enthusiasm within and for Rotary. Noting that Rotarians ―could not afford to become
complacent"16, he urged all Rotarians to involve themselves in Rotary business,
conferences, etc and to participate. He ―summed up the formal part of his address
with these words: Wisdom; Knowing what to do; Skill; Having the ability to do it,
and Virtue; Doing it‖17. In the ideas session that followed his address ―Membership
Drive; Service in Schools; Interact Club; and Publicising of projects to enlist
community support, came forward‖18. These ideas were discussed more fully at the
following week Club meeting. Later, on Tuesday 4 December, members attended a

15

Club Bulletin No 163, dated 5 June 1974.
Club Bulletin No 138, dated 7 November 1973.
17
Op Cit.
18
Op Cit.
16
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dinner at the Lakeside Hotel in honour of RI President Bill Carter who was visiting
Canberra.
Club membership increased during the year with a nett gain of two despite losing four
members. Two Club members, Gordon Mineham and Colin Wells died during the
year. The Club members mourned the deaths of their fellow Rotarians and expressed
their sympathy to Rotaryannes Pat Mineham and Helen Wells. The Club lost two
other members when Eric Dukes left the Club due to changes in his employment relocation, and Noel Cooper resigned for personal reasons.

The Club was quite

fortunate in inducting six members during the year. Merv Adams on 19 September
1973, classification, ‗Petroleum Sales Wholesale‘; Len Stonebridge on 10 October
1973 – ‗Guided Weapons Systems‘; Ross Cornell on 7 November 1973 – ‗Electric
Supply Protection‘; Peter Zacharoff on 14 November 1973 – ‗Property Management
Leasing‘; Bill Spinks on 13 February 1974 – ‗Plastering Contractor‘; and King
Leggett on 10 April 1974. One member from the early period of the Club reminisced
to the authors, commenting that there was ―little else to do in Canberra and people
responded to fellowship of the Club‖. So it is not surprising that socially the Club had
a good year. Much fellowship and cameradie was evident at Club meeting throughout
the year. In addition to combined functions with the Inner Wheel Club the Club
conducted several Ladies Nights during the year. It also attended a Canberra Rotary
Clubs Christmas Party on the 8 December 1973. For the first time the Club was
pleased to accept a most generous invitation from Alan and Helen Anderson to
conduct a Club Children‘s Christmas Party on 16 December 1973 at ‗Pine Ridge‘, the
Anderson‘s family property on the outskirts of Belconnen19. In 1973, members who
were parents of children present at the Party were asked to provide gifts of up to the
value of $1 to stuff Santa‘s bag of presents.

1919

This became an annual function of the Club, often extending until 8.30pm or so, as Alan and Helen
extended their generous invitation year by year until they sold the property in 1999. Families brought
picnics and shared the company. Father Christmas, commencing in 1973 with Ron Morrison, arrived
in various ways; on a donkey. a motorbike, a sulky or even in Alan‘s Austin 7. There were carols sung
and in 1984 Tory Greeney and Anita Garlock, an Exchange student, organised a Christmas Pageant.
Father Christmas distributed gifts to the children present from his swag, filled earlier by parents as they
arrived to the party. Later on, as a prelude to arriving at ‗Pine Ridge‘, all were invited to stop by at
Jack and Merle Fitzpatrick‘s home in Holt where Jack obliged with rides for children (and parents) on
his model train.
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On Saturday 20 April 1974, fellows and Rotaryannes attended a Club Woolshed
Dance and barbecue at Alan and Helen Anderson‘s property and, according to the
Bulletin editor the event was ―all in all, a beauty, and those who didn‘t go missed one
of the best nights [ever] with Canberra Belconnen‖20. Although not recorded, perhaps
this occasion together with the father, son/daughter night on 17 April 1974, was the
Club‘s third celebration of Charter involving both fellows and family.

The Club played two cricket matches during 1973/1974. On 9 December 1973 it
played the RC Yass at the Mullion (the first of many games against Yass) and on
10 February 1974 it played against RC Canberra North at the Hackett Oval. It
somehow managed to win both games. Such was the spirit in the Club (and the will
to win!) that members attended practice sessions and this perhaps sheds some light on
their success (or was the score book doctored?). The Bulletin editor advised of the
main practice on 31 October 1973: ―Our intrepid Malcolm [Ferguson] is currently
negotiating for the right for the mighty Belconnen XI to use the C.C.A.E. playing
fields for their final preparations. He feels that an oval will be essential for those finer
details and polished stroke-making. That will be essential

. There must be an

easier way – like rigging the score book‖21. After the practice session, the Bulletin
editor made mention on 21 November 1973 that ―The team was ably led by
‗Typhoon‘ Walsh who was supported by the incredibly tricky off-spinning inswingers of ‗Dangerous‘ Daniells. Mals‘ swinging leg shots were a delight to the
connoisseur‘s eye. It‘s a pity there wasn‘t one present‖22. Later, in the same Bulletin,
he wrote ―Following a successful practice last Sunday morning, at which some
exciting new talent was discovered, we can look forward to a run-away win. Please
note these details:
Hours of Play:

11.00am to 1.00pm; 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Rules of Play:

Each player other than the wicked (?) keeper to bowl two overs.
Compulsory retirement at 30.

Barbecue:

Bring your own food and your Rotaryanne to cook it for you.

Liquid Refreshments: On sale by Yass Club.
20

Club Bulletin No 157, dated 24 April 1974.
Club Bulletin No 137, dated 31 October 1973.
22
Club Bulletin No 140, dated 21 November 1973.
21

40

As I suspected, Mal neglected to mention the scintillating stroke-play in which he
engaged, cutting and slicing with reckless abandon. Peter Zacharoff turned the ball
nicely in the air and it‘s easy to see he‘s been at it before. Ted Armstrong came
equipped with a very professional looking bat but spoilt the effect by strapping a pad
on backwards. John Lott, with that cavalier recklessness that is characteristic of him,
went into bat against the combined power of the bowling with only one pad (strapped
to his good leg). He withstood the onslaught wonderfully well, although at one point
he was in danger of being dispatched by one of Brian Daniell‘s higher balls. Ross
Cornell turned in some devilish bowling, including hitting yours truly on the thigh
(Sergeant please note!). But then again I never did like the game. Very cool under
pressure was Don Mitchell…Providing the Yass side uses a regulation ball and the
usual length pitch, I feel we ought to run some form of betting on the side (Where‘s
Ron Morrison?). By popular demand we will try to arrange another practice on
Sunday week, December 2nd. Rumour has it that the Sheffield Shield selectors will be
at the next practice. (They didn‘t believe it either!)‖23.

The Club also practiced before the match against the RC Canberra North with,
however, less enthusiasm displayed: ―Mal also reports that fewer turned up for the
practice last Sunday, which no doubt shows the confidence of this fit, finely tuned
side. Belconnen to win again!!‖24

Some rules were added for this second game and apparently Rotaryannes need not do
the cooking – no doubt from experience the Bulletin advertised the games as follows:
―

CRICKET Vs CANBERRA NORTH

Following the refusal of the touring New Zealand XI to accept our challenge
(Fyfe tipped them off) we arranged a match against Canberra North.
Venue:

Hackett Oval (Maitland Street, Hackett).

Bring:

Your Rotaryanne, kids, barbecue or picnic lunch.

Refreshments: Canberra North will have assorted liquid refreshments for sale.

23
24

Club Bulletin No 140, dated 21 November 1973.
Club Bulletin No 147, dated 6 February 1974.
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Rules:

i. All players other than the wicket keeper will bowl two and only two
overs.
ii No player can be dismissed for a duck.
iii Any player scoring 30 runs must retire.
iv Any player hitting a six must skoll a can of beer before continuing
his innings‖.

Perhaps the last rule gives some indication of the ‗spirit‘ in which these friendly (!)
inter Club games were played. They certainly extended Club fellowship within the
Canberra Belconnen Club and between the fellows of Canberra Belconnen, their
Rotaryannes and those of RC Yass and RC Canberra North.

No report of the game against the RC of Canberra North, or records of the game
against Yass could be found, because the relevant Bulletins were unavailable to the
writers. It is doubtful, given the extract from the Bulletin of 6 February 1974 that
Belconnen lost this match.
During the year the Club recommended listing members to give short talks, not
necessarily on themselves. It also continued to invite interesting and informed guest
speakers to meetings – other than when its own highly informed members such as Bill
Sugden, who spoke on Road Safety, and Len Stonebridge, who spoke on Guided
Weapons Systems, gave informative presentations.

These speakers give a clear

indication of the breadth of Club interests in Canberra and beyond. The first guest
speaker for 1973/74 was Larry Pickering, cartoonist with the Canberra Times and
National Times. Larry‘s topic was „Cartoons‟ (those he drew on the night (which was
a ladies night with many Rotaryannes attending) were auctioned at the next Club
meeting).

Other guest speakers included Mr David Roden, Past Director

Handicapped Children‘s Association of the ACT; Dr Richard Campbell, Head of
committee to examine education in the ACT gave the first details of his recently
completed Report; Jim Allan, member of the CID fraud squad; Frank Podger,
Forestry Officer with the Department of Primary Industry, spoke on „Diseases and
Fire in Eucalyptus‟;

Hans Westerman, Associate Commissioner for N.C.D.C. –

„Town Planning‟; Dick Neilson, First Secretary Political, UK High Commission –
„The Commonwealth‟;
Canberra‟;

Bill Barry, Canberra Historical Society – „History of

Jim Pead, Chairman ACT Advisory Council – „Development of

Canberra‟; Maurice Mitchell, artist, spoke briefly and staged an exhibition of his

42
work during the evening which was again a ladies night and well attended. David
Manning, a Rotary Foundation Scholar from Calgary, Canada, studying Industrial
Law at the ANU and accompanied by his wife, spoke to the Club on 10 October 1973
followed the next week by Major Rex Clark, a medal and badge authority who spoke
on „The New System of Honours‟. Dr W.A. Langsford, a Past Director of Health
Northern Territory, spoke on „Health of the Northern Territory Aborigines‟; Fred
Brenchley, a journalist from National Times spoke on reporting from Parliament
House; Ken Fry, Local Member of Federal Parliament and Minister for Local Government,

spoke on „Local Independence‟; Roy Flockton, Australian Cricketer, spoke on
„Cricket‟; and Peter Kumba, President of Canberra Amateur Wine Makers
Association – „Wine in Canberra‟.

During the year the Club pursued its interest in youth. Besides the many shorter visits
from Rotary Youth Exchange students, the Club took an active interest in Group
Study Exchange, RYLA and Rotary Foundation Scholars. It was successful in having
its nomination, Michael Molloy of Aranda selected by District as a Rotary Foundation
Scholar. Michael expressed a choice to attend either of two universities in England or
one in Canada. Peter Gilooley was nominated by the Club as a candidate for Rotary
Group Exchange. It was later reported that he was selected as a ‗Rotary Awardee‘
(presumably as a Rotary Group Exchange member) and was off to visit the mid-west
of America. Peter was not the first Rotary Group Exchange student nominated by the
Club and selected by District. Bob Donnelly, who was a member of the 1972 Rotary
Group Exchange and visited Mississippi and Louisiana of District 267 in the USA,
had been nominated by the RC Canberra Belconnen. Bob spoke to the Club on 20
March 1974 about his exchange. The Club‘s interest in Rotary Group Exchange or
Group Study Exchange continued when they attended a combined meeting on 8 May
1974 with the RC Canberra North to listen to a presentation from a visiting GSE team
from USA District 757 - – the team was led by Rotarian Garry Garretson ―from the
Blue Ridge Mountains in the Shenandoah Valley…Garry was born in London…and a
Rotarian since 1965...He said there were 61 years of continuous service to Rotary
from his family.‖25 Other team members were Dan Bird, a lawyer and Ken Frank, a

25

Club Bulletin no 160, dated 15 May 1974.
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Junior High School Principal with interests also in real estate and his own sheep and
cattle and a slimming centre.

The Third Club Changeover was held at the hibiscus room on Wednesday 19 June
1974 at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm dinner. According to the Bulletin editor 3 weeks before
the event, the cost was dress was advertised as ―informally formal; or formally
informal‖26 and the cost $3 per head. After Rotary Grace and a toast to Her Most
Gracious Majesty, the Queen guests were welcomed, and the business of the reading
of the President‘s Report by President Pat Walsh Ron Morrison was inducted as the
new president and he introduced his Board for 1974/1975 and made a presentation27
to outgoing President Ted Walsh. While no formal entertainment was mentioned on
the Program for the evening, the program includes the words of a song headed ‗End of
a Rotary Day‖ which with Auld Lang Syne and God Save the Queen were sung by
those present. Perhaps like club members at the time, a fitting way here to sum up the
year is reflected in the words of ‗End of a Rotary Day‘.
We‟re nearing the end of a Rot‟ry day, (Tune: “Perfect Day”)
Which will long remain in our thoughts;
It should send each member and guest away
With the joy that the day has brought;
For Rot‟ry means Service at work and play
And friendships that never fade;
So we grasp at the end of a Rot‟ry day
The hand of the friends we‟ve made.

26

Club bulletin No 162, dated 29 may 1974
Sometime in the history of the Club a practice started to present a bound copy of the Bulletins
produced during his year to the outgoing President. This would appear to be the first occasion of this
practice. A bound copy of the Bulletins for 1973-4 headed ‗A Memento of my Term as President has
been sighted by the writers. (Held in possession of David Southern – the Bulletin Editor for the year).
27
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1973/1974

Personalities of the Week
(Editor‘s explanation where possible, in italics.)
Most statements refer to the previous week‟s meeting possibly allied to enduring
characteristics.
Bulletin 27 June 1973
Don Monroe: For his involvement with the procuring of the coffee table, and then
having the good luck to win it. (Yet another Club raffle.)
Bulletin 11 July 1973
Les Wood:
For having an uncanny ability with mathematics. We finished up $10
ahead on the dinner dues last week. Les can‘t find it and who‘s complaining? (Les
was attendance officer for the year and consistently in the Bulletin Editors sights)
John Smith: For:
a) Losing his brief case
b) Not realising it was gone
c) Denying it was his when he found it.
Bulletin 4 August 1973
Jack Fitzpatrick: For apprising the Canberra ―Times‖ of his photographic qualities.
Bulletin 18 July 1973
Vas Khandekar: For the comment that would have been quote of the week if it hadn‘t
been for Masatoshi: ―Those massage parlours where you drive the car in and they pull
the curtains.‖
Bulletin 25 July 1973
Ron Morrison: For being one of the leading lights in Canberra. Makes one want to
blow a fuse!
John Bishoff: For trying to teach his boys Aussie Rules – but of course, they‘re more
discerning than that.
Bulletin 1 August 1973
Fyfe Bygrave: For, and I am not sure how, working N.Z. into his speech thanking the
guest speaker. (Fyfe was a New Zealander and never allowed to forget it [especially
by the Bulletin editor] and conversely never neglecting an opportunity to advertise it
and N.Z. itself.)
Bulletin 8 August 1973
Bill Sugden: For going on a diet. He maintains he‘s down to 161/2 stone- has the
greatest of difficulty in hanging onto his strides.
Bulletin 22 August 1973
Brian Daniell: George Buchanan, our guest from Seymour, Victoria, told the Club
they had considerable pleasure in exporting someone like Brian. We can understand
why!!
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Bulletin 2 September 1973
All Fellows: For their magnificent rendering of The Queen, especially with a
representative of Her Majesty‘s Government present. You Little Beauty! (The guest
speaker was a diplomat from the British High Commission).
Bulletin 19 September 1973.
Noel Cooper: For his verve and panache as sergeant, and for that delightful new
coinage ―Snorquay‖. (Alex Norquay had been noted for snoring during speakers
presentations. No doubt he was fined by Sergeant Noel).
Bulletin 26 September 1973
Don Monroe: For recommending John Smith as Foreign Co-respondent- that‘s
what‘s known as an international affair!
Bulletin 3 October 1973
Jack Peters: For setting out for Fiji and finishing up the Murray via Nowra.
Bulletin 10 October 1973
Noel Cooper: for his novel introduction of Len Stonebridge, when he was presenting
Len for induction.
Bulletin 17 October1973
Pat Walsh:
For his impeccable and unflappable savoir faire in running our
meetings.
Bulletin 24 October 1973
John Smith: For forgetting the Guest Speaker‘s name.
Bulletin 31 October 1973
Mal Ferguson: For coming out of the financial mire $1.30 to his credit.
Bulletin 7 November 1973
John Bishoff: After a stirring diatribe against shop-lifting by children at Higgins –
drank Alex Norquay‘s beer. The sins of the sons……
Bulletin 14 November 1973
John Faux:
For always asking Les how much the dinner charge is. Well fellows, its
still the all time low of $2.70.
Bulletin 21 November 1973
John Smith: for his excellently sustained reminder about the Belconnen High
School career‘s night – and about Miss Hostess Green.
Bulletin 6 February 1974
Ted Armstrong: Ted is still sporting the Toulouse Lautrec look. One wonders if it will
survive the rigours of the school week.
Bulletin 13 February 1974
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Dorothy Adams: For her cutting remark concerning your lovable scribe‘s home
suburb: ―Where‘s Macgregor? I heard it‘s around the bend.‖ Us intrepid souls, living
as we do under pioneer conditions, aren‘t necessarily of dubious stability. (Dorothy
was the Rotaryanne of Merv)
Bulletin 20 February 1974
Brian Daniell: For his new guise as ―Aunty Jack‖. ―Watch out you Lovelies, he‘ll rip
your bloody arms off is (sic) you cast aspersions on his motor-bike!‖
Bulletin 27 February 1974
Jack Fitzpatrick: For introducing that touch of luxury to show project…. where was
the caravan last year? (The Club manned a stall at the Canberra Show and
appreciated Jack‟s caravan.)
Bulletin 6 March 1974
Don Mitchell: For his very welcome return and then for immediately failing to act as
Steward.
Bulletin 20 March 1974
Bob Smethills:For his ruthless administration of the needle when one is relatively
helpless – but thanks anyway. (Seems the Bulletin editor had paid Bill a visit in his
surgery.)
Bulletin 27 March 1974
John Lott:
Just made the dinner fee but had to pass the hat around for the last 4c
Bulletin 3 April 1974
Alan Anderson:
For placing the bar in the catching pens. (The Club had a BBQ
at Alan‟s property).
Bulletin 10 April 1974
Peter Zacharoff:
For winning the award for the fastest steward of the night….
Meals were practically airborne.
Bulletin 24 April 1974
President Pat: For his rapidity on the uptake in fishing out a return banner for Peter
Dirkis.
Bulletin 1 May 1974
Les Wood:
For losing his attendance figures, and having to go back through past
bulletins.
Bulletin 15 May 1974
Don Monroe:
For his superlative performance as sergeant-at-arms.
Bulletin 5 June 1974
Russell Mears: For his perceptive insight into the workings of Wrest Point Casino.
Brian Daniell:
For his superb, if somewhat sustained rhetoric in introducing
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Attachment B to Rotary Year 1973/1974

Quotes of the Week
Selected quotes of the week written in the Bulletin during the year including,
sometimes, the Bulletin editor‘s comments.
13 June 1973
John Smith:

25 July 1973
Les Wood:
4 August 1973
Fyfe Bygrave:

12 September 1973
Les Wood:

―My God, you know, I haven‘t done it-I crave your
indulgence‖. Nice turn of phrase John.
―We are one buck down.‖

it appears that Fyfe Bygrave had volunteered to sail with the
―Supply‖ to the nuclear test area. Said one John Smith: He‘d do
anything to get to New Zealand.‖

Les Wood when told that John Smith never got less than 60%
attendance: But he‘s a banker and he always adds interest!‘

19 September 1973
The Bulletin reported: ―The fellows were in fine form. Here are a few examples:
‗You regular Rotarians- not speaking of your other habits‘ –
Les Wood
‗Everyone should be proud of their own Club – I enjoy coming
along every Thursday night.‘ – John Bischof
‗Fellows, instead of eating, let‘s have some notices.‘ –
President Pat.
3 October 1973
Don Monroe to Russell Mears: ―You not only gave me the soup but a ruddy great
thumbprint as well.”(Russell was on steward duty.)
7 November 1973
Alex Norquay:
14 November 1973
Don Monroe:
John Smith:
28 November 1973
Brian Daniell:
Pat Walsh:
John Smith:

―The one tax the Government hasn‘t brought in is the syntax.‖
―For the first time since we were married we had a beautiful
crop of mint, now we can‘t afford the lamb!‘
―If I‘m not right, it will be for the first time I‘ve been wrong.‖
Alan Anderson hasn‘t pulled out, he just can‘t come!‖
Mal would like to tell us about the group
crocks…er…cricketers‘
―Pat Walsh, President of the Belconnen Bowling Club..!‖

of
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6 March 1974
John Lott when accused of paying attention to the Queen: ―It
was Princess Anne that I was after!‖
3 April 1974
I must have been distracted by the charming company, because
I didn‘t quite catch the flow of wit and humour that usually
characterises our meetings. I promise to listen more closely this
week!! (Bulletin editors will go to any length to disguise their
lack of attention to duty!!)
10 April 1974
Don Monroe: ―Beef cattle has nothing to do with that assembly
of old cows that Alan Anderson runs.‖ (Alan of course had
some very fine beef cattle.)
17 April 1974
Pat Walsh when discovering that Canberra-North had inducted
a well-known cricketer: ―At least they‘ll have someone who
knows something about cricket.‖ (Pat was no doubt drawing on
his experience in the recent game against Canberra-North.)
24 April 1974
Once again our President makes his verbal presence felt with
this gem: ―Don‘t forget the Woolshed Romp fellows, you will
need rugs for the hay.‘ Do we look that sort of people Pat?
1 May 1974
My spies report that John Smith lost the keys to Alan
Anderson‘s utility. Alan‘s comment was: ―That @*/$?_@& soand-so!!‖
22 May 1974
Was reported from our Guest Speaker Mick Rippon: ―Take a
look at your insurance policies.‖ Maybe that was the title of his
speech?

49

Chapter Five
Expanding and Confirming Fellowship and Rotary Programs
1974/1975
Ron Morrison was inducted as the Club President for 1974/1975 at the Club
Changeover in June 1974. Perhaps among his many attributes for the job was having
had the audacity to suggest in the previous year that the Club consider the
introduction of conducting a Trash and Treasure market each Sunday – now was a
time for him to realise his suggestion or to have it scuppered. Feelings in the Club
about the project were generally mixed but sufficiently pro for those so inclined to
continue to press the case. Indeed, after first hearing of the proposal in January 1974,
during the 1973-74 Rotary year, it was in 1974/1975 that the Club finally decided to
‗take the plunge‘ and embark on the project. Ron and his team moved efficiently and
the first Trash and Treasure Market was opened in the Jamison Centre car park on 1
September 1974. It has been run by the Club nearly every Sunday in the same general
location ever since. Background to the Trash and Treasure Project is at Annex E.

Mal Ferguson the Club Community Service Director was quickly into his stride in the
new Rotary year to get TnT started. On 24 July he reported to the Club meeting28 on
the circumstances of the Market and a synopsis of his report is:
―We are working towards a commencement date of Sunday 1
September next, and for the market to operate from 10 am to 4 pm
each Sunday thereafter. The market will operate in the Jamison
Centre car-park next to the Jamison Inn. The concept of T&T is
simple. We lease stall spaces to sellers for $3 each Sunday and
charge buyers an entry fee of 20 cents (children under 12 free).
Items which may be sold comprise, for example, handicrafts, pottery,
paintings, leather goods, second hand clothing, household
appliances, book, furniture, etc. Approval for the project has been
obtained from the Dept. of Capital Territory and the business name
‗Trash and Treasure Market‘ has been registered. All moneys raised
will benefit local charities. It is hoped that this project will generate
sufficient revenue to (with the aid of a 2:1 government subsidy)
enable the construction of an old people‘s home in the Belconnen
area.
Similar markets operate successfully in Sydney and
Melbourne.
Manpower required
28

Club Bulletin No. 170, dated 24 July 1974
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Initially we will need 5 members each Sunday to: erect fencing,
mark stall spaces, collect money from stall holders & buyers, direct
stall holders to their spaces, dismantle fencing, deposit money. Once
the market is established we can call on other bodies e.g. APEX, to
operate the market for a percentage and this will lighten the burden
on our members. We hope to get free (news item) publicity in the
press, radio TV and get a VIP (Ken Fry?) to officially open the
market on 1/9/74. Obviously the success of this venture depends on
attracting sufficient stalls and buyers. Please go out of your way to
spread the word about T&T and encourage your friends to set up a
stall to get rid of their junk.‖
As well as keeping the Club informed early in the 1974/1975 year on progress
towards setting up the market, there had been already, and there was continuing, much
essential work ‗behind the scenes‘. Some members, including Mal Ferguson, Ron
Morrison Pat Walsh and Alan Anderson had been very busy both in the 1973/1974
and 1974/1975 Rotary years. Arrangements had to be entered in, and finalised, with
the Department of Capital Territory for the conduct of the Market and use of the carpark. Besides that, there were many additional consultations carried out with other
interested or impacted parties. In particular, from early on, meetings were held with
the businesses operating in Jamison through the Merchants‘ Association and by direct
approaches to gain their acceptance and some assistance such as a loud speaker
connection from the nearby pharmacy. The Club also sought to gain some confidence
that if it did open a market that there would be interested sellers. To assess and gauge
this confidence, Mal Ferguson sent a survey questionnaire to about 200 Clubs and
Associations in Canberra which were listed in an ACT government publication. He
wrote asking whether they would be interested in having a stall (see Attachment A)
and about forty responded in the affirmative. A questionnaire was also developed and
distributed more widely in the community seeking similar advice. This confidence
was important not only towards gauging a measure of support for the Market from
potential users; it led to the confidence to advertise the establishment of the Trash and
Treasure Market for potential visitors/buyers. Equally important too, it helped to gain
wider approval within the Club from club members to embark on the project since not
all were attracted to the idea initially. When it was decided to proceed, the original
estimate of stall numbers was based on responses to Mal‘s survey questionnaire and
the Club advertised the opening of the Market in local newspapers and over local
radio and had printed and distributed handbills about the Market. As it happened,
there were twenty-six seller‘s stalls at the first market and a slow but steady
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progression in stall numbers, and in buyers, over the following weeks. The launch of
the market was no ‗happenstance‘ or tackled in a manner of relying on luck, but rather
the result of careful planning and diligent work by Club members.
At the Club meeting on 7 August 1974, members were advised of the estimated
revenue and launching expenditure for the TnT Market. An estimated expenditure of
$800 pa was based on the costs of advertising, handbills, notices, fencing, vendor‘s
tickets, kalsomine and brushes and miscellaneous costs. Predicted revenue was based
on 50 stalls each week for a total of $112 (25 at $3 and 25 at $1.50) plus 1000 buyers
at 20c per head, Total $312 per week. This early idea of selling some stalls for $1.50
which was supposedly aimed at a discounted price for ‗worthy charities‘ which might
set up a stall, was never implemented. All stall spaces were sold at $3.

The Market opened much as Mal Ferguson had projected in July, operating from
10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Five members of the Club were rostered for duty for the whole
period. Soon after launching TnT, the initial experience of operations showed that the
member‘s duty roster should be altered to an Officer-In-Charge (OIC) each Sunday
and two split shifts of three members each. Still later, in April 1975, the Market times
changed to 8.00 am to 2.00 pm which reflected the times traders began to set up stalls
and the flow of buyers into the Market, which declined quickly after 2.00pm, and a
team of five members was again rostered for duty each Sunday at the Market. With
these changes, members could expect to be rostered for duty at TnT about once each
two months. As well, there was a general encouragement to members to turn up each
Sunday to help erect the demountable fence around the Market. The fence consisted
of ½ inch black plastic mesh which was held up by steel posts supported within old
car wheels. In all, quite heavy work to erect each Sunday and, according to one
member, ―lethal in winter.‖29 Apart from their duties erecting and then dismantling
the fence, those members on duty, were engaged in siting of stalls, collecting stall fees
and the 20c from buyers as they entered the market and of course, sorting out or
‗pouring soothing oil‘ on arguments or disagreements that might arise during the
conduct of the Market. TnT duty was all in all a considerable day‘s work for rostered
members.

29

Interview with Mal Ferguson, March 2008.
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The actual returns received from stalls at TnT on a weekly basis over the first 38
weeks, shown at Attachment B, amounted to $7131.00 giving a better result than the
predicted return. President Ron Morrison noted in his President‘s Annual Report at
the Club Changeover on 14 June 1975, that the total of money raised through the
Market during the year was $22,002 with a nett result of $18,641.00, and that all
proceeds were planned for Goodwin Homes to build accommodation for aged persons
in Belconnen. A government subsidy of 4 to1 made the total effort towards the Home
$92,205. This total of course included the 20c entry fee paid by each visitor which by
mid May 1975 numbered 64,545 persons. Members felt well satisfied with their
efforts.

Indeed the Club was later presented with the District 270 ‗Significant

Achievement Award‘ at the District Conference for the establishment of the TnT. In
reporting the presentation of the award to the Club the Bulletin noted:
―Congratulations all round to Pres. Ron whose leadership in this activity has been so
decisive.‖30 In the early days of the market, students from CCAE conducted a survey
which showed that 50% of stall holders came from Northside suburbs, 45% from
Southside suburbs and the remainder from a wide variety of locations not all in
Canberra. Such a result must have been heartening to the Rotarians involved since,
from the early concept; the aim had been to provide a focus and catalyst to involve the
emerging local community in a community melding and development experience as
well as to raise money for Rotary projects. Mal Ferguson developed a ‗starter‘s
package‘ to advise other Clubs of the project and its possibilities to raise money and
how they might go about setting up such a market. Some other clubs subsequently set
up markets in their areas based somewhat on the RC Belconnen experience. In
particular, the RC Balwyn, after four of its members visiting in a campervan spent a
weekend at the TnT Market, set up a most successful market (which they named the
Browse and Buy Bazaar) along somewhat similar lines in their area. The conduct of
TnT initially and since has not been without its difficulties and a more comprehensive
account of the Market and money disbursed over the years is at Annex H.
Such were the funds raised through the Market and the member‘s concern for proper
stewardship of the money raised, that as early as 23 October 1974 the Bulletin having
reported that on Sunday 20 October 1974 the total money raised was $697, went on to
state: ―the progressive gross total is now $3900. With such an amount now awaiting
30
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disposal, the Club needs to consider carefully its options.‖31 The Club had engaged in
talks with the Department of Capital Territory about the possible disposal of the
money. The Department suggested that use of the money towards helping a baby care
centre was not practical; they suggested instead the Club consult with Goodwin
Homes for the aged. But when the Club spoke to Goodwin Homes, they found that
Goodwin Homes were currently engaged in building in Farrar and unlikely to
consider anything at Belconnen until this was completed. Given the possible delay
with Goodwin Homes the same Bulletin stated: ―An alternative while we are marking
time for a major venture such as (Goodwin Homes) to come up, there might be value
in making a series of small donations to each of a number of charities. This fact could
then be advertised on a notice board outside Trash and Treasure with the suggestion to
the public that if they felt strongly in favour of a particular charity they should write
to our Club Secretary, Ted Short, setting out a case. In this way, we would overcome
any objections about withholding funds, or the arrangement being a ‗closed shop‘.
Certainly a number of folk enquire about what happens to the 20c fee, charged for
them looking around [the Market].‖32

The Bulletin subsequently noted that the

subject will be discussed next week. Unfortunately, records of any decision from the
following week are not available.

Notwithstanding, during 1974/1975 the Club

provided Koomarri and the YMCA with $100 each, Lifeline with $200, Apprentice to
Britain with $300, Spastic Centre and Handicapped Citizens with $50 each and
Marymead with $15. $60 was given to 2 distressed cases and $1030.63 to the Darwin
Appeal for cyclone relief. It conducted regular collections, mainly from members, for
the Rotary Foundation.
The Club continued to meet at the staff centre at the CCAE on Wednesdays at 6.00
pm for 6.30 pm dinner. Four members were still rostered as stewards for each
meeting. Membership fees were set at $14 per member with a note that the increase
over last year was due to a subscription to Rotary Down Under and increases in the
Rotary International levy.

Apart from its work to establish and to operate Trash and Treasure each Sunday, the
Club remained active in other areas of service. Among these areas it maintained its
31
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high interest in helping younger members of the community. It continued its roster of
help to Koomarri on two nights per week until later in the year when it was no longer
required. In February 1975 the Club formed the second Interact Club in District 270
when it sponsored the Interact Club of Belconnen High School. The Club had first
addressed the possibility of setting up this Club in September 1974 and its
establishment and set up heavily involved John Faux, Ted Armstrong and David
Southern (Assistant Principal of Belconnen High School). The Interact Club met on
Thursday at lunchtime and, under its own Board, organised and ran the Club but with
RC Canberra-Belconnen members providing support and a presence at each meeting.
All members of the Interact club were students and its Board was elected by those
student members.

The members of the RC Canberra-Belconnen were quick to

congratulate those elected to the Interact board who were; President, Simon Barkley;
Vice President Linzi Jones; Secretary, Cathy Ranyard; Treasurer, Jenny Carr;
Directors, Geoff Porter, Rosemary Charles and Anne Tippett. After the formation of
the Interact Club the RC Canberra-Belconnen followed up with an invitation to the
Board of the Interact Club to a Club meeting on 28 May 1975 and extended its
congratulations to all of the office bearers. The Club had been most enthusiastic to
sponsor and establish the Interact Club and were pleased with the early initial
initiatives taken by the Interact Board which in a few weeks had brought forward
several fund raising options including the collection of stamps to fund an international
project. The Interact Club had also provided 8 members to assist in the Red Cross
doorknock appeal on 23 March 1975 and sent two representatives to the Rotary
District Conference in Goulburn. The Bulletin recorded after the meeting on 28 May
1975 that the Interact Board members were ―all personable and able young folk.‖33
Alan Anderson was thanked for organising the successful night. Part of the Club‘s
service to youth was its successful conduct of two career nights for students at
Belconnen High School and Ginninderra High School. These were well attended by
Club members who were kept busy ―by students eager to learn of the opportunities
available to them on completion of their schooling.‖34 The Club arranged for the
assistance of thirty-six visiting ‗advisers‘ from Australian National University,
Canberra Institute of Technology and Canberra College of Advanced Education at the
Ginninderra High School Careers night to help the 9 Rotarians and one Rotaryanne
33
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present, to answer students questions. Alan Anderson was again thanked by the Club
for his work in arranging the successful evening. The Club nominated Mr A.M.
Malloy of Aranda who was selected by the District Committee for a Rotary Graduate
Fellowship. Unfortunately Mr Malloy had to relinquish the award due to personal
reasons. The Club hosted one member from the visiting Kansas USA GSE team
visiting District 270 and a Club Committee of three interviewed fifteen applicants in
late September 1974 for the forthcoming GSE Team from the District. Peter Gillooly
who was nominated by the Club for the previous earlier District GSE team returned to
the Club on 31 July 1974 and spoke of his experiences in visiting Kansas City. On his
team he was accompanied by a farmer, a Customs Officer, an ABC Rural Officer, and
a Mathematics Lecturer. He stressed the efforts there to develop decentralisation of
industries in the small towns of the area and noted that average wheat and maize
yields per acre for the area were much larger than in Australia. The Club together
with many Rotaryannes also attended a combined meeting with other Canberra based
Rotary Clubs to welcome home the whole GSE team on its return from its visit to
Kansas. Through an arrangement with the RC Darwin North, the Club hosted Rotary
exchange students from Singapore and Brazil during their August school holidays and
took an interest in assisting scouts and other youth groups. Among other ‗hands on‘
work in the week before Christmas 1974, Club members in conjunction with members
of the Canberra-Belconnen Inner Wheel Club staged a concert for patients at the
Allambee Nursing Home. Members were again engaged in filling show bags and
blowing up balloons for sale at the Canberra show during February 1975. Nett
proceeds for the Club from this effort amounted to $832. The Club entered a float
with a TnT theme in the street procession staged during Canberra week. Des Videan
took a busload of Allambee Nursing Home patients to see the procession. Members
also assisted at a Science Exhibition at the Australian National University being
staged as a part of Canberra Week.

On Australia Day members assisted at

Rhienwinkle‘s Animal Farm to raise funds for the ACT Spastic Centre (this was the
commencement of the Club providing support to the Centre even to the present). The
Club participated in a door knock for the Australian Kidney Foundation on Sunday 1
June 1975 and the Club made special arrangements for members to attend the Red
Cross Blood Transfusion Service on 8 June 1975 but there was disappointment in that
only 10 turned up!

It also maintained close ties with the YMCA with a Club

representative attending monthly meetings of the YMCA Belconnen Branch. Mal
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Ferguson organised for the members to purchase Rotary Tee Shirts which they were
to wear at all fundraising activities and for social outings.
The Club conducted what it called a VFL (Victorian Football League) Raffle for a
prize of two night‘s accommodation in Melbourne, two return airfares from Canberra
to Melbourne and two reserved seat tickets to the VFL Grand final, plus $100
spending money. Tickets were sold at $1 each after much Club discussion about the
price of $1 being too high to attract many buyers, but the response was such that the
Club finished up with a nett profit of $550 for the project.

Club Assemblies remained on the Club Program being held about each quarter during
the year and they continued to involve members in the ―usual chance to engage in a
free-ranging discussion on matters germane to Rotary and to this club in particular.‖35.
The Club continued to conduct 5 minute job talks by members at regular intervals and
most members were called upon during the year to contribute. These continued to be
well received as interesting, informative, often amusing and ―gave the fellows a better
understanding of one another.‖36 Don Monroe was the Program Chairman for the
year. He arranged ―a wide variety of interesting, informative and sometimes most
hilarious programmes, not to mention a never ending supply of ‗night caps‘.‖37
The Club continued to put some emphasis on it‘s inter club activity. As well as the
combined meeting to welcome home the GSE team the Club joined with members of
the RC North Sydney in social activities when they visited Canberra on 28-29
September; it hosted RC Yass on 23 October 1974 at the Hibiscus Room at Jamison;
members were guests of RC Canberra North on 15 May 1975 and joined with the
combined clubs of Canberra for a Christmas night. It continued its association with
other Service Clubs in the local area when John Smith organised a Combined Service
Club meeting including the local Apex Club, the Lions Club and the Junior Chamber
of Commerce on 16 April 1975. ―The visiting Presidents all agreed that further
combined nights would be desirable… with …fellows united in…serving our
community.‖38
35

Here the Club saw Belconnen as being ‗our‘ community – a
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community of which they were a part and prepared to serve, it demonstrates that the
Club felt a part of the Belconnen society and the community development and
relationships within the emerging Belconnen area. Although the meeting was not
recorded as a special club birthday celebration, the Bulletin for the meeting on 16
April 1975, noted that the Club was now nearly four years old and for fellows to ―Fill
those glasses; a toast.‖39

The official visit of DG Vic Skermer occurred on 11 September 1974. The members
appreciated his comprehensive coverage of the major aims and expectations for the
year especially relating to youth and membership and his insistence in organising his
address so as to ensure an 8.00 pm finish for the meeting. Members participated in
two Club debates as a part of the year‘s program. The first was held on 17 July 1974
probably to get the year off to a member inclusive year and to benefit from some
‗home grown‘ humour. The subject for the debate was ‗Union bans on Frank Sinatra
should have been lifted‟. It was reported that ―Bob Smethills, Pat Walsh and Len
Stonebridge spoke for the Government and Bruce Upton, Brian Daniell and David
Southern for the Opposition. The fellows did a good job light heartedly with many
interesting ideas. It‘s not the first time these fellows have debated.‖40

Later, on

23 September 1974, the debating subject was ‗Child Endowment should be paid to
husbands and be liable to tax.‟ Again it was reported that, ―The government was led
by Bill Spinks with Mal Ferguson and Alan Norquay supporting: the Opposition was
led by Ted (drink it down) Short who was out, it seems, to show his poor old dad that
he, Ted, knew how to empty the glasses – boy what a spectacle. Then to dazzle the
audience Bruce Sharp unbuttoned his coat and let the yellow vest he was wearing
shine forth. That, plus the arguments devised by the financial wizard John de Plater,
took the discussion into nether nether land.

No wonder the adjudicator Alan

castigated both sides and awarded a shared victory and shared defeat.‖41 These
debates were enjoyed by all and provided member participation and yet another
catalyst in moulding the fellowship and camaraderie in the Club.

Don Monroe

conducted a ‗Test your Luck‘ program on 7 May 1975 - many were unaware of what
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the program meant but soon learned that it was a fun filled money raiser with proceed
to club projects.
When not engaged in providing their own speakers the Club maintained a good
representation of guest speakers during the year. In each case the Bulletin continued
to list those nominated to introduce speakers and those to thank them. Speakers‘
subjects covered local issues and circumstances while others offered topics of a wider
nature. Among guest speakers and their topics were: Mr Reg O‘Grady, Canberra
manager of the Queensland Government Tourist Bureau; Mr Allan Hardy and Mr
Peter Binns, who were helping the Senior Scouts to put together a film; Mr Warren
Nicholl, Canberra Stipendiary Magistrate, spoke on „Canberra Court of Petty
Sessions‟; Mr Bob Reid, Executive Director of the Canberra chamber of Commerce;
Mr Tony Blunn, the new City Manager; Major Cairns, Salvation Army, Relevance of
the Salvation Army to Modern Times‘; [the next week at TnT, Russ Mears
spontaneously collected from TnT stall holders and visitors to raise funds for the
Salvation Army – such was the feeling of assistance to the community developed in
the Club]; Mr David Hardman, Air Traffic Controller Fairbairn RAAF Base, „Air
Traffic Control‟; Mr Ron Bell, Physically Handicapped Children‘s Association; Mr
Greg Cornwall, MLA for Fraser, „An Unbiased View of the Legislative Assembly‟s
Function‟. On 28 May 1975, David Southern gave a Job Talk which he directed
towards understanding young teenagers at the same meeting at which the Club
entertained the Board members of the Belconnen High School Interact Board.
Ladies nights and activities with the Inner Wheel Canberra- Belconnen Club
continued as a part of the Club‘s program. In all there were six ladies nights with
three at Club functions, one at the combined meeting with RC Canberra North held at
the Hungarian Club, one a Club night with RC Canberra and one as a combined night
with all Canberra clubs to welcome home the District GSE team. At the combined
meeting with the RC Canberra North on 15 May 1975, the guest speaker was Major
General Allan Stretton of Darwin Cyclone fame, who included in his talk a thank you
to all Rotarians for their help to Darwin Cyclone relief. In addition to the ladies‘
nights, an other social gathering which included families was the Children‘s
Christmas party, again at Alan and Helen Anderson‘s property, ―a delightful venue for
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this most enjoyable evening.‖42 Members assisted the Inner Wheel Club members
with packing of biscuits on Saturday 10 May 1975 and their delivery the next day, as
Mother‘s Day gifts for the people at the Allambee Nursing Home.
At the commencement of the Rotary year the club had a membership of thirty-four
and by 15 October 1974 had increased its numbers to thirty-seven. A day later at the
meeting on 16 October 1974, two further members were inducted. They were Rod
Southwell, classification ‗Building Construction‘, and Bob Slater, ‗Stud Cattle‘.
Previously on 17 July 1974 the Club had inducted Des Videan, classification ‗Airlines
Administration‘. Other new members included Bruce Sharp, a Rotarian from Darwin
North under the classification of ‗Government – Surveying‘, Cliff Keyworth,
classification ‗Town Planning‘

and Rod Jory, classification ‗Education – Tertiary

Administration‘. Allan Forester ―of Deniliquin fame‖43 was inducted on 9 April 1975
with the classification of ‗Education Secondary‘ and Elmar Karotam as Senior Active,
on 11 June 1975. Charter member John Scutt and Pat Fitzgerald and Steve Rawlings
all left the Club so that by the end of the 1974-75 year the Club membership
numbered forty-one including fourteen charter members, a healthy growth of nearly
100% in the four years or so from the Club being chartered. John Faux became the
first senior Active member in the Club during the year.

Club attendance at meetings varied through the year with no reported 100% nightly
attendances but with a very respectable ―average attendance of 82% for the year
which was above the District average for the year.‖44 This was achieved with at least
one of the members being on leave throughout most of the year and with other
members requiring to travel overseas usually on business from time to time. There
were nine members who recorded personal attendance figure of 100%. They were
Mal Ferguson, Brian Daniell (despite his reputation for coming late to meetings – all
to do with when he could close his shop but a matter not lost for jocular comment by
others in the membership), Jack Fitzpatrick, King Leggett, Ted Short, Don Monroe,
Ron Morrison, Pat Walsh and Bruce Sharp. Such an overall attendance record,
including nine members with 100%, demonstrates a high level of commitment to the
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Club‘s purpose and their enjoyment in their Club membership, its fellowship and
furthering its contribution to the community.
The Club Changeover for the year was a ladies night, and held at the Belconnen Way
Hotel at 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm on 14 June 1975 – dress Black tie or Lounge Suit – at a
cost of $7 per head. In the week prior to the Changeover the Bulletin reported: ―Trash
and Treasure Waltz. A whisper is going around about Mal Ferguson and the
Changeover Night. Being another member of the mighty free Press, your Bulletin is
going to publish this whisper, true or not. Mal is not only going to bring his beautiful
wife Libby to the Changeover (ackshally (sic), he never takes her anywhere) but they
are going to demonstrate a fascinating new dance called the TRASH AND
TREASURE WALTZ. This new dance is full of square movements like parking lot,
and has numerous short stops in the movement (technically known as stalls). Mal and
Libby have been practising and Mal says they can roll around just like a lot of 20c
pieces.‖45 There were no reports of the veracity of this rumour or not or indeed
whether Mal slipped and sprained his ankle at the Changeover but suffice to say that
the members through the Bulletin, had expressed in their own way their appreciation
for Mal‘s work and his noteworthy drive to get the Market underway and the
agreeable results that had occurred.

The Changeover night on 14 June 1975 was an enjoyable success for all attending.
DG Vic Skermer responded to the Toast to Rotary while Merle Fitzpatrick and Libby
Ferguson both accompanied by Cath Armstrong, provided solo entertainment and Jan
Upton provided a musical item. The presence and ―well accepted‖46efforts of these
ladies in particular, together with the Bulletin reporting that ―a highlight of the
evening‖47 was the attendance of so many Rotaryannes, once again demonstrated the
very close involvement of Rotaryannes in Club social activities. There were the usual
formalities of speeches which were ―generally…short and to the point.‖48 John Smith
was inducted as President for 1975/1976 and he then introduced the Club Board for
that year. President Ron was proud to write in his Annual Report delivered at the
Changeover: ―It is with a tremendous feeling of pride that I present to you this report
45
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on the activities and efforts of the Rotary club of Canberra- Belconnen for the year
1974-75. This feeling of pride is not so much for what we have achieved but for the
dedication and sacrifices made by so many and the efforts and support of each and
every member‖49 It is fitting that this chapter should close with that feeling of pride
and of a job well done by all in a participative and full year of service and fellowship
and the development of the Club. But the very last word perhaps, should go to the
Bulletin which reported; ―This club is now well established as a good working club
and a good fellowship club. DG Vic was lavish in his praise for the combined efforts
of all members.‖50
The Formative Years. Summary.
During this formative period of the Club, members managed to establish some well
chosen and enduring foundations. During the period these foundations were still
‗curing‘ and the cement ‗yet to dry and firm up‘ but there is no doubt that members
made strenuous efforts to follow the Rotary credo and pursue programs of Service
above Self. They sought to establish a club within an emerging suburban area where
many lacked extended families, in which each of them and their families could relate
with each other at the Club, and beyond the Club, enjoy fellowship and achieve
satisfaction in pursuing help to others and developing the community. While a men‘s
club, the recognition by, and wish of members for participation by member‘s
Rotaryannes and families in the important social side of club business was clearly
demonstrated. Such contribution continued to be reinforced through the Inner wheel
Club of Canberra-Belconnen which was made up essentially from the wives of the
members of RC Canberra-Belconnen. Contrary to what many might espouse, this
difference in membership did not necessarily deprive one group or the other of
equality – there was willingness by all to be supportive, to engage with each other and
to benefit the community in ways appropriate to their membership, time, qualities and
resources. Club meeting programs added to the understanding among members of
Canberra and its surrounds, topical social issues and knowledge of community
resources, their programs and help needed.
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The Club successfully doubled in membership over the period despite some losses
often due to work location changes. The members showed great respect for each
other and were keen to learn about each other - to develop a ‗wholeness‘ of
understanding and fellowship. They developed a well honed camaraderie based on
this respect and an enduring but not insulting humour and chiacking among
themselves. The Club has to be indebted to its Presidents, all of whom had been
Rotarians at other clubs, and other leaders throughout the period. These men saw the
essential need for participation by all members. They allowed and fostered members‘
participation in the conduct of the Club‘s affairs, its direction of development and
formation, and in bringing forth projects and working towards their fulfilment.
Members responded accordingly, and willingly gave of their time and resources to
pursue the Club‘s aims.
In a Rotary sense the Club was supportive of the Rotary Foundation and its programs.
It saw particularly a need to engage in those programs supportive of younger people.
Its early support of RYLA, GSE, the Rotary Graduate Program and Interact
demonstrated its desire and interest in always looking to the future and to helping
younger people to develop socially, in character and professionally. At the other end
of the age spectrum the club quickly recognised a need for assistance to house older
people within the Belconnen area. Its support to these endeavours extended beyond
the range of particular Rotary programs to assisting and being involved with local
scouts, and other youth groups within Belconnen, indeed the endeavours towards the
aged was an initiative of the Club itself. It instituted a demanding and very successful
fund raising initiative to support its Rotary activities.

It can truly be said that the Club leadership and Club membership with the support of
their families, brought into being within the wide fellowship of Rotary, a well
rounded, happy, progressive and fulfilling club that drew credit to itself and to Rotary,
for its contribution to the community and the very evident spirit of support and
camaraderie among members and their Rotaryannes.
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1974/1975
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Attachment B to Rotary Year 1974/1975
TRASH AND TREASURE
WEEK
NO.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
37
38

DATE
1/09/1974
8/09/1974
15/09/1974
22/09/1974
29/09/1974
6/10/1974
13/10/1974
20/10/1974
27/10/1974
3/11/1974
10/11/1974
17/11/1974
24/11/1974
1/12/1974
8/12/1974
15/12/1974
22/12/1974
29/12/1974
5/01/1975
12/01/1975
19/01/1975
26/01/1975
2/02/1975
9/02/1975
16/02/1975
23/02/1975
2/03/1975
9/03/1975
16/03/1975
23/03/1975
30/03/1975
6/04/1975
13/04/1975
20/04/1975
27/04/1975
4/05/1975
11/05/1975
18/05/1975

NO OF
STALLS
26
40
46
56
34
26
69
75
65
59
83
82
86
97
95
107
67

$
AMOUNT
78
120
138
168
102
78
207
225
195
177
249
246
258
291
285
321
201

CUMULATIVE
$
78
198
336
504
606
684
891
1116
1311
1488
1737
1983
2241
2522
2817
3138
3339

25
38
46
33
60
63
53
35
67
77
76
90
33
35
98
103
85
97
80
70

75
114
138
99
180
189
159
105
201
231
228
270
99
105
294
309
255
291
240
210

3414
3528
3666
3765
3945
4134
4293
4398
4599
4820
5058
5328
5427
5532
5826
6135
6390
6681
6921
7131
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PART TWO – THE DEVELOPING CLUB -1975/76 –1980/81
Introduction
The introduction of Trash and Treasure in 1974 brought an enhanced method of fund
raising as well as a community service and it required a dedicated weekly manning by
Club members.

The additional funds raised began to open up more significant

opportunities for the club to support Rotary and community programs. But, it would
be unfair and indeed incorrect, to assume that the advent of Trash and Treasure was
responsible for any increase in the Club‘s dedication to Rotary programs, the
community and to Club fellowship; it did allow the Club greater discretion and funds
to more widely support its continuing endeavours towards Rotary‘s ‗Service Above
Self‘.
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Chapter Six
Rotary Years 1975/1976 – 1977/78

1975-76
In the first year of the period that the authors have called the Developing Club 197576—1980-81, the Club continued to build on its earlier formative years. Much of the
same themes and emphasis which were so important and instrumental in the success
of the formative period were continued and further developed.

Importantly the

aspects of fellowship among members (including that of their Rotaryannes),
camaraderie and members‘ collective support and humour remained to complement
their earnest endeavours to offer service to the community.

The Club remained in District 270 for the period and continued to meet each week at
The Union, Canberra College of Advanced Education at Bruce. The Club followed
previous practice of appointing four stewards each night to facilitate service of the
meals. President John Smith arranged for a Club Assembly for the first meeting of
the new Rotary year demonstrating once again the propensity for the Club to ensure
members had a say about Club policies and in particular Objects for 1975-76 or any
other matter they wished to raise early in the year.

1975-76 brought the introduction of a new Directorate in the Club namely Trash and
Treasure Directorate. It had responsibility for the conduct of the Trash and Tressure
Market and its inaugural Director was Ron Morrison. Understandably, the Trash and
Treasure Market remained a major feature of Club activities but it was not singularly
pursued to the exclusion of other Club projects and pursuits. Indeed, following on
from the previous year, there were differing views among members regarding the
Market. At a Club Assembly on the 17 September 1975 the Market was the subject of
discussion, along with considerations affecting the proposed assistance to Goodwin
Homes development in Page.

Another Club Assembly on 29 October further

discussed the workings, continuation and name of the Market and in the Bulletin on 5
November following the Club Assembly on 29 October, the Bulletin editor wrote:
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―From last weeks meeting [29 October] one thing was proven beyond doubt
and that is we are a very united Club. There may have been two schools of
thought on what is the best course of action to take as regards our ‗problems‘
with Trash and Treasure but all members obviously feel a close involvement
and have strong feelings that our Sunday activity no matter what it is called,
involves them personally. It could be that the end result of all our troubles
will be a bigger and better market and a stronger than ever club.‖
The Club continued to support the community in practical ways as well as utilising
the many larger grants now available by virtue of Trash and Treasure. Trash and
Treasure was viewed as a continuing work in progress and President John Smith in his
report on the year as contained in the Club‘s Annual Report 1975-76 noted that the
Club was engaged in organising submissions to the Minister of the Capital Territory
seeking more liberal trading arrangements for Trash and Treasure. He also reported
that ―Trash and Treasure continues from strength to strength … a $900 a day result is
becoming the norm and our record income day stands at $1129.‖ Interestingly the
market suffered its first complete wash out on 22 June 1975 when no funds were
collected. As at 20/06/76 the results of Trash and Treasure since its inception were;
Total gross receipts
Total nett receipts
Total paying patrons
Estimated Total Weekly attendance
Estimated Weekly stalls

$63,500
$57,236
187,555(excludes children
who were not charged)
4000 (includes children)
90

In addition various charities who conducted their own stalls at Trash and Treasure at
times during the year raised collectively about $1000 per week when in attendance.
The Club Bulletin suggested on 1 October that ―next week [Trash and Treasure]
should see over 100,000 paying patrons through the gate.‖ A further prediction made
in the Bulletin later in the year suggested that the Trash and Treasure takings ―might
even make $1000 a day before Christmas.‖ Both of these predictions were realised –
the 100,000 person passed through the gate on 5 October 1975. The Bulletin reported
it thus:
‖ OIC King [Leggett] last Sunday turned on a delightful day for his team who
saw the 100,00th (sic) paying visitor pass through the entrance: there is no way
of knowing who it was but it could have been a Senator and former Attorney
General or a local TV announcer or one of the many other VIPs who paid up
their 20 cents.‖
The Club collected $1021.15 from Trash and Treasure on 7 December 1975. The
tone of the Club at the time does not support any contention that these predictions
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were made in any boastful manner; rather they represent an enthusiasm for Trash and
Treasure and a growing realisation of the benefits the Club could provide to the
community from its hard earned success. Benefits perhaps well beyond even the
wildest dreams of members some 18 month earlier. Hard earned is not used lightly manning Trash and Treasure was both physically demanding as well as somewhat
emotionally draining plus it required members giving up their time at regular intervals
during the year to man the Market. The Club rostered five members to man the
Market for several hours each Sunday of the year. Duties included placing out and
retrieving the delineating fence, manning the entrance gate and taking the entry
payments of visitors as well as collecting stall fees and generally managing the daily
activities of the market and counting and banking the proceeds. John Smith in his
report noted that ―through ‗professional‘ approaches made by Les Wood the Club
received considerable exposure on radio, TV and press during the year.‖51

The Club maintained its involvement with, and support to, the Interact Club of
Belconnen High School.

This successful program commenced in 1974-75 was

supported by a sub- committee of the Club chaired by Jack Fitzpatrick. Past President
Ted Armstrong (also Chairman of the District Interact Committee), David Southern
and Alan Anderson were among the very supportive Rotarians. The Interact Club of
Belconnen High school was formally charted by Rotary International on 6 December
1975. The Club assisted the Interact Club to conduct its Charter and first Changeover
Dinner which was held at the Canberra College of Advanced Education Dining Room
on 6 December 1975. The Interact Charter was presented by Past District Governor
Vic Shermer (District Governor Mick Cummins). The Interact Club after a successful
period of operations was glad to receive its Charter. At the Changeover, President
Simon Barkley handed over to incoming president Geoff Porter for 1976. At the time
of the Changeover the Interact club still retained thirty of its forty charter members
and had received two new members and the total membership was now thirty-two.
Clearly the demands of school including progression through classes and from school
had effects on the membership. Jack Fitzpatrick, Ted Armstrong, David Southern,
John Smith and Alan Anderson each had a part in the proceedings of the night. The
Club congratulated Jack Fitzpatrick, Ted Armstrong and David Southern particularly

51
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on the ―birth of the new Club and for an evening which the young people should
remember for a long time‖. During the year Ted Armstrong organised and he and his
wife Cath escorted, a bus load of Interactors to attend the Chartering of the Leeton
Interact Club where it was reported they received VIP treatment during their stay.
Later members organised a party of Interactors to travel to the Tumut Interact Club
Charter night. Leeton Interactors also attended the Belconnen High School Charter
night when they were hosted in Canberra including accommodation and sight- seeing
by Club members. A strong relationship developed between the three Interact Clubs.
President John Smith noted that Jack Fitzpatrick had a ―busy and fruitful year‖. This
was a major project for the Club which again demanded considerable time and effort
from members.

At the commencement of 1975-76, fourteen charter members remained in the Club.
Increases in membership including a net of four in 1975-76, resulted in a membership
of 46 by the end of the year. New members inducted in 1975-76 were Alistair
Christie, Roy Green, Jim Peters, Harry Phillips, Carry Rogers and Peter Strauss. Two
other members, Col Makin and Graham Darley, were due for induction at the first
meeting in 1976-77. Losses during the year were John Bischoff who moved to
Batemans Bay and joined the Rotary Club of Batemans Bay and Peter Zacharoff who
resigned. At John‘s last meeting with the Club -30 July 1975- members wished him
well and noted that he would be greatly missed.

As the District Governor‘s

representative he was closely involved in forming the Club in 1971. The success of
the Club is a tribute to him. Later, when a member of the Rotary Club of Batemans
Bay, John was appointed as District Governor.

Club Assemblies were held regularly at about quarterly intervals to progress the
activities and policies of the Club. As well a varied and informative group of guest
speakers arranged under Alan Anderson as Program Director spoke to the Club. The
District Governor paid his official visit to the Club on 13 August 1975. Other guest
speakers included Nicholas Erby, manager of 2CC; Dr Barry Richardson, genetic
disorders; Mr Jim Dunn adviser to the Federal Government spoke on The Effect in
Australia and the Far East of the wars in Asia; Bill Strutt, Experience in the field of
Agriculture in Uruguay; Graeme Hargraves former Trade commissioner to Peru; Neil
Steeper, leader of the band Clean Living Clives, spoke on Jazz Music; Keith Advent,
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honorary secretary of Outreach; and Mr Yosef Hassin, counsellor Embassy of Israel.
On 28 January 1976 Rod Cheatly spoke on The Kelly Gang – the Bulletin editor
thought that this was a most appropriate topic following Australia Day. During Youth
activities week on 15 October 1975the Club sought an appropriate guest speaker and
invited Miss Alwynne Hoodan, an instructor in the Outward bound Movement, to
speak. Club members including Fyfe Bygrave, Russ Mears, Alex Norquay, Ron
Morrison and Rod Jory, made presentations to the Club. Rod Jory brought some 16
year old students to the Club to talk with members about how 16 year olds think!!
Members were again rostered in the Bulletin each week to either introduce or thank
the guest speakers. Some meetings, usually BBQs, were held on four occasions at
member‘s homes or vocational premises – Ted Short hosted two meetings at his house
while John Smith hosted one over Christmas for members and Rotaryannes while one
meeting was held at King Leggett‘s garage. Alan and Helen Anderson kindly hosted
the Club Christmas party at their home Pine Ridge on 17 December 1975. This was a
great occasion with families present and of course a visit from Santa together with
carol singing and a basket dinner brought by the various members and their families.
Ladies nights were a regular nominated feature in the Program and included the
Christmas Party, Club Birthday, Changeover, District Governor‘s visit as well as the
BBQs mentioned above. There was a joint meeting with the Rotary club of Yass and
members attended a joint meeting chaired by President John Smith, of all local clubs
and held in Queanbeyan to welcome the GSE team visiting from Arkansas.
Meetings were well attended with an average attendance of about 80% during the year
with one night 100%. Eight members were recorded with 100% attendance. They
were King Leggett, Ron Morrison, Ted Short, John Smith, Mal Ferguson, Bruce
Sharp, Jack Fitzpatrick and Brian Daniell. At least Ron Morrison and Jack Fitzpatrick
can claim 100% attendance throughout their time in Rotary. The rule requiring 60%
attendance by each member in each of the six months of the year was extant and
brought to the attention of members in the Annual report by President John Smith, so
clearly some members were not so diligent regarding attendance.
As mentioned earlier the Club provided practical and financial support to the
community. It was a feature of the Club during 1975-76 that much practical support
was given to Youth and notable for its extent and member involvement. Apart from
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the support given to the Interact Club of Belconnen High School, Club members
particularly supported Youth through;
Essay Competition through schools on “Safety in the Community”.
Hosting visiting GSE team member.
Actively seeking nominations from the community to participate in the district
outgoing GSE team to Kent. Six nominees were interviewed by the Club
selection committee which consisted of President John Smith, Past President
Ted Armstrong and the Club International Service Director, Mal Ferguson.
The selection committee recommended two nominees to proceed to District
selection to compete in the final selection of five to proceed on the GSE visit.
They were Bob Clarke, the Executive Officer and Secretary of the Aboriginal
Arts and Crafts Pty. Ltd. and Brian Triglome, an Establishment Inspector,
Department of Social Security. Unfortunately neither was selected. However,
one nominee to the Club was passed to Canberra City Club and was
successful. Additionally two Club members David Southern and Ted
Armstrong, were nominated by the Club to apply to lead the team, again they
were unsuccessful at the district selection.
Active participation in ‗careers nights‘ at three local high schools and Hawker
College.
Providing two nominees to attend RYLA. Rosemary Charles and Donna
Daniels – both members of Belconnen High School Interact Club were
selected to attend.
Hosted two Japanese Rotaract students for three days while they were visiting
Canberra.
Combined meeting with Rotary club of Canberra North and the Interact Club.
Youth exchange program. The Club co-ordinated a bus visit for students from
District 265 including billets and sightseeing tours. The Club interviewed two
students Lyn Hartwig and Roselyn Binns and nominated them to the District
Committee as potential exchange students for 1976-77. The results of the
District selection were not yet to hand during the 1975-76 year.
Other practical support beyond Youth matters included:
Participation in a combined services clubs joint meeting arranged by APEX
and including J.Cs, Lions and the Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen.
Attendance at the inaugural dinner for the Ginninderra APEX Club
High club participation in the annual show bags and balloons stall at the
Canberra Show. Members were rostered for duty over 3 days of the show
covering the period from 9.00 am to 6 or 7.00 pm. 1100 show bags were all
packed and stored by Club members prior to the Show. Packing took place at
King Leggett‘s garage while the completed bags were stored in Jack
Fitzpatrick‘s caravan.
Participation with a Trash and Treasure float in the Canberra Day Procession.
Framing and distribution of ‗4 way test‘ plaques
Door knocks and Envelope Drops campaigns for various charities
Supported Red Cross Blood donor appeals – 3trips were made by some
members to the blood bank during the year.
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Trash and Treasure returns allowed the Club to make a number of financial grants.
These included:
Salvation Army for a Special Emergency relief trailer
$600
Outreach organisation
$1474
Norfolk Island ‗Flite –a-thon‘
$50
(During the year the Club was visited by Kik Quintal and wife Donni from
Norfolk Island. They were making a 16,120 km flight around Australia to
raise funds to rebuild the operating theatre on Norfolk as a Rotary project).
Rostrum (a public speaking Competition for secondary schools) $200
RYLA
$140
United Church in Solomon Islands
$220
Sundry International Service projects including the provision of 10 $162
Bags of cement for brick and tile making in the central Celebes of Indonesia
for building hospitals clinics schools with work done by the local people.
Other money was sent to the Salvation Army in Indonesia to sponsor the
education of an orphan in Indonesia for one year. (To encourage family
planning the Government only provides education for the first 3 children in a
family and an orphanage is classed as a family.)
District 270 Project in Fiji
$100
Rotary Foundation (This made the Club a 400% Club)
$810
Australian Cancer Council
$100
Water pump for Oombulgurri Human Development Project
$200
Canberra Women‘s Refuge for industrial washing machine
$350
Royal Life Saving Society
$100
Red Cross Society for a wheel chair
$250
Many of these contributions supported the Club policy that wherever possible they
should endeavour to donate for something tangible. These grants to the community
total approximately $5000 for the year.
During the year the Club pursued its major aim for Trash and Treasure money for
providing support for the establishment of Goodwin Homes for the Aged in page. The
Club ‗earmarked‘ $35,000 for this project and John Lott was instrumental in the
preparation of ground plans and preliminary drawings for the project, which had been
accepted by the Department of the Capital Territory. The project go ahead was
dependent on a Government subsidy.

At the end of 1975-76 the extent and

circumstances of this subsidy were not clear – it was hoped that it would be in the
order of 4/1 against funds raised by the community. Because of this uncertainty and
the strong intention of the Club to support this project the sum of $35,000 was not
necessarily set as the ceiling for assistance to the Goodwin Homes project. The
intention to assist Goodwin Homes shows that from the very start of its capacity to
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raise substantial funds from Trash and Treasure, the Club saw a need and had purpose
to spend money in large amounts for substantial projects.

As a part of Club fellowship there were a number of activities pursued during the
year.

The Bulletin each week for some of the year included a limerick composed

each week by a nominated member of the Club. These often reflected humorously on
Club members. Again the Club continued with its raffle to send a person to either the
AFL grand final in Melbourne or Rugby League grand final in Sydney. Two cricket
matches were played – one against the Rotary Club of Yass at the Mullion on 30
November 1975 and one against the Rotary Club of Canberra North (The Recover Pat
Walsh Trophy Day) at the Downer Oval on 28 March 1976. No records are available
for the Yass match but Canberra- Belconnen was successful against Canberra North
and retrieved the Pat Walsh trophy. There are no reports available either as to the
attendance at the cricket practice flagged in the Bulletin for the Sunday prior to the
match against Yass. President John Smith noted in his presentation that there was a
good representation of members at District Group Conference, District Assembly and
the District Conference which was held in Bathurst. The Club appointed Les Wood
as the ‗Conference Promotions Chairman‘ to ‗drum up business‘ and help club
members to register for the Conference.

The Club's Fifth Changeover Dinner was held in the Function Room at the Canberra
College of Advanced Education on Saturday 26 June 1976 (although the Program for
the evening is dated 26 June 1975). John Smith retired as President and handed over
to King Leggett to lead the Club through 1976-77. John gave his Presidential Report
which was included in the Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen Annual Report 197576.

This history of the year has drawn from the Annual Report and also from about 17
Bulletins available to the authors from Club archives. Despite the paucity of Bulletins
available, it is clear that the members of the Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen
progressed and broadened the activities of their Club through the year, enjoyed
considerable fellowship, practically applied their talents for the community and began
to consider and use their new found financial resources to assist the community.
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1976-77
The Club advanced into the second year of the period of ―the Developing Club197576—1980-81‖ under the presidency of King Leggett. Like his predecessor John
Smith, King was not a charter member but had been a great contributor to the
activities of the Club despite pressing business commitments. His appointment was
well received by all members. King had been a member of the Club Board as
Director Community Services in 1975-76 and his appointment as President broke a
loose nexus established over earlier years whereby the previous year Vice President
was elected to be the President in the following year.

The Club was still a part of District 270 throughout 1976-77 although during the year
steps were taken by Rotary International to reorganise Rotary Districts. This was not
the only significant change for the Club to consider during the year. It hosted its first
International Exchange student, sponsored the raising of a new Club in the Belconnen
area and spent considerable time over its earlier intentions to support aged care
through the development of Goodwin Homes in Page. Eventually for reasons beyond
the Club‘s control it decided to switch its support to the Girrahween Lodge for aged
persons in Braddon (see also Attachments A and B and further comments below).
With its many other activities, 1976-77 was a busy and productive year for the Club.
Meetings were still conducted at The Union, Canberra College of Advanced
Education, Bruce, with the price of the evening meal rising during the year to $4
(which provided ―a standard of catering … raised to a most satisfactory level.‖). The
Club was forced to find other venues for the Club meetings for four weeks over the
Christmas period and successfully sought volunteers to conduct home BBQs over the
period. The Club ran a trial period of using waitresses to serve the tables but after
some weeks opted to return to rostering members for steward duties as before. As
well as increasing the dinner fees the Board agreed that for the following Rotary year
the Joining Fee be $20 and Membership Fee be $30 –payable in two amounts of $15
each six months. The practice of sequentially numbering the Bulletins was dropped
and this was probably the work of the Bulletin editor Alistair Christie, since there is
no record of any Club decision for such a change. The content of the Bulletins during
the year is a credit to Alistair. (Probably the numbering in the first instance was an
editor‘s decision too). Alistair was complimented on his effort as a job well done in
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the Annual Report which stated that ―an effort was made to make the Bulletin the
major communications link for Rotary and Club news – this had the important effect
of reducing the number of announcements at the regular meetings.‖52 The Bulletins
consistently included a full coverage of Club and broader Rotary business and
information, the usual detail of meetings, some humour and birthdays and
anniversaries of members and Rotaryannes.

On three occasions they included

congratulations to a member and his wife on the birth of a child (Diana and Grant
Conroy on the birth of Sarah; Wendy and David Southern on the birth of Adrian and
Libby and Mal Ferguson on the birth of Jane Elizabet).
The Directorate of Trash and Treasure, which was instigated in 1975-76, was replaced
with a Special Projects Directorate and retained Ron Morrison as Director. This
approach more closely reflected and brought together the Club‘s attitude towards the
use of the funds raised through Trash and Treasure as well as the efficient conduct of
the Market. Trash and Treasure continued to provide weekly returns but its conduct,
existence and name remained a matter of contention for some. The Club Board noted
at its meeting on 30 June 1976 that the workload involved with Trash and Treasure
created "some uneasiness". On 4 August the Bulletin reported the results of yet
another Trash and Treasure survey within the Club:
―1. Majority of fellows wish to see Trash and Treasure retained as a major
project for the Club.
2. More days are to be ‗dedicated days i.e. for a specific purpose.
3. Suggestions that the erecting and dismantling of the fence be contracted out
to another group is to be explored. [The Special Projects Directorate took this
for consideration but there are no records of any alternative to Club members
doing the work].
4. The Special Projects Committee (Ron Morrison, John Smith and Rod Jory)
will be happy to have from YOU any ideas you may have about:
- ways and means of improving the management of Trash and Treasure
- Hoew (sic) are we to receive applications for ‗dedicated days‘
- do we establish an order of priority for allocating ‗dedicated days‘
etc, etc‖.
The Bulletin of 27 October 1976 reported that new fencing for the Trash and Treasure
Market had been purchased. It does not indicate that this would make the erection
and dismantling easier but it perhaps can be assumed that it must have represented
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some progression in this tedious task. In addition, according to the Bulletin of 24
November 1976, the Board agreed to spend $540 for the purchase of a new trailer for
Trash and Treasure and to extend the area of the Market to a manageable minimum.
The Club continued to advertise Trash and Treasure through CTC TV and in
November the start time for Trash and Treasure was moved to 6.30 am. Records do
not indicate any further Club surveys, although it is apparent that the operation of
Trash and Treasure remained a continuing matter of interest for Club members. The
Board agreed to two ‗dedicated days‘, one for Red Cross and a second for the Smith
Family charity. According to the record of grants made other ‗dedicated days‘ must
have been agreed for the Canberra Women‘s Refuge and Life Line. The Annual
Report showed that since the inception of Trash and Treasure (September 1974 or
only nearly 3 years previously) club members had provided over 6000 man hours to
the conduct of the Market and that the estimated attendance including children
exceeded 600,000 people. No consolidated figures are available for the funds raised
by the end of 1976-77 however the extent of grants made to support the community
during 1976-77 shows clearly that they had built considerably on the result at the end
of 1975-76. During the year a perusal of the Board Minutes and Bulletins indicates
that the Club made a number of grants totaling over $90,000.00 to various community
and Rotary projects not only locally but also overseas.
The grants continue to reflect the Clubs major interests to support the aged, youth, the
handicapped and disadvantaged as well as a policy, where possible, of providing
tangible support. The Club made a donation to the Rotary Foundation which raised
its standing to that of a 500% Club. The Club Board meeting on 30 June 1976
acknowledged a letter from the Rotary Club of Balwyn in Victoria which requested a
visit to the Club to discuss detailed organisation of Trash and Treasure. This followed
a casual visit earlier to the Market by some Balwyn members visiting Canberra and
led eventually to the establishment of a very successful market organised by the
Rotary Club of Balwyn.
The Goodwin Homes development in Page for Aged Care had been a project pursued
by the Club since 1975-76 and perhaps before when it was identified from the first
days of Trash and Treasure that funds raised provide for aged care. The Goodwin
project was dependent on a subsidy from the Government and while the Club at one
stage was prepared to increase its commitment (originally $35,000) if necessary, the
Government during 1976-77 decided that it was unable to meet any subsidy for some
years. The Club was pleased to recognise the efforts on its behalf of the local member
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of Government Mr. Ken Fry MHR who endeavoured to convince the Government to
proceed with the development but without effect. The Club was left with several
choices as to whether to wait for a government subsidy in due course or follow a
course to assist the aged through another institution or project. After some further
Club considerations and a leaning towards switching support to help Girrahween
Lodge, the President, Vice President and Secretary of the Girrahween Lodge
Committee were invited to attend the Club meeting on 23 February 1977 for a
discussion on the prospective of supporting that Lodge. In the end the Club decided
to forgo support to Goodwin Homes with the blessing of the Goodwin Homes
administration and to assist development at the Girrahween Lodge for aged people.
The Club was able to donate $80,000 to the project during 1976-77. Details of
options and deliberations prepared by Mal Ferguson and considered by the Club with
an outline of Board decisions on the matter are at Attachments A and B. The Club
Board eventually agreed that its two representatives (with voting rights) on the
Girrahween Lodge Board would be Mal Ferguson and Ted Short.53
Interestingly, the Board also considered projects to heat the Macquarie Park pool and
for a Fitness Park in Belconnen. The project to heat the Pool did not proceed but
consideration for the Fitness Park and any commitment from the Club was to await
further advice from the National Capital Development Committee expected in about 9
months and remain ―open for negotiation should new Board wish to follow up‖.54
The Club received its first international exchange student during the year when
Darragh Stone from Washington State USA, arrived in Canberra on 23 August 1976
for a 12 months stay hosted by the Club. The Club was excited about this project and
worked hard for its success and for Darragh to have an enjoyable and productive year.
Four Club families hosted her during her stay.

They were Bob and Barbara

Maidment, Gary and Shirley Baker then Lois and Bruce Sharp and for the final period
of her stay, Alan and Helen Anderson. Alistair and Connie Christie were Darragh‘s
Counsellors during her stay. Darragh was met both on arrival in Sydney and in
Canberra by Club members anxious for her safe arrival, orientation and general
comfort. Darragh travelled widely including with the Rotary arranged exchange
student visit to Western Australia.
53
54

She travelled also to the Snowy Mountains,
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Cairns, the South Coast and locally and visited a scout Jamboree in Victoria. Besides
her host families other Club members extended hospitality to Darragh for meals and
outings. Darragh addressed the Club on three occasions which were also ladies nights
(the practice of speaking to the Club and inviting ladies to the occasion has continued
as a club practice through the years). The Annual report stated:
―Having Darragh with us created a new experience for the Club, and no doubt
in the future we will again participate in the Youth Exchange Program.
Certainly Darragh‘s visit has been of benefit to the Club, and we are sure it
had an impact on Darragh, and provided an experience she will never forget.‖
An outgoing student for the Youth Exchange Program was nominated to district but
the nominee did not proceed. The Club also hosted for a few days in Canberra, a
visiting Youth Exchange group from District 265 in the week commencing 5
September 1976.

The Club continued its close contact and support of the Interact Club of Belconnen
High School for a second year. David Southern was appointed as the Chairman of the
District Interact Committee and Ted Armstrong continued as a member of that
Committee so the Club was able to maintain its wider interest in the welfare of
Interact clubs throughout the District. The advent of the new secondary education
system in the ACT in early 1977 whereby senior students attend Colleges rather than
High Schools meant that interest among students at the High School began to fall off
and the Interact Club became moribund by the end of the Rotary year. Nevertheless
in the first part of the year the Interact Club was quite active and enjoyed two nights
of fellowship with the Rotary Club and was again supported at their Changeover night
on 19 August 1976 when seven members of the Rotary Club attended. While still
active, the Interact Club managed to sponsor the education of a schoolboy in the
Solomon Islands, assist with the Heart Foundation Door Knock Appeal, assist the
Rotary Club to man the Information Booth at the Canberra Show and to visit sick and
elderly patients at the Allambee Hospital.
The Club was again active at the Canberra Show but this year instead of conducting
its show bag and balloon fund raising, it opted to man the Show‘s Information Booth
for the 3 days of the Show. Perhaps this change in emphasis was a reflection of the
fund raising success of Trash and Treasure. The Club rostered members for duty over
3 days from about 8.30am. to 9.00pm – a substantial task. It managed this quite
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successfully catering for a great range of questions concerning the show and
transportation. Their success was such that the Show authorities requested that the
Club accept a similar responsibility for the next year.

There was a varied program of speakers and Club meetings arranged under Program
Director Roy Green. The program pursued the Club‘s fellowship and relations with
other Clubs through 3 joint meetings (Canberra North, Yass and Canberra- Woden)
and one cricket match played at Murrumbateman against Rotary Club of Yass where
Yass was all out for 93 and Canberra- Belconnen made a winning 139 thanks to
sterling efforts from Des Videan and Graham Darley. The Club also maintained its
relationship with other local service clubs through attending one combined meeting
with these clubs. In addition President King Leggett was invited to the Charter night
of the Ginninderra Lions Club where he delivered the toast to Lions International.
There were 5 Club Assemblies again demonstrating the keen intent for members to be
involved and contributing to the conduct of the Club and its policies. Ladies nights
were a feature of the year and were formally declared on at least 5 occasions for
meetings such as the presentation by visiting Youth Exchange student Darragh Stone,
Club Anniversary of Chartering and Changeover with less formal nights occurring on
2 other occasions. The President thanked the Rotaryannes ―for their exquisite dinner
settings and decorations on festive occasions.‖ Again the Club drew on its own
membership as speakers for some meetings and also instituted ‘; ‗job talks‘ where on
8 occasions selected members spoke about their vocations. It also drew on Ron
Thornton plus 2 of his team from the recently returned GSE team from Kent, for a
presentation on their tour. The Club invited about 25 other people as guest speakers.
They covered a range of general topics including international matters, subjects of
topical interest, community service and insights on a variety of vocations. Included
among the speakers during the year were John Haslem MHR – the first liberal
member elected from the ACT when he spoke on the first 6 months of being a
member of the Parliament; John Fairfax who spoke on

The Printing Industry;

Lieutenant Commander Bill Ritchie who spoke on Navy‟s capacity for Disaster Relief
and used his experience after Cyclone Tracy in Darwin to illustrate his talk; Graham
Downie who spoke on Guide dogs for the blind; Harry Phillips who spoke on
Government Security; Mike Vernon who spoke on Consumer protection; Doug Goldie
who spoke on Updating your Lifestyle; Paul Free who spoke on Metrication; Ian
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Collins from the Curriculum branch of the ACT Schools Authority; Bruce Upton from
the Bible Society; Brian Pratt Director of Parks and gardens ACT and Kerrie Doyle, a
former Miss Australia, from the PR Branch of the Bank of NSW. During the year the
Board agreed to provide gifts for guest speakers.

The Club also conducted a

successful fathers and son/daughter night where 51 members and their offspring
attended. The District Governor Werner Pohl paid his formal visit to the Club on 29
September 1976.

DG Werner addressed the Club addressing 4 major points –

Membership Development, Vocational Service, Public Relations and the Rotary
Foundation. Rotaryannes from the Club were invited to meet Mrs Margaret Pohl at
the home of President King Leggett. The practice of the incumbent President‘s
Rotaryanne hosting a gathering for the District Governor‘s Rotaryanne and attended
by members Rotaryannes, continued in the Club for several years when District
Governors made their formal visit to the Club. Alan and Helen Anderson again very
kindly hosted the Club Christmas party at Pine Ridge for members, Rotaryannes and
children – again a very happy affair - and the Leggetts, Morrisons and Shorts hosted
enjoyable BBQs meetings for members and their Rotaryannes.

Don Munroe

continued to offer his ‗night-cap‘ with humorous effect at the end of each meeting and
was thanked for also being the guest speaker at the Club Anniversary of Charter
Night. The Club again tried to actively support the District Conference with the
appointment of Ted Short as Club Conference Promoter some months prior to the
Conference.
Considerable effort was made by the Club during the year to successfully establish a
new Club in the Belconnen area. The Board had agreed for Len Stonebridge to lead
in this project. Belconnen was continuing to grow with the establishment of new
suburbs and increasing housing and population and there was scope to form a new
Club. Forming a new Club is not a light undertaking especially as the ‗mother‘ (or
originating) Club itself was only a few years old. Nevertheless, there is a wellestablished Rotary process for forming new Clubs. Canberra- Belconnen clearly used
this process in their successful endeavour to form the new Rotary Club of Canberra
Ginninderra by the end of the year. Progress towards the intention to form the new
club moved fairly quickly from the earlier appointment of Len Stonebridge. The
Bulletin dated 27 October1976 noted the decisions of the Club Board meeting held on
20 October 1976. The Board had agreed a submission be made to the District
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Governor with a proposal for a new club to be formed within the area bounded by
Drake Brockman Drive and Kingsford Smith Drive and to include the suburbs of
Higgins, Holt, Latham, Macgregor, Flynn, Charnwood and Fraser with a population
base of 15-17,000. The Board also encouraged Club members to seek the names of
prospective members for the new Club.

It is clear that from early on in the

developments to form a new club some existing members of the Canberra- Belconnen
Club would move to become members of the new club. It is also clear that this first
formal announcement was the result of considerable work beforehand. There is no
record of any acknowledgement of the submission by the District Governor but the
Bulletin dated 24 November 1976 announced that President King Leggett had been
appointed as the District Governor‘s representative for the formation of a new club in
Belconnen within the boundaries as outlined in the submission mentioned above.
Members were consistently reminded to seek prospective members for the new club
and the first Interest Meeting for the new club was held on 5 April 1977 at the
Charnwood Inn when fourteen interested non-Rotarians and fifteen members of the
Canberra- Belconnen Club attended. It was noted that there would need to be twenty
potential members to form the new club and decided to meet again on 19 April 1977
at the Charnwood Inn. At a following Interest Meeting for the new club on 3 May
1977 it was decided to establish the Rotary Club of Canberra-Ginninderra to meet on
Tuesday nights at 6.00pm for 6.30pm at the Belconnen Way Hotel. There were
twenty-two potential members with possibly two more. Nominations were called for
Office Bearers for the new club with elections at the next meeting on 10 May 1977.
The Club Bulletin advised on 25 May 1977 that the elected Office Bearers for the
Provisional Club of Canberra-Ginninderra were: President – Des Videan; Senior Vice
President- Bruce Sharp; Junior Vice President - Mike Mullins; Secretary -, Terry
McCullock; and Treasurer - John Smith.

The new club commenced its weekly

meetings and the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Annual Report 1976-77 advised
that it was anticipated that the new Club of Canberra- Ginninderra would be charted
in August (1977). Five members went from the Canberra- Belconnen Club to the new
Club. They were John Smith, Bruce Sharp, Des Videan, Roy Green and Elmar
Karotam. Thus the new Club had a source of previous Rotary experience among its
members. In noting the loss of these members President King Leggett reminded Club
members of a need to introduce new prospective members to the Canberra- Belconnen
Club. Bruce Sharp eventually became District Governor of District 971 in 1991-92.
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As early as June 1977 the Board agreed to share Trash and Treasure with the new
Canberra-Ginninderra club with that club providing two members to man the Market
each week and to receive 25% of net proceeds paid monthly. There is still a strong
relationship between the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen (now Belconnen) and
the Rotary Club of Canberra- Ginninderra (now Ginninderra) with occasional
combined meetings and often a sharing of duties at Trash and Treasure Market.

Attendance at meetings averaged about 80% but there were no 100% nights. The
Annual Report noted that attendance figures have to be related to members who
enjoyed ―sabbatical leave or trips abroad plus those whose duties demand frequent
trips away from Canberra. Make ups were at an acceptable level.‖ As a corollary
perhaps, the Annual Report also remarked that through the travel of many members,
overseas gifts and banners were exchanged with many clubs throughout the world
while the Club was pleased to receive many overseas Rotarians at various Club
meetings. It stated too that the ―number of visiting Rotarians and guests at our regular
meetings was high and added greatly to fellowship.‖ 100% attendance for the year
was achieved by eight members; John Faux, Mal Ferguson; King Leggett, Ron
Morrison; Jim Peters, Bruce Sharp, Ted Short and Stan Burns. New members during
the year were eight; Colin Makin, Graham Darley, Max Klemke, Grant Conroy, Peter
Dawson, John Denyer, Mike Hehir and Stan Burns. Losses from the Club were 6;
Bob Slater, Ross Cornell, Bill Sugden (rejoined Rotary at Batemans Bay Club), Jack
Fitzpatrick (rejoined Rotary at Darwin North Club), Garry Rogers and Ron Morrison.
This provided a net gain of two for the Club for 1976-77 which, considering that
members of the Club had also been recruiting members for the new Club from within
Belconnen, provided a commendable result reflecting a generally happy and satisfied
membership. The Annual Report however foreshadowed the loss to the new club
Canberra-Ginninderra of five members mentioned earlier in this history.‖ Many
innovations were made to the regular club meeting programs. Some were successful
and readily acceptable, whilst others (Bingo, Provision of waitress service, etc.) were
not favoured by some members.‖ Unfortunately there are no records of the successful
innovations but the attempts to consistently try new and different activities during the
regular meetings reflect a progressive and fellowship friendly club. During the year
―quietly and almost without any fuss, the Club … received a gift from Ron Morrison,
in the form of a lectern, a memorial for Phyl‖. The Bulletin also thanked Ron for his
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practical thought. Again earlier in the year on 28 July 1976, John Smith brought
along a beautifully decorated cake for a ‗special occasion‘ (this was not specified but
perhaps the arrival of Darragh Stone) and a painting by Margaret Hunter both to raise
money for Rotary projects. The cake was raffled that night being won by Bob
Maidment and it was decided that the painting would be similarly raffled on the next
ladies night. The Club commenced to advertise Inner Wheel meeting dates in the
Bulletin reflecting the close ties between the Canberra-Belconnen Rotary Club and
the Canberra-Belconnen Inner Wheel Club. One advertisement was for celebrating
the fifth birthday of the Inner Wheel Club on 11November 1976.
The Club‘s interest in Youth continued to extend well beyond its involvement with
Interact and the hosting of a Youth Exchange Student. It nominated a young female
teacher Miss Jan Graham from the Hackett Primary School for RYLA but
unfortunately for personal reasons she withdrew from the program just before its
commencement. It nominated Alistair Christie as a leader for the forthcoming GSE
team but he was not successful at District selection.

The Indonesian orphan

sponsored by the Club (Wanna Ghinting) was sent a Christmas gift and with whom
from time to time correspondence was exchanged. Towards the end of the year it
appears she was removed from the orphanage by her father and the Club sought to
sponsor another orphan under the Salvation Army arrangements. The Club was very
keen to instigate a program aimed at drug awareness among youth and as a part of this
it reviewed and then provided financial support for the provision of films to be used
by Police Safety and Education Unit ACT in their drug awareness among young
people. The Clubs feeling about this were conveyed when the Bulletin stated ―We
sincerely hope that the impact of these films will cause any young person tempted to
seek adventure in drugs to have second thoughts.‖ The broader intentions of this club
project on to create drug awareness among youth did not proceed when it was realised
that such a program would be better served through being conducted on a District
basis. It again participated in ‗career guidance nights‘ at local schools and Colleges
and it produced a pamphlet which provided guidance to school leavers.

This

pamphlet was distributed to students at Belconnen High School, Canberra High
School, Hawker College, Melba High School and Lyneham High School. The Club
also advertised the provision of a scholarship for a young person to attend a short
course or a series of visits in order to update their knowledge of the recent
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technological

advances

in

their

vocation.

Perhaps

surprisingly,

despite

advertisements in newspapers, there was a nil response. Again, the Club nominated,
unfortunately unsuccessfully, a journalist to receive a Rotary Foundation Study
Award.

1976-77 was a busy and productive year for the Club. It continued to develop while
engaging in the consideration of a substantial number of projects from which it
provided support to the community.

It was also involved in the important and

demanding requirements to form the daughter club of Canberra-Ginninderra.
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1976-77
DISBURSEMENT OF TRASH AND TREASURE FUNDS ESPECIALLY IN
RELATION TO THE VIABILITY OF THE PROPOSED GOODWIN HOMES
FOR THE AGED IN PAGE.
(Extract from Club Bulletin dated 17 November 1976.)
―At the last Board meeting Mal Ferguson circulated a statement (his own) to stimulate
thoughts for Board members. The statement concerned the disbursement of funds
from T‘n‘T and follows on prolonged contact and discussions which have to held with
both Goodwin Homes and local member Ken Fry, M. H. R. about the Goodwin Page
project. It is not possible to give all detail in those discussions and thinking in the
bulletin. However, here are some pointers to help us all to think….
 It appears that Goodwin‘s Page project will not be activated for at least 3
years. Ken Fry has agreed to put the case to the Minister Senator Guilfoyle,
personally. (We are in debt to Ron Morrison who has spent many hours and
much time in contact with and following through on Ken Fry……Ed.)
 Assuming the Page project falls through, at least for the foreseeable future,
there would appear to be options (with varying degrees of practicability)
 Defer $35,000 commitment to Goodwin homes on the basis of no action
likely for at least three years, and
a) commit a significant amount to other aged persons projects e.g.
Grraween(sic) Lodge, Goodwin Farrer, Morling Lodge, etc
b) commit an amount to some important Belconnen project? (but what?)
c) form a community group (in Belconnen) to plan build and virtually
manage an aged person‘s complex in Belconnen.
 ―go it alone‖, i.e. we have approx..$50,000 available immediately (and
weekly earning capacity). Build a limited number of units (with
viability and continued management in mind),
2.(sic) Place the ―publicly verbally‖ committed funds in trust for Goodwin
Homes -----rule off the books and then look at the options of a and b above
3.(sic) Withdrawer completely from the $35,000 offer to Goodwin Homes on
the grounds that Goodwin have not kept their side of the bargain.
Mal then makes notes on all of these thoughts with pros and cons.
I have taken the liberty of extracting these thoughts from the paper (with
Mal‘s permission), because I am aware that there is concern amongst at least
some members of the club about what is happening with Goodwin Homes etc.
It is because I am aware of this concern, and also the thoughts and energies
already expended by the special projects committee to sort through this
complex issue, that these thoughts are included here. Obviously I have not
included all the background information. Hopefully though, fellows will see
that ―something is being done ―to bring a constructive is being done to bring a
constructive suggestion to the club for decision in the event that Goodwin
Page Project does not go ahead.
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At time of going to press, there is no reply to [our submission] made to the
Minister through the local member.‖
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Attachment B to Rotary Year 1976-77
(Bulletin Insert dated 23 February 1977).
REPORT ON BOARD MOTIONS (TAKEN AT BOARD MEETING 16
FEBRUARY 1977) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE GOODWIN HOME PROJECT AND THE SWITCH TO THE
GIRRAHWEEN LODGE PROJECT
―The following motions were passed by the Board meeting 16/2/77. It was considered
that the motions with background information prepared by Mal Ferguson should be
included in the bulletin.
Moved, seconded and agreed:1. That the Rotary Club of Canberra Belconnen defer indefinitely support of
the Goodwin Homes for the Aged Inc. project at Page.
2. That the Rotary Club of Canberra Belconnen support the Girrahween
Lodge Association Incorporated in the construction of twelve single and
two double units for the accommodation of aged persons in Girrahween
Street Braddon.
3. That an amount of $80,000 be committed for this purpose, on the
understanding that this money will be designated specifically for the
construction of fourteen units.
4. That the Rotary Club of Canberra Belconnen accept membership of the
Girrahween Board until such time as the Board of the R.C. of C.B.
determines.
5. That two members of the R.C. of C.B. be nominated to the board of
Girrahween Lodge Association Inc. These members to have full voting
rights.
Background Information.
1 Deferment of Support for Goodwin Homes Inc. Page Project.
1) We have received advice from the Department of Social Security that
no Government Subsidy for construction of aged person accommodation at
Page is likely in the near future.
2) As there are no other known aged person‘s projects planned in
Belconnen, it was decided to initiate discussions with Girrahween Lodge
Ass. Inc
3) We have had amicable discussions with Goodwin Homes
representatives who unanimously accepted our interpretation of the
situation and endorsed our approach to Girrahween.
4) It has been suggested that we might make a presentation of the
architect‘s sketches of the Goodwin project to Goodwin homes
5) Because a Rotary Club board may not commit any future board ,the
deferment of support by the present support(sic) must be on indefinite
basis (i.e. any future board may reactivate the issue any time.)
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6) It may be argued that if we are prepared to support an aged person‘s
project outside our area, we should ―stick with‖ Goodwin Homes ,e,g,
Farrer project. BUT Farrer is a much bigger project than Girrahween, and
consequently an outlay by this club of $80,000 will have a far bigger
impact at Girrahween (rightly or wrongly I believe the time has come for
us to make a significant impact!)
7) It may be argued that we should put our considerable funds (in a
building society) and wait for Page; or alternativley (sic) divert significant
funds to some other project in Belconnen.
BUT the TnT has from the outset be (sic) identified and publicised as
supporting accommodation in Belconnen for the aged (e.g. R.D.U., Courier
advertising, Canberra Day Procession, Barometer sign at the entrance,
submission to L.A. on trading hours, etc, etc.)
While we have a clear and demonstrable reason for deferring; support for the
local project (i.e. no Govt. subsidy) I consider that we have a moral obligation
to provide significant funds support to an aged person‘s accommodation
project in Canberra.
I do not think we have the moral right to ―sit on‖ a large amount of money,
while similar projects outside of our area have an urgent need for funds. For
public relations reasons it is time we disbursed our TnT funds.
2 - Girrahween Lodge Association and their Project
1. Girrahween Lodge Association. Inc was formed originally by the
Anglican, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in the
Braddon area. It is an independent, incorporated association.
2. The objects of the assoc. are enunciated in the constitution as ----a) to promote generally the welfare of aged persons
b) to establish one or more centres or settlements for the housing or
care of such aged persons, and to provide and to provide for the
maintenance and management of such aged persons, and to for the
maintenance and management thereof.
3 Ron Morrison, John Smith, and I (M.F.) have met with members of the
executive of the assoc. on three occasions and the following has emerged;a) The assoc. has been allocated a grant of $153.000 in 1977/ 78 to
subsidise the erection of 15 units for the aged on a site on the corner of
Girrahween and Fawknet (sic) Streets, Braddon.
b) This site adjoins St. Columba‘s Church, which has a community Hall
which would be available to the occupants of the units.
c) There is a cottage on the sit which will have to be demolished;
d) The site is a very attractive one in a street lined with well established
trees.
e) e) the assoc. has a development plan involving 12 single and 2 double
units and preliminary architects sketches have been prepared.
f) f) as at 8/2/77 assoc. hand(sic) funds in hand approx..$15,000.
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g) g)estimated costs of the development as supplied by the architect
8/2/77 as follows:Basic building costs 14 units including tiling, laminex bench tops etc $227,500
Additional
Clothes hoists etc. 700
Carpark
2000
Paths
2600
Demolish house 5000
Consultant fee
16,000
$26,300
Additional $1450/ unit
( wash mach. dryer
Fridge/floor covering, etc.
$20,300 $46,600
Total
$274,100
h) govt. subsidy on terms at 8/2/77 are
12 single units @ $10,480**
$125,760
2 double
@$12,160**
$ 24,320
$150,080
(**these limits are reviewed quarterly and are expected to be $11004 and
$12,768 resp. on 1/4/77
i) thus the gap between the cost and subsidy ( on current estimates) is
$124,000. Girrahween has $15,000 in hand and expects another
$30,000. If this achieved the estimated gap will be $79,000.(basic
building costs $227,500 minus govt. subsidy $150,080=$77,420)
j) A fund raising dinner is planned for 1/4/77, Great Hall A.N.U. Charge
$20 by invitation.
k) Tentative timetable for the project:-the architect provided the following
estimates
Building
8 1/2 months
Approval tenders
1 ½ months
Documents
2 ½ months
Finalisation planning
1 month
Holidays
1 ½ months
Total
15 month
3. Our Position as at 10/2/77
1) Net surplus from TnT
$86,466
Less disbursement from project account
$12,000
Current funds available $74,500
2) At current rate of progress we should have a further $15,00 (sic) in
hand by 31/3/77.
3) I would suggest that as soon the project had been finalised we
initiate discussions with Canberra North Rotary Club with a view
to their providing 2 members for the roster each week, in return for
a percentage of the ―gate‖.
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4) At the meeting with Girrahween reps 8/2/77 we agreed to attempt
to make them a firm offer by 28/2/77. I think the proper machinery
for doing this is as follows:*debate the matters raised herein at the board meeting of 16/2/77 and
vote on the proposed (or as may be amended) motion.
* because of the importance of the matter, seek ratification of the
specific proposal at the Club assembly.23/2/77
Mal Ferguson (10/2/77)
N.B. It should be stressed that project costs mentioned above are
preliminary estimates and subject to revision (always in an upward
direction).
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1977-78
President Russ Mears led the Club through the 1977-78 Rotary year. After a very
busy and successful year through 1976-77, the Club did not waive in its joint aims of
application of service to the community and to enjoy fellowship. As well as the
ongoing Club activities including completion of the major project at Girrahween
Lodge, it made attempts to find another suitable major project for the Club. It agreed
to be the Host Club for District 971‘s first District Conference which District
Governor Jack Olsson decided to hold in Belconnen.

At the beginning of Rotary year two new Rotary Districts were formed. They were
District 970 and District 971: District 270 was discontinued. Canberra- Belconnen
became a member of District 971 from 2 July 1977. To form the new districts those
Clubs in District 270 and west of the Hume Highway made up the new District 970
while District 270 clubs east of the Hume Highway were joined by 10 other Clubs
from District 275 located along the South Coast, to form District 971.
The Union at the Canberra College of Advanced Education, remained as the Club‘s
meeting venue although, as in previous years when the College closed for the
Christmas break, members including President Russ Mears and King Leggett, hosted
BBQ meetings for members and Rotaryannes. The Board met regularly at monthly
intervals and a close relationship between the Board and members‘ involvement in
Club policy and activities was developed through the conduct of several Club
Assemblies held when important matters were under consideration.

On these

occasions Club members had an opportunity to collectively consider Board proposals
and other matters and make recommendations on them to the Board. Of course not all
Board business and proposals were dealt with in this way but important issues
certainly were.

Board meetings often followed immediately after these Club

Assemblies when the Board invariably, was able to accept and pass the
recommendations made to them from the Club Assembly.
Attendance at meetings through the year remained at an average of about 80% but no
100% nights were reported. The practice of the Club rostering four members as
stewards for each meeting continued. The Bulletin editor, Alan Anderson expressed
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his ‘dry wit‘ on many occasions during the year and kept the Bulletins ‗lively‘ and
informative publications. On several occasions he was forced to remind members of
their obligation to advise the Attendance Officer of any proposed absences from
meetings. Clearly, as happened also in 1976-77, the problem of the Attendance
Officer being able to accurately predict and order the number of meals required to be
available for each meeting, remained a problem. The Board also considered from
time to time during the year the continuing membership of some members who for
various reasons failed to maintain the requirement for 60% attendance. Club records
do not indicate whether there were any 100% attendees, nor are they clear on showing
all members inducted or who left the Club. Records do show that Peter Zacharoff rejoined the Club, Vern Davies (wife Patsy, classification -Parks and Recreation) was
inducted on 26 April 1978 and that Graham Darley‘s resignation was accepted with
regret and that Roy Davis request to join Canberra-Ginninderra was agreed. The
reception and extension of fellowship and friendship to visitors continued as an
important part of each meeting. The Club appointed a member for Fellowship each
week. His duties included the welcoming and hospitality extended to guests, other
than members special guests. This appointment reinforced the Club‘s firm resolve to
have visitors enjoy its fellowship and to extend its friendship; a function of the Club
evident throughout its history to date. The Club continued to nominate each week a
member to introduce the guest speaker and a member to thank the speaker. It also
carried out a comprehensive review of the Club By-Laws recommending and having
accepted, a number of changes including the provision of a set of guidelines for the
introduction of new members as a Club policy. Rotary had a strict process for
inducting new members which was complicated and long in duration. While the Club
tried to use this process for each new member it did create concerns among members
in 1977-78 and previously.

Club joining fee was set at $25 and Club Annual

Membership fee at $40 from 1 July 1978. During the year the Club obtained a gas
barbeque which was advertised for rent.

The Inner Wheel Club of Canberra

Belconnen notices of meetings continued to appear in the Bulletin. Birthdays and
anniversaries were recognised in the Bulletin each week and it contained one special
announcement on 12 October 1977 that in Sydney, Past President Ron Morrison had
married Peggy who is Phyl‘s (his deceased wife‘s) sister. A cricket match against
Rotary Club of Batemans Bay was played on 20 November 1977 at Batehaven. It was
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easily won by Canberra-Belconnen. ―In addition to winning the match convincingly
we all enjoyed a fine day of fellowship.‖55

The programs for Club meetings followed similar lines to that of previous years
noting that, as mentioned earlier, there were, on balance, more Club Assemblies with
at least eight being held during the year - two especially to discuss and arrange Club
support to the District Conference. The Club program each week included a ‘job talk‘
by a nominated member, many following the humorous vein seen in earlier ‗job
talks‘. Two father and son/daughter meetings were held successfully with on one
occasion including guest ‗speaker‘ Mr. John Howard the ‗man of magic‘ who
entertained with his tricks and recounting of his life in Japan. On four occasions
members were co-opted as a ‗guest speaker‘. They were Vern Davies, Fyfe Bygrave,
John de Platter and Len Stonebridge. On other occasions it conducted a discussion
panel night led by Brian Daniell and held a debate against the debating team from
Belconnen High School consisting of Sarah Palmer, Lyn Harper and Michelle Regan
on the subject „That the Generation Gap does not Exist‟. The Club debaters were
John Lott, Les Heaton and Bob Maidment - the adjudicator judiciously adjudged the
debate as a draw!! One vocational visit occurred when the members visited the City
Police Station following dinner at the Canberra Club in Civic. Members attended the
Charter Night for the Rotary Club of Canberra- Ginninderra. The District Governor
Jack Olsson paid his formal visit to the Club on 31 August 1977. Visiting guest
speakers covered a wide range of interests some topical, some more adventurous and
others vocationally inclined. Visiting speakers included; Phillip Ibbotson, Principal
Bruce Technical College; Jim Allen, Department of Foreign Affairs; Dr Brian Stone,
School of Computer Studies Canberra College of Advanced Education; Murtono
Kadri, Deputy Ambassador Embassy of Indonesia; Neal Larvis, Olympic Equestrian
Gold Medalist; Past District Governor Alf Gillespie, Rotary Foundation District
Committee; Justice Sir John Nimmo, who spoke on „Humour in the Courts‟; Rev Bill
Cawden, Missionary, whose topic was „A non-commercial Australian in the New
Hebrides‟; Sergeant Dennis Craft Officer of the Drug Squad ACT Police whose topic
was „The Drug Problem‟ Jimmy Shoulder, international Soccer Player and ACT
Director of Soccer Coaching; Charles Clark, „Trekking in Nepal‟; and, Miss Elizabeth

55
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Wainwright of Parents Without Partners. The Board decided that all guest speakers
would be sent a letter of thanks but it is not clear whether or not this replaced or
complimented a decision in 1976-77 to present guest speakers with a gift. The Club
held at least six ladies nights including for Sir John Nimmo, Darragh Stone, Sergeant
Denis Croft as well as the usual festive occasions during the year. Alan and Helen
Anderson again hosted the Club Christmas Party at Pine Ridge which, for this year,
was a combined party with Canberra- Ginninderra. These were joyous affairs with
Santa attending and carol singing prominent.
Following the decision made in 1976-77 the Club very closely followed the
development at Girrahween Lodge. The Board noted that Mal Ferguson and Ted
Short remained as the Club representatives on the Girrahween Lodge General
Committee when it also stated, that ―The Club should retain its membership of this
Committee… Selection of tenants should favour those in dire need for
accommodation.
meeting.

Matter to be informally raised at the next General Committee

Social Welfare Organisation should be consulted when the Committee

solicits applications for tenancy of accommodation available.‖ Throughout the year
the delegates had kept the Club generally informed on progress of the development
and of possible tenants and costs through the Bulletin. These reports included a
notice that plans had been approved and the lease of the site granted; that tenders for
building were to close on 1 August 1977 and that a review of cost estimates had
reduced the cost by $37,000 overall; that a building contract had been signed with
Concrete Constructions Pty. Ltd. for $236,248 with work to commence on 24
November1977 and with a completion time of 22 weeks; that work was proceeding on
footings and a sign showing the Club involvement would be erected soon; and, that a
committee had been formed at Girrahween to interview applicants for the lodge –
twenty-seven applicants for single rooms and five applicants for double flats. In April
1978 the Bulletin was able to report that a completion date had been forecast for the
first week in June (1978) and that there was already a short list of applicants and that
tariffs would be set at $12 for singles and $18 for doubles to cover furniture
depreciation and repairs. Subsequently the Bulletin in June was able to report some
hands on work by Club members when it reported on the work of a landscape team of
six Rotarians from the Club working at Girrahween Lodge from 1 - 5 pm as seen on
local TV. Thus the Club not only took a careful administrative interest and input to
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the development it also provided practical support. The landscaping project continued
for some time. The handling of this project by the Club shows clearly their dedication
to its success and their fervent wish that its facilities go to those most in need – a trait
consistently apparent in most of the Clubs activities through its history to date and for
which it should be commended.

District 971‘s First District Conference was held at the Canberra College of Advanced
Education from 17 to 19 March 1978 hosted by District Governor Jack Olsson. The
slogan for the Conference was „Come, Meet and Communicate‟. The President and
members of the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen were named as co-hosts. The
Club took great interest in ensuring the efficient and effective conduct of the
Conference. It appointed its own committee of members to plan and organise the
event and Club members and Rotaryannes volunteered to help over the Conference
period itself. The list and appointments of Club members directly involved is shown
at Attachment A. David Southern was listed as a ‗Key Note Speaker‘ together with
Dr R.J. Millington, Chief of CSIRO Division of Land Use Research and Dr Malcolm
Whyte, Coordinator, Alcohol and Drug Dependence Unit, ACT Health Commission.
The Rotary International Representative was William E. Skelton who was VicePresident Rotary International. David, who was the Assistant Principal-Curriculum at
Belconnen High School, was the Chairman of the District 971 Interact Committee.
He spoke on „Youth: A Four-Way Challenge for Rotary‟ and his talk is attached at
Attachment B.

At the conference the Club was proud to receive the District

Efficiency Award trophy. The Bulletin reported on the Conference:
―From all angles, except maybe the financial side, the conference was
considered a great success. Col Makin did an excellent job with his boys in
organising everything and everybody. More than 30 Club members were able
to assist in some way, strengthening those two main qualities in a Rotary Club,
fellowship and service‖.
Trash and Treasure continued as the club‘s main fundraising activity with many of the
weekly returns during the year exceeding $1000. Advertising of the market continued
during the year and some unrest among members concerning ways and means to
reduce the market workload were discussed at the Club Assembly held on 20
November 1977 but there are no follow on reports of any action taken. Following the
decision in 1976-77 to include Canberra- Ginninderra members on weekly rosters and
to pay the club each month 25% of net returns, the first payment which was $427.75
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was agreed by the Board on 17 August 1977.

It is significant that after this

arrangement came into being, the proceeds of ‗dedicated days‘ were presented to the
respective charities jointly by both Presidents of Canberra- Belconnen and Canberra
Ginninderra. These presentations included those to the Heart Foundation, Life Line
and the Salvation Army. Following a recommendation from a club Assembly held on
21 September 1977, The Board also decided to allocate a percentage of net proceeds
from Trash and Treasure each week as a reserve fund to finance projects yet to be
nominated. This sum was determined as 50% while the remaining 50% was to be
divided between 25% Canberra-Ginninderra Club and 25% to Club projects. When it
went to renew its licence to conduct Trash and Treasure with the Department of
Capital Territory, the Department decided that it would not renew the licence until the
Club had made suitable arrangements to have the area of the market cleaned up after
each market. Mr Sullivan (Russ Mears son-in-law who ran a cleaning business)
applied to do the work and was engaged at the rate of $40 per week. The Club
recouped some of this cost by raising the price of a stall to $4 from 27 November
1977. Sullivan‘s fee was subsequently raised to $45 per week from 1 July 1978 due to
an increase in the size of the market area. The Board also agreed that a letter be sent
to Lions Club, who were conducting a similar market (South Side TnT), advising that
Trash and Treasure was a business name under the sponsorship of the Rotary Club of
Canberra-Belconnen, and therefore not usable by the Lions market. The Board also
decided not to share Trash and Treasure with any other club (apart from CanberraGinninderra) and had no plans to do so in the future. The Bulletin reported that as at
31 August 1977 Trash and Treasure had been conducted on 149 of the possible days
since commencement with 8 times it did not open – 4 due to weather and 4 due to
Christmas. It had gross takings of $128,196 with a net profit of $117,034, that it had
an estimated 700,000 visitors and had taken 6600 voluntary man hours to man. The
Bulletin of 17 May 1978,reported that with the 4th anniversary of Trash and Treasure
coming up there were gross takings of $161,803, net takings of $146,885 collected
from 182 weeks operation out of a possible 192 weeks available (6 weeks public
holidays – 6 weeks rained out) and approximately 8200 man hours of effort from Club
members.
Darragh Stone, the Club‘s visiting Exchange Student flew out from Australia on 15
July 1978 after nearly 12 months sponsored and looked after by the Club. She was
escorted from Canberra to her Pan Am flight home by Des Videan. Darragh had a
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particularly busy Rotary period in the few weeks before she left. She spoke at the
Club Changeover meeting on 2 July 1977. She visited the Club for the last time on 13
July 1977 and previous to that, since 2 July she had been the Guest Speaker at the
Canberra Rotaract Club on 4 July, visited the Rotary Club of Canberra and been
Guest speaker at the Rotary Club of Canberra- Ginninderra on 12 July. The Bulletin
noted her departure with the entry; ―We all wish her a safe trip home and trust that her
10 months here have supplied her with enough happy and rewarding memories to last
her a lifetime.‖56
Other projects to assist younger persons included assisting at the ‗careers night‘ at
Belconnen High School but due to lack of interest in the Interact Club at the school
the Club ceased its sponsorship and it remained in recess.

Two persons, Gail

Goodman and John Brooks were selected from a number of prospective candidates to
attend R.Y.L.A. during May 1978. They spoke to the Club on 24 May 1978 and were
most enthusiastic about their RYLA experience. The Club continued its sponsorship
of education support for an orphan in Indonesia under arrangements through the
Salvation Army. The new young person supported was7 years old Ariana Setiowati.
She was located at the Salvation Army Girls Home Medan and attended the Malang
Primary School Central Java. It supported the education of two secondary students in
Tonga and assisted with the hosting of members of the visiting Group Study
Exchange team from Italy as they passed through Canberra. The Club interviewed a
person for the Youth Exchange Program and although he was suitable in all respects
to participate in the Program, he declined to continue. International air fares were
paid to enable an Indian student to attend a Masters Course in Agricultural Economics
at the Australian National University. The booklet produced for School Leavers in
1976-77 was updated and after receiving several enquiries about the booklet from
other clubs, the Club sent copies for information to each club in District 971.
The Club realised that it had a continuing responsibility under the processes of Rotary
apart from a reasonable expectation of duty, to help the newly formed club of
Canberra-Ginninderra beyond the chartering of the club which occurred on 20 August
1977. Much was achieved through interchange between members and joint activities.
The charter night for Canberra –Ginninderra was a truly festive night. The Bulletin
56
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described it: ―Our meeting was combined with the Charter night of CanberraGinninderra Club at the Belconnen Way Hotel. 17 members were inducted by District
Governor Jack Olsson before an audience of 160, representing 50% of the clubs in
District 971. Belconnen Club was represented by Past President King Leggett, who
presented our club‘s gift of the President‘s Badge of Office, David Southern, MC
extraordinaire, and eighteen other members with their Rotaryannes.‖

The Club sought other projects that it might fund and decided to fund the Red Cross
to purchase a refrigerated van to the sum of $15,000, for the carriage of blood
transportation within ACT surrounds. Although this vehicle had not been delivered
by the end of the year President Russ Mears advised that he had been assured that it
would arrive a couple of weeks into the new Rotary year. The Club considered the
development of a Lake Ginninderra Fitness Track but did not proceed. It continued
its support to the Bruce Health Services Hostel financial support and a working bee of
six Club members who helped erect a children‘s slide provided by the Club at the
Hostel on 24 September 1977. Subsequently President Russ Mears was invited to
accompany the Prime Minister at the opening of the Hostel on 18 October 1977. The
Club upgraded its Rotary Foundation standing by making a further donation of
$US774.82. Again the Club assisted in the running of the Information booth at the
Canberra Show and ―from the number of requests received over the 3 days, it would
seem that this project is providing a worthwhile service.‖57 Members participated in
door knocks for Life line and the Heart Foundation. Thus in line with the general
approach of the Club it provided both practical ‗hands on‘ support to the community
as well as providing financial grants to worthy recipients. A list of grants made to the
community in support of several causes is attached at Attachment C.
The Club Changeover dinner was a ‘black tie‘ ladies night and held at the Territorian
Room at the Belconnen Way Hotel on 24 June 1978. Special guests included District
Governor Nominee Tom Tait and his Rotaryanne and Past President Ron and Peggy
Morrison as the ‗baton‘ was handed to the incoming Board with President Mal
Ferguson.
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1977-78
DISTRICT 971 CONFERENCE 17-19 MARCH 1978 - NAMES AND DUTIES
OF HOST COMMITTEE.
(Extract from District 971, First District conference at Belconnen, A.C.T.)

ROTARY DISTRICT FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE
DISTRICT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
DISTRICT GOVERNOR ; JACK OLSSON
HOST CLUB : CANBERRA –BELCONNEN
PRESIDENT
;
RUSSMEARS
CHAIRMAN
ROD JORY
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
TED SHORT
SECRETARY
COL MAKIN
TREASURER
BOB MAIDMENT
REGISTRATION
BILL SPINKS
ACCOMMODATION
ROD SOUTHWELL
CATERING
STAN BURNS
ENTERTAINMENT
LEN STONEBRIDGE
PRINTING
:
ALISTAIR CHRISTIE
GINNINDERRA REP
BRIAN WOOD
SUPPORTED BY MEMBERS FROM BOTH
CANBERRA-BELCONNEN CLUB
AND
CANBERRA-GINNINDERRA CLUB
ALSO
ROTARYANNES FROM CANBERRA-BELCONNEN
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Attachment B to Rotary Year 1977-78
FOURTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE
David Southern –YOUTH : A FOUR-WAY CHALLENGE FOR ROTARY
(Extract from District 971, First District conference at Belconnen, A.C.T.)
Rotary‘s involvement with youth is a four pronged approach. R.Y.L.A., Interact,
Rotaract and Youth Exchange all have important roles to play in preparing young
people for a future which must be different significantly from today‘s present.
We are living in an age of ‗future shock.‘ Inevitably, this will exercise the most
telling effect on the young. As leaders of the present world, Rotarians have a
responsibility to help prepare youth to deal with the world that tomorrow promises to
bring. Changes can be exciting and stimulating, but if the individual is inadequately
prepared it can be frightening and disorientating. Until this latter part of the 20th
Century, the family had been a kind of universal shock absorber for the individual
against the traumas that society can exercise. The family has been a place of retreat
and rest for individuals when the demands of the world become too heavy. WE all
recognise this but seldom think of the family as a respite for youth. The properly
structured family offers the teenager stability and values when the world of change
becomes overwhelming. However, we have already experienced the phenomenon of
the nuclear family, and the writing is on the wall: the role of the family may not in the
future include the idea of rest from change. It may be that society itself will have to
shoulder the burden of ensuring that the young can find stability in a world where the
rate of change is fantastic. It is a truism that of all the scientists who have ever lived,
90% are still living: it is also true that the previous arithmetic rate of change is about
to become geometric progression. Youth has to survive the pressures of this kind of
change if the countries of the world, and indeed, the world itself is to have a future.
Coupled to the knowledge and the technological explosions is the fact that we have
entered the ‗throw away‘ era where the chief characteristics of goods and services is
their transience. The principal threat to the individual in such a period is the risk of
losing a sense of values and the danger of never cultivating a set of ethics by which to
live. I would argue that the road of life through such a world can only be travelled
successfully if one‘s standards are clear and soundly established.
This is a challenge for Rotary. It is a four pronged challenge because we must give
equal weight and consideration to the four areas of youth service. If we consider
ourselves the leaders of today, then the moral obligation to prepare the leaders of
tomorrow is clear and strong. One thing is absolutely clear to me: if we expect the
young people of today to assume responsibility in the future with the kind of
preparation we were given, they will fail.
That kind of preparation is inadequate in both volume and quality. As Rotarians we
have much to impart to young people. The products of experience tend to be
denigrated by a world that needs them more than ever before. We must help our
young people to SEE. This mnemonic which means we have to impart to young
people Skills, Ethics and Education. Interact R.Y.L.A.. Rotaract and Youth Exchange
are the four avenues by which we can accomplish this task and accept the challenge.
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Chapter Seven
Affording Major Projects
1978/1979
Under its new president Mal Ferguson, the Club continued to meet at The Union,
CCAE at 6.00pm for 6.30 pm although during January and February 1979 meetings
were held at the Belconnen Way Hotel. While at the Union, four members continued
to be rostered each week to act as stewards. Trash and Treasure remained the major
fund raising and ―hands on‖ activity for the Club with five members rostered for duty
each week supported by two members from the RC of Ginninderra. Throughout the
year takings ranged from about $900 to $ 1500 + per week. Two Trash and Treasure
days were dedicated to particular activities with Red Cross benefiting by $1750 from
TnT on 8 April 1979 and the Heart Foundation benefiting by $1650 from TnT on 29
April 1979. Both presentations were made on behalf of both Canberra-Belconnen and
Canberra-Ginninderra with the former being made at the Club meeting on 11 May
1979 and the latter at the Canberra-Ginninderra meeting on 8 May 1979.

A

consolidated report on TnT from its inception on 1 September 1974 to 30 January
1979 was published in the Club Bulletin in March 1979. This report showed that the
market had operated for 216 Sundays out of a possible 231 weeks, Gross takings
amounted to $201,838 and visitor attendance was estimated at 1,068,000 with manhours worked being 9600. The worst day to date was 1 September 1974 with takings
of $220 from 26 stalls and 710 visitors and the best day was 17 December 1978 with
takings of $1860 from 278 stalls and 3740 visitors. Later in the year there was some
concern over the types of goods being sold in the market. A survey conducted late
May 1979 showed that of about 200 stallholders each week, ―there were 7 plant stalls,
3 fruit and vegies - 28 selling new goods of some sort and the rest were selling second
hand goods or ‗junk‘‖58
The Club continued to use the statement ―what you get from Rotary depends on what
you put into it‖ on its Bulletin cover as well as the Rotary Grace. Later during the
year the contents of the Bulletin included the 4 Way Test. Club attendances ranged
generally from about 65% to 80+% with quite a number of ‗make ups‘ recorded for
58
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several members and a continuing range of Club and members guests. The Annual
Report for the year however noted that ―Generally attendance at weekly meetings was
disappointing. While seven members, Alan Anderson, Gary Baker, Brian Daniell,
Mal Ferguson, Bob Greeney, Col Makin and Ted Short achieved 100%, sixteen
members achieved less than 80%.‖59

The club was represented at the World

Convention in Rome by Vic Crittenden. Membership declined during the year with a
nett loss of three, from forty-two members to thirty-nine although three new members
Bob Greeney, John Lott (a former charter member) and Murray Bromfield,
classification, ‗Scientific research – Agriculture‘, were inducted.

In its ninth full year of Rotary, besides undertaking its commitment to TnT each
Sunday, again the Club was busy with projects and activities both within Rotary and
the community. The Club was not shy of ‗hands on‘ projects other than TnT, during
the year. Members laid turf at Girrahween Lodge on 12 August 1978 before the
opening of the Lodge on 22 September 1978 and were rostered to man the
‗Showgrounds Information Booth‘ at the Canberra Show over the period
23 - 25 February 1979. On 12 May 1979, in conjunction with the Australian National
University, the Club members conducted a Small Business Seminar.

Vocational

Service Director, Merv Adams worked hard towards this activity and the Club
contribution was significant to the success of the seminar. Other assistance provided
from the Club during the year included in February 1979 provision for 30 children
from the Slow Learning Class at Scullin Primary School to attend a camp at the South
Coast. This was organised by Col Makin. A thank you letter from one of the students
on behalf of all is at Attachment A. Another major project involved work at the
Canberra Womens‘ Refuge at Kingston. Phase 1 of the project included the erection
of a fence around the refuge and the provision of playground equipment and
establishing a paved area. This phase included help from the RC Canberra East and
Canberra North Rotaracters who helped with the preparation for and the laying of
stones. Phase 2 which was major structural alterations to the kitchen and laundry
areas was carried out ‗to a high standard‘ by Club member Rod Southwell. There was
an interchange of Rotary and Scout information at a Club meeting on 28 February
1979 when 10 Venturer Scouts and their leader were guests of the Club. Also at that
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meeting, the Club agreed to sponsor John Backhouse and Brian Bolton, who attended
the meeting, as applicants for an Overseas Technical Training Award. On 28 May
1979, local policeman, Sergeant Roy Littley was presented with a Rotary Vocational
Service Award, the first such award made by the Club, for his work in the community.
Merv Adams was instrumental in making this vocational service award which the
Club recognised as being ―worthy of becoming an annual event.‖60 Merv had earlier
in the Rotary Year raised and developed a project for a Canberra/Belconnen Rotary
Service Award, the object of the award later reported in the Club Bulletin as being
―The Award is introduced to recognise a particular act of service to the community
which is normally expected in a specific occupation or calling. Any adult within the
ACT who is not a member of Rotary or a member of a Rotarian‘s family would be
eligible for the award which would be recognised by presentation of a Bronze
Plaque.‖61 No Awards were recorded under this particular program but, to a large
extent, the Rotary Pride of Workmanship Award somewhat parallels this concept to
recognise service to the local community and acted as a preferred substitute. The
Club granted $10,000 to provide for the building of a playground area including a
barbeque area and boat ramp, on the shores of Lake Ginninderra. The work was
arranged by the NCDC and was completed in May 1979 and the park officially
opened with members of the Club in attendance on 2 June 1979.

The Club hosted Ambassadorial Scholar Janet Dibb who was selected from fifty-five
applicants and sponsored by the Rotary Club of Huntington Park California USA.
Les and Coralie Wood were her Club /Rotary counsellors while she undertook a
graduate fellowship at CCAE. She spoke to the Club at the meeting on 9 May 1979
providing members with a greater appreciation of The Rotary Foundation and its
Ambassadorial program.
lady‖.
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Janet impressed as a ―talented and remarkable young

The Club screened 17 applicants for a Group Study Exchange (GSE) to

British Columbia before finally selecting Ken Hogan, a teacher at Canberra High
School, as its first GSE nomination for District GSE teams. (Ken later became a
member of the RC Ginninderra and eventually led his own District Group Study
Exchange Team).
60

District accepted its nominated student for Rotary Youth

Club Bulletin 28 May 1979.
Club Bulletin 22 June 1979
62
Club Bulletin dated 16 May 1979.
61

104
Exchange.

She was Michelle Regan a student at Belconnen High School who

undertook her exchange to Germany in 1980. A second student, Karen Smith from
Hawker College was nominated as a reserve.

In March/April 1979 the Club

nominated four young people to attend RYLA at Fitzroy Falls as the Club continued
its strong support to this program, but only two, Gina Hennessy, student at Braddon
Girls High School but a resident of Aranda, and Chris Lines, a local policeman, were
eventually able to attend. On 23 August 1978 the Club welcomed home Rotary
Youth Student exchange student Sue Robey from her exchange to Indonesia and over
a weekend on May 1979 the Club hosted a group of twenty-four Canadian and
American Rotary Youth Exchange and New Zealand Twin Exchange students from
the Latrobe area of Tasmania during their visit to the national capital. The Club also
continued to subsidise a year‘s education for an orphan at the Salvation Army hostel
in Medan, Indonesia.

The Club program included vocational visits to TV Channel 7 on 26 July 1978
(arranged by Don Monroe) and to the Bruce College of TAFE on 16 May 1979 where
the Club was hosted by the principal Mr Phil Ibbottson who was also the guest
speaker. Members‘ job talks, many with a humorous slant also made up part of the
program for the year. Good intentioned humour was often present during meetings
either directed at members or situations with well received ‗night caps‘ again being
provided by Don Munroe each week.

The program exhibited extensive Club

fellowship with some meetings programmed to include other family involvement.
Father and Son/Daughter meetings were held on two occasions while Ladies Nights
were held on several special occasions. These included a visit from the District
Governor Tom Tait and his Rotaryanne on 16 August 1978 at which time Tom was
also welcomed by the CCAE parking inspector who left a ticket under his windscreen
wiper!! A ladies night was held on 18 October1978 and other special occasions
which were also ladies nights, included a visit by the Rotary International President
Elect James Bomar Jr. on 14 March 1979, the Club Charter celebration on
18 April 1979, and the Club Changeover on 30 June 1979. At the Club anniversary
the program included talks by Brian Daniell and other Past Presidents on some
aspects of the earlier days of the Club and Club Historian, John Faux, and David
Southern displayed for the first time, the club history book and some relevant photos.
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Broader Rotary involvement occurred through joint meetings especially with the RC
of Canberra-Ginninderra but also at the Rotary District Conference at Nowra to which
ten members and six Rotaryannes together with Janet Dibb attended, and at other
District meetings.

The Club organised a successful joint meeting of Belconnen

Service Clubs with about one hundred and ten attending at the Hibiscus Jamison on
8 November 1978 with guest speaker Mr Tony Powell, Commissioner NCDC. To
spread the responsibilities and member participation during the year and to ensure
some formality in meeting procedures, the Bulletin continued to advise each week
who was to introduce the guest speaker and who was to thank him/her; the thanking
member was also usually rostered as the Fellowship member for that meeting.
―A feature (of the year) was the very high standard of programmes arranged by Garry
Baker. Guest speakers were very good throughout the year and among the best were
our own members: Bruce Upton, Bob Greeney, Garry Baker, Vic Crittenden, Peter
Dawson, King Leggort (sic), Brian Daniell, Ted Armstrong and Pat Walsh.‖63.
Notwithstanding the President‘s comments in his Report, good speakers other than
Club members again came well informed and from a variety of sources.

They

included: Mr Joe Garni, Early History of Gambling and Probabilities; Michelle
French, Rotary Exchange Student to South Africa 1978 sponsored by the RC
Blaxland; Ms L Scott, Aboriginal Education; Mr Peter Gabler, manager British
Airways Canberra, Supersonic Achievements; Mr John Manning, Mapping Australia;
Miss Kate Lewis, president of RYLA; Rotarian John Sewell, The Social Impact of
Computers; Mr Ossie Kleinig, Black Mountain Tower; Mr Ron Thornton, Rotary
Club of Canberra North, Group Study Exchange; and, Mr Tom Tuttle, Head, South
Pacific Section Australia Development Bureau, Australia‟s Aid Programme. The
Bulletin also continued to include Rotary information which often explained various
Rotary programs and activities such as FAIM, the 3H program, the difference
between a District Conference and a District Assembly, an explanation of the Council
of Legislation and The Rotary Foundation and what is meant by Rotary Service to
Youth.
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President Mal prepared a business paper for each Club Assembly. This approach
helped the Club to conduct meaningful business at these meetings. A copy of his
―edict‖ for the Assembly on 21 February 1979 is shown at Attachment B. The
Bulletin on 28 February 1979 reported that ―President Mal should be congratulated on
organising a Club Assembly to bring out so many points from so many members in so
short a time‖; interestingly the Bulletin failed to list any decisions made at the
meeting. However, discussion points at subsequent Club Assemblies during the year,
many to do with TnT, were correlated and a record provided for all members at the
next meeting.

At the District Conference 17-18 March 1979, David Southern who had been asked
by District to review, within the District, the situation of the Rotary Interact Program
in schools, which seemed to be losing support, gave his Report. He suggested that
there was a need for a new and additional program to support young people who were
not necessarily composing those with outstanding leadership abilities as in RYLA.
His intention was aimed more at those who would become solid citizens within the
main bulk of the population. He named his proposed program as R.Y.P.E.N. an
acronym for Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment. He proposed a residential course,
run by Rotarians, over a long weekend with, among its aims:
―To provide an experience of ethics, values, work, self-help, self assessment to
a group of young people who are going to form the backbone of society in the
future. This group would be different fundamentally from the group involved
in RYLA, in that it would be younger, not composed of outstanding leadership
potential of the Rylarian, but those solid citizens who will compose the bulk of
the future of society.‖64
(The full presentation is at Attachment C).
Indeed the Bulletin reported that David‘s ―eloquent presentation of RYPEN was
received with great enthusiasm‖65. His concept matched well the Rotary theme for
the year of ‗Reach Out‘ and complemented his presentation made at the District
Conference 1977-78 on the need for Rotarians to accept some leadership in assisting
young people to develop their capabilities and attitudes. At the District Conference
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the Club was awarded the District Achievement Award for its ―contribution to
Girraween (sic) Lodge‖66.
The development of Girrahween Lodge, an aged person‘s home, was a special project
for the Club over several years and came to fruition in 1977-78. The project got its
name form its location, Girrahween Street, Braddon and its development was
overseen by the Girrahween Lodge Association. According to then President Mal
Ferguson, the Club was keen to use its proceeds from TnT to support an old peoples‘
residence (Note: the original aim of Trash and Treasure Market was to assist in the
funding of an old peoples‘ home in Belconnen. However, frustrated by the lack of
progress with the relevant authorities, the Club decided to support the alreadyapproved Girrahween Lodge project) and they joined with St Columba‘s Presbyterian
Church of Braddon and the Reid Methodist Church, to support the building of
Girrahween Lodge. The Federal Government provided a grant of $153,000 towards
the development while the other contributors provided about an equal amount of
which RC Canberra-Belconnen provided $80,000. Construction commenced during
December 1977 and the building was opened on 22 September 1978.

Past President Ted Armstrong was presented with a Paul Harris Fellowship, the first
to be award by the Club, at the Club Birthday celebrations on 18 April 1979. In
making the presentation President Mal Ferguson expressed it as ―the highlight of his
year as president‖67 while the Club feeling was expressed as ―we are all proud to have
been associated with Ted over the years and congratulate him most sincerely‖ 68.

The Club played another cricket match against the RC of Batemans Bay at Nelligen
on 18 February 1979 and this time managed to lose by 11 runs. The match reporter
who called himself a ‗Foreign Correspondent‘ wrote among other comments in his
report that ―In this delightful setting the Rotaryannes provided a morning tea the like
of which this writer had not seen since before he was married…President John
Bischoff still smarting from his teams 1978 drubbing had his 24 men honed to a
razors edge of fitness and irascibility…the Bay…amassed 189 runs…But what of our
66
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batting?...What creeping paralysis has afflicted this noble game…(we) lost by 11
runs…Amidst the evening gloom not even a scintillating afternoon tea could cheer
us‖69. John Bischoff was of course formally a member of the RC of Belconnen before
moving to Batemans Bay and with others, was instrumental in establishing the cricket
matches between the Clubs. A copy of the full report of the game is at Attachment D
and a character sketch of the game at Attachment E. They display the approach to the
game, the humour and fellowship involved and the Rotary and Club camaraderie.
The ‗stand in‘ Bulletin editor, Les Heaton signed off for the year for himself and the
editor, Stan Burns with;
―When you consider the variety of speakers we have had over the past
year we should be among the best informed group of men in the
community…Without much effort we could all recall both humorous
and not so humorous incidents that have occurred or been the topic of
discussion. The ‗nightcaps‘, the ‗fine sessions‘, the reports from
directors and the attendance officer, not forgetting our menus and turns
at being stewards are the ingredients that have gone into making
another memorable Rotary year. Rotary, for us however, has extended
beyond this room and our Wednesday night get togethers to our
Sundays on T & T and our involvement in the various other activities
over the year which has involved all of us to greater or lesser degree.
Finally I would like to make one award, and that is for job talk of the
year. Of course, it must go to Alan Anderson whose sorrowful tale of
Ferdinand the bull has been left up in the air (or on the cow‘s back) but
no doubt, as time progresses Alan will inform us if the problems have
been solved or our Christmas barbeque meat is on him.‖70
The saga of Ferdinand and his lack of cooperation and/or inability to increase the size
of Alan‘s herd was an ongoing saga in the Club for some weeks.

The Club Changeover was held on 30 June 1979 and Ted Short was inducted as
President for the Rotary year 1979/1980. President Mal had led the Club through a
very productive and enjoyable year of fellowship and club development.

-------------------------------------||----------------------------------
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1978-79
Learning Centre
Scullin Primary
8th March, 1979
Dear Rotarians,
On Friday we left on the bus and on the way
we saw a wrecked car. We looked at the scenery.
When we got to Long Beach we went to our
cabins and unpacked. Then we went to the beach for a swim. When
we got back from the beach we had table duty and ate dinner. Later
we played at the jungle gym and then we played with the parachute
on the beach. Afterwards we played musical chairs and went to bed.
On Saturday we went for an early morning
walk along the beach and some of us went fishing. After breakfast we
walked to another beach and caught crabs, played totem tennis,
swum and had lunch on the beach. After dinner we had games and a
film.
On Sunday we went to the beach for a swim,
sand modeling and fishing. We caught a Flathead. At night we had a
treasure hunt and films.
On Monday we packed up and came home.
Thank you for giving us a nice holiday. We
all had a very good time.
Yours sincerely
Tony ……………
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Attachment C to Rotary Year 1978-79
R. Y. P. E. N.
It is with some sense of frustration that I report to this meeting because I
feel that in some way I have failed in my efforts to promote Interact as a
youth service proposition throughout the District. However, as one sage
said: "the wise man learns from all human contingencies" and I have tried to
analyse our problem in this area.
First, there are a number of points which need to be argued about Interact.
These are based on the survey which several clubs have been kind enough to
complete and return to me.
(a) There is nothing astray with the ideals of Interact.
(b) In the last three years of secondary education within our
District, we have the usual range of human abilities and
skills, including leadership abilities.
(c) There is no lack of desire in young people t o serve the
community. Within any area of our District can be found
examples of young people who are involved in assisting the
aged, the handicapped, crippled children, Red Cross, Stewart
House and so on.
(d) There is a strong desire among young people in this age group
for social contact on an organised basis. In other words,
they like socials, they like club activities, they like the
bond that is forged when they meet together for a common purpose.
(e) They need guidance from adults in the specific areas of
conducting meetings, coming to terms with the realities of the
world (especially concerning employment), in formulating
ethical standards and beliefs.
(f) These young people are increasingly intolerant of the
hypocrisy they find in the adult world, not the least of
which centres on the education system which in many
respects is not relevant to their present or their future
needs.
With these points in mind, it would seem that Interact would be attractive
naturally, to these young people. Sadly, however, the record among Rotary
clubs is one of continued failure. What is going wrong? Some clubs have
reported that Interact in their communities is not a proposition because
suitable leadership quality does not exist. With respect, I cannot believe that.
My experience of young people has shown that there is always leadership if
one knows how to make it explicit and how to harness it. Other clubs have
mentioned that small numbers in the age group make it difficult to sustain
an Interact club. This increases the difficulty but does not obviate the
tangible benefits that a Rotary club can pass on to youth no matter how small
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the number. The problem is more complex than most clubs realise. Some
Rotarians, I believe, have fallen into the same trap that has bedevilled
educationists in the latter part of the 20th century. Children, and I use the
word advisedly, are not miniature adults. They are involved in the process of
learning about themselves and about the world around them; they cannot sustain
as complex a structure as an Interact club without the detailed involvement of
both the sponsoring Rotary Club and the very personal involvement of individual
Rotarians. I believe, fellows, that what is wrong is that we have bitten off more
than we can chew when we set out to make Interact work. Today, we are dealing
with young people who are struggling to establish values, to impose meaning on
a world that is becoming rapidly and increasingly more complex. This demands
time, and demands time of the quantities that most Rotary clubs cannot give. I
make no suggestion that the expertise for the running of a very successful
Interact club does not exist in all Rotary clubs, but I do suggest that the very
close 'adoption' process by the Rotary club needed for the nurturing of the
Interact club, places demands on the sponsoring club which can only be
sustained for a short period. In other words, the Interact club runs successfull y
for a short time and then goes into recess.
Most clubs to whom I have spoken and who have returned the survey agree
that there is a need for service to this particular age group. Interact, of course,
should always be available as an option to any club which feels it has a
chance of success; the rewards, after all, will be very great. But plainly, fellows, we
need to try something else. Something that will recognise the difficulties
faced by these young people and something that will utilise the experience
and the expertise that Rotarians have to offer.
I believe that two fundamental principles stand out from my experience with
Interact and with young people generally: first, they are our future and they
need and deserve everything that we can offer them; second, Rotary clubs are a
unique blend of experience and expertise and should be able to offer the benefits of
these qualities to young people. In distillation, then, the fundamental problem is
time. The most successful clubs which involve young people always have as
their driving force an adult who is prepared to give of his own time to
work with the group; witness for example, the scouting concept of
Venturers. The reason that these groups are successful is the leader, the adult
who spends his weekends with the boys and girls, who leads and teaches by
example. I would argue fellows, that this is why we have so much trouble
with Interact. Expecting the club to be sponsored and to then become
self-sufficient is unrealistic Because children of this age group have not the
experience of leadership or the skills of group dynamics to make it work.
However, the needs do not go away. What can we do? I wish to present the
following proposal for discussion. The concept involves a new Rotary
organisation to which I have given the provisional name R.Y.P.E.N. This
initialised word stands for Rotary Youth Programme of Enrichment. I envisage
that it would have the following aims:
a) To provide an experience of ethics, values, work, self -help,
self-assessment to a group of young people who are going to form
the back-bone of society in the future. This group would be different
fundamentally from the group involved in R.Y.L.A, in that it
would be younger, not composed of the outstanding leadership
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potential of the Rylerians, but those solid citizens who will
compose the bulk of f ut ure soci et y.
(b) To broaden the present Rotary catering for Youth to include
that vast reservoir of untapped talent that lies immediately
below the sheet ability of the Rylerians. There would be a
sense of reward about the new organisation which would seek to
capitalise on those values that would strengthen the country as a
whole: steadiness, courtesy, consistent work, achievement in a
particular area, persistence and effort.
(c) That R.Y.P.E.N. (the word is deliberately suggestive of ripen in the
sense of development) be modelled along the lines of R.Y.L.A., but
modified to cater for an inherently less 'high flying group'. The Award
for example, would be a residential for a shorter period than for
R.Y.L.A. (over a long weekend) with specific objectives to be attained
in values, leadership in technical areas, career opportunities (someone
from the C.E.S.) and these to be balanced with a social programme
(perhaps a dance on the Saturday night, an inspirational film such as
''For the Love of Sport'' which could be the focus for analysis of what
individual endeavour means). It may be feasible to include a recreational
section in the programme (sporting car clubs, water and snow skiing,
and the like).
(d) The most basic aim of all would be to allow Rotary to exercise
its organisational, business and social expertise to assist that
group of young people who most need it.
Fellows, most of us have had some contact with the R.Y.L.A. experience. I have
always said that it is the most valuable thing that Rotary does for Youth. It seems
that the close contact with the wider band of youth who are not natural leaders
of the future but who nevertheless have qualities which will make or break the
future of our country, is beyond the realistic resources of most clubs I would
suggest that a concept such as R.Y.P.E.N. is one way to solve the problem. I
have suggested in the Governor's letter that the Award be residential, that it be
based on Year 11 at our secondary schools and that the burden of selection of
candidates be shifted to the schools involved. It seems to me that the American
Field Service Scheme when offering their scholarships approach the selection
of candidates sensibly. Each high school could nominate a boy and a girl
who fits the criteria laid down by the R.Y.P.E.N. committee, and supply a
brief assessment of the candidate. Rotary would be responsible for the cost
of the exercise including the venue, social involvement (probably a disco),
food, organising speakers and activities and the printing of the R.Y.P.E.N.
certificate which would be presented to each boy and girl at the conclusion of the
weekend.
The advantages that I see in the development of such a scheme are that Rotary
would be giving real assistance to those boys and girls who are worthy, although not
necessarily self-motivators and leaders. We overcome to some extent the problems
that we have faced with Interact and still allow the country to reap some of the
rewards. No great and continuing strain is placed on any one club such as is
necessary if an Interact Club is to be viable. The tangible and intangible
effects of R.Y.L.A, are extended to an area of equal advantage, in other
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words, where R.Y.L.A. has been successful in enthusing the young people
involved, so R.Y.P.E.N. ma y well be successful in the inculcation of enthusiasm for
life and service where it may not already exist.
Fellows, I trust that these suggestions will provide food for thought. There are many
young people in our community who would benefit from the experience that we as adults
and Rotarians can offer to them. I would see R.Y.P.E.N. as a relatively painless
way of giving them this assistance.
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Attachment D to Rotary Year 1978-79
Excerpt from Club Bulletin 21 February 1979
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Attachment E to Rotary Year 1978-79
RC Canberra-Belconnen v Bateman’s Bay
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Chapter Eight
Rotary Years 1979/1980 – 1980/81
1979-1980
The ninth year of the Canberra-Belconnen Club commenced at a hectic pace and
seemed to continue with a range of activities that kept members busy. All of these
activities, which the club appears to have handled almost ‗seamlessly‘, pointed clearly
to the growing maturity and development of the Club. This should not detract from
the notion that from its earliest days the Club handled its affairs with a balanced and
progressive approach reflecting well on all of its members, its leaders, its ethos and
their upmost aim to be of service not only through Rotary programs but particularly to
the new community establishing itself in the Belconnen region of Canberra. The
needs of such a community of which most Club members were a part, impacted
significantly on the Club‘s approaches to and involvement in, community activities
and Rotary programs. One of the great hopes initially was that people who joined the
Club would be able to develop an avenue of fellowship and mutual support among
themselves to support Rotary projects but especially being able, through fund raising
and collective club practical efforts, to extend benefits acquired by the club to the
small somewhat disjointed population of the area – thus reinforcing (even leading) the
emerging and necessary development of community spirit and cohesiveness. This
was apparent even with the establishment of TnT as a club project. It was seen that
apart for the financial gains that might be made, the Market would itself provide a
point of ‗togetherness‘ in the community where community members could come
together in a socially beneficial collective community atmosphere based on their
wants just to be there or to sell or buy those things they either needed to dispose of or
acquire. The Market in its earlier period included attractions such as pony rides
which fostered a widening community involvement and hopefully spirit among
residents. When the Club was formed the members felt a need for and they achieved,
a fellowship among themselves and their Rotaryannes and other clubs. This was not
only for their own benefits, but as a cohesive happy group to better serve the wider
population.
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Now, Canberra as a whole was developing fast and beginning to experience the wants
and difficulties of a major population centre and the local community of Belconnen,
of which the Club members were part, was itself taking on new suburbs and
populations including shopping areas and schools, churches and the like. Community
needs arising through the developments in Canberra as a whole, including Belconnen,
plus the new found wealth in TnT and a widening understanding and affinity with
Rotary, impacted on the Club‘s approaches to and involvement in community
activities and Rotary programs. Wider and more demands were being made of the
Club from a plethora of perceived needs in Canberra and internationally. The Club
had the means to satisfy only some of these demands, as well as the projects it
discerned for itself as needing support. It needed to, and did, develop a careful and
calculating process to determine its support to the community. It judged projects
based on the evidence provided but also importantly and at heavy time demands to
members, by time spent on investigation. It did this with a measured intention to be
of service in the best Rotary spirit among the needy and deserving.

These

circumstances themselves reflect very much a developing and maturing Club.
This year‘s approach and activities, together with those of the more recent years,
reflect the Club‘s development and confidence in procedural matters. It shows an
increasingly knowledgeable understanding of Rotary. There was broader involvement
in Rotary programs and a projection of the Club members‘ not insignificant collective
and singular capabilities and Club resources to a wider, including international,
community. This was a clear demonstration of the Club‘s continuing and heartfelt
purpose to be of service to the community through Rotary programs and beyond and
to enjoy the fellowship among members and their Rotaryannes while doing so.

Soon after Changeover, the Club responded quickly and favourably to a request to
conduct the District Assembly which had been cancelled earlier because of
communication and petrol strikes. The request required the Club at the start of the
year, to very quickly draw on its members in a rather hectic but controlled manner, to
arrange the Assembly. As a result of their endeavours, President Ted Short and the
Club members conducted the District Assembly at the Canberra College of Advanced
Education on 15 July 1979 at very short notice and very successfully. President Ted
Short and Rotaryanne Alice hosted the Assembly.
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The range of Club events for 1979-80, some continuing from 1978-79 and some new
were varied, challenging, rewarding to members and tackled with considerable effort
and endeavour – the usual traits of Canberra- Belconnen. Not only did the Club
conduct the delayed District Assembly it participated substantially in the 75th
Anniversary celebrations of the formation of Rotary; held its own 5th Birthday for
TnT, introduced the first RYPEN seminar, successfully nominated Past President Ted
Armstrong to be elected as the District Governor Nominee for District 971 for 198182, continued the difficult task of assessing a range of competing requests for
considerable financial support from a wide range of charitable organisations; sought
to start another major project; completed other substantial projects and extended its
work associated with young people. At the same time it maintained a robust and
enjoyable meeting routine including regular ladies nights and celebratory fellowship
events. Truly, only the work of a dedicated and maturing Club.
The Club met at the Union, Canberra College of Advanced Education under similar
arrangements to earlier years – Christmas period meetings being barbeques hosted
this year by Brian and Yvonne Daniell and Les and Coral Woods. Attendance varied
at meetings between 50% and 90% with the average weekly attendance at about 7580%. Six members, Don Munroe, Mal Ferguson, Pat Walsh, Bob Greeney, Gary
Baker and President Ted Short all achieved 100% attendance. All members achieved
well over 60% with fourteen achieving over 80% attendance records. Dinner costs
were raised to $5 in June 1980. Club membership declined by two over the year.
Recorded movements include the induction of four new members who were Stewart
Bromfield (Elizabeth), Harold Wall – a civil aircraft engineer, Col Killer, Laurie
Banks – Management Industrial Consultancy. Ray Pavlove from the Perry South club
in Canada was a consistent visitor to the Club from 2 January 1980 and ―requested
that he be treated the same as any other member in connection with sharing work.‖71
There were also 5 who left the Club and they were, Stan Burns who retired over
continuing ill health, Cliff Keyworth – moving from area, Peter Dawson, Jack Peters
–moving from area and Rod Jory –moving from area, all resigned. Jack Peters, a
charter member and Rotaryanne Royer, were farewelled at the Club meeting (ladies
night) on 12 September 1979. The Club conducted two Christmas parties; one on 12
December at the Canberra College of Advanced Education with Rotaryannes and
71
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guests and the usual Christmas party for members and families was hosted by Alan
and Helen Anderson at Pine Ridge on 19 December. It included the visit of a
―sympathetic and loveable‖72 Santa, choral singing and some skits by members and
Rotaryannes. Following the Board‘s nomination, the election of Past President Ted
Armstrong to be District Governor Nominee for 1981-82 was a great pleasure for all
members and their Rotaryannes. It meant that the Club would have its first District
Governor from among its members. Responding to the news of the election Mal
Ferguson persuaded a reluctant and humble Bulletin editor who was Ted Armstrong,
to include the following entry;
―This is a great honour for Ted and for Canberra- Belconnen. In fifteen years
(of Rotary service) Paul Harris Fellow Ted has tackled just almost every job in
Rotary and held just about every portfolio with distinction. A dedicated
Rotarian, a humble man, a man of character, who, with energetic support of
Cath will bring credit to the office – DG Nominee Ted we salute you.‖73
In the same Bulletin, Past President Ted Armstrong extended sincere thanks to
President Ted Short, the Board and Club members for their support and
encouragement and to Past President Mal Ferguson for his kind words. At what was
becoming an annual event the Club played cricket against Batemans Bay club at
Nelligen on 10 February 1980. Again the Club won ―although it had to bowl out 15
to do it.74 The same Bulletin reported that the top scorers were Harold Wall with 33
and Mal Ferguson with 22, that there was a delicious lunch and ―A tremendous time
had by all.‖75
The Bulletin continued to recognise birthdays and anniversaries (with a special note
congratulating Rod Jory on his marriage) and the visitors and guest at each meeting.
Bulletins again were numbered sequentially during the year and each week contained
President Ted‘s ‗Thought for the Week‘.

TnT continued each week with total takings for the year of $69,500. At an early
meeting in the year the Club conducted an information session among members to
pass on useful hints gleaned on the conduct of the Market including the use of the
newly acquired ‗walkie-talkie‘ radio sets used between members on duty. Trash and
72
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Treasure was listed in the Canberra telephone directory with business and after hours
numbers and an average of ten calls were received each week. The Board assisted by
the Market Committee (under Past President Mal Ferguson) were very busy with
significant changes and progression of the Market. The Club ordered distinctive hats
for members on duty to wear and also made available club T-shirts at $5 each; a ‗hand
out‘ explaining how to operate a market was prepared and copies were forwarded to
many Rotary clubs around Australia in response to enquiries.

Steps towards

incorporating the Market were discussed with solicitors but incorporation was not
achieved during 1979-80. Attachment A is a copy of legal advice received by the
Club during the discussions. The Club‘s relation with the traders in the Jamison Mall
was always a contentious issue which the Club managed to handle judiciously. One
such matter mentioned in the Bulletin was a complaint from MacDonald‘s Children‘s
Wear regarding the Club allowing the sale of new clothes in the Market. The Club
had discussions with the Belconnen Mall Traders Association over a possible change
in venue for the market. Consideration was given to relocating the market to the
Myer car park at Belconnen Mall (and encouraged by the Mall proprietors) but the
Board recommended that there be no change – the Market remained at Jamison. After
about three years of working with Canberra-Ginninderra at the Market (and when that
club had become confidently established) the Board decided that other clubs should
be given the opportunity to share in the Market project and commenced to work
through such a possibility with Canberra- Ginninderra. On 9 April1980 the Board
noted that there was a general consensus among club members to cease its
arrangements with Canberra- Ginninderra and decided that there be a special meeting
arranged between President Ted Short and Alan Anderson of Belconnen and B.
Fellows and B. Brady of Ginninderra. Board minutes indicate that it held further
discussions on participation by Canberra-Ginninderra at a Special Board meeting on
4 June 1980 but they do not indicate any outcome of the discussions at that stage. A
highlight of the Trash and Treasure year was the celebrations for the 5 th birthday of
the Market. These were held on Sunday 23 September 1979 and were specially
advertised in the Canberra Times which may have accounted for the higher than usual
level of about 8600 visitors of which 4345 were paying adults. Celebrations included
a lucky ticket prize which was drawn by Mr Ken Fry M.H.R. and won by Mrs Jean
Hore and a bush band as well as some balloons and decorations within the Market – a
great day enjoyed by members, stall holders and visitors. After the Market closed
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members of Canberra- Belconnen and Canberra- Ginninderra and their Rotaryannes
enjoyed a celebratory lunch and much fellowship at Bunratty Castle; ―quite a gala
day, topped off by a friendly get together at Durty Nellies for lunch. Congratulations
to Chairman Mal and his committee.‖76 The Bulletin also reported that in filling out
an entry for a raffle ticket ―a sweet young thing from Wanniassa filled in ‗details of
entrant‘ as follows ‗five feet six; 36, 24, 36…‖77 During January 1980 the Club
renewed its agreement with the Government for the conduct of the Market however
the Government refused the Club permission to erect Trash and Treasure road signs.
The Trash and Treasure Market Report for the Year Ending 31 May 1980 showed the
total operations since the start of the market
No of weeks operated
out.
Gross receipts
Interest
Total
Expenses
Net Surplus

280 – 9 weeks Christmas break -11 weeks washed
$295,306
11864
$307,170
25693
$281,477

Estimated total visitors were 1,500,000 including paying visitors 735,930. Estimated
member‘s man hours were 10,819 for Belconnen and 2,093 for Ginninderra.
Ginninderra had been paid $43,429 of the net surplus.78

These records were provided periodically by Mal Ferguson who from day one of the
Market maintained meticulous records of each Market day. The proceeds for each
Sunday were regularly reported in the Bulletin each following week. The market was
continuing to provide substantial returns with many weekly returns during the year
exceeding $1200. Although buoyed by these results, the Club nevertheless dutifully
and responsibly kept considerations of improvements to the conduct of the Market
under review with changes being implementation where appropriate.

The lead up to and the preparation for the first RYPEN Seminar to be held ever (and
in District 971) was an important and historical event for the Club. Earlier this history
outlined where David Southern, Chairman of the District Interact Committee and club
member, introduced the concept of RYPEN at the District 971 Conference in the
76
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1978-79 year. His suggestion to set up a RYPEN program, while always supported in
the Club, was enthusiastically endorsed within the District. Hence during 1979-80
and fully supported by the Club he set about developing a RYPEN Seminar. The first
RYPEN Seminar of three days was held at Greenhills Conference Centre, Canberra
over the period from Friday afternoon 22 February 1980 to Sunday 24 February 1980.
It was a full program for the period and there were forty attendees selected by clubs
throughout District 971. The Board endorsed the promotion of RYPEN through both
publications, Rotary Down Under in Australia and The Rotarian distributed in the
wider world of Rotary. It also agreed to provide some financial support to assist
David Southern in his preparation for the RYPEN Seminar. Canberra-Belconnen
interview committee of David Southern, Laurie Banks and Fyfe Bygrave interviewed
eight candidates and selected four to attend but one withdrew, so the Club eventually
sponsored three young attendees, Penny King from Page, Julie Holder from Cook and
Detley Leuth from Lyneham. They subsequently reported their impressions of their
RYPEN experience to the Club at its meeting on 5 March 1980.
―Penny spoke about the new experience in communication with others in a
camp situation. She commented on the interesting points of view presented by
Alcoholics Anonymous, Lifeline, People Who are Different and expressed
appreciation of Mrs Shirley Baker‘s (Gary‘s wife) talk on Etiquette and Good
grooming. Julie spoke about the social aspects of the weekend – making new
friends, the sing-along, barn dances, discussions. Detlef spoke about the
unique and unforgettable experience – the opportunity presented to gain
confidence. Penny Julie and Detlef sang the praises of RYPEN loud and clear.
It was obviously a wonderful weekend for the forty people privileged to
attend.‖79
The Bulletin editor summed up the mood of the Club remarking after the
presentations, ―It was obviously a wonderful experience for the young people who
were privileged to attend. We thought their presentation of reports was excellent.
Thank you Penny, Julie and Detlef.‖80 Immediately after the completion of the
Seminar the Bulletin commented:
―All reports first and second hand indicate that the seminar has been a most
outstanding success. Congratulations and appreciation to David Southern, the
instigator, planner, organiser, and implementer… and thanks to all who have
helped and supported him.‖81
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In his report at the end of the year President Ted Short referred to RYPEN and David
Southern; ―The Club‘s congratulations go to David Southern for his dedication and
time establishing RYPEN and holding a successful seminar … [they] were beyond
what would be expected of a Rotarian …‖82 The Club made David a PHF because of
his dedication to youth, not only through RYPEN, but with RYLA and other youth
programs. President Ted Short went on to remark ―The presentation of a Paul Harris
Fellow is the highest honour a member can receive and all Club members
spontaneously agreed that we should honour David in his fashion.‖83 In keeping with
the Club‘s practice towards fellowship and involving Rotaryannes President Ted
Short followed up with ―To Wendy [David‘s wife] we give sincere thanks for
supporting David to carry out his work to youth.‖84

The story of the advent of RYPEN rests essentially with David Southern and with
District 971 as well as Canberra-Belconnen. This history is directed towards the
Canberra-Belconnen involvement but the story is broader. Attachments B and C are
copies of papers distributed by David Southern in his work to set up and conduct the
first RYPEN Seminar. Club archives also contain a copy of the booklet ―RYPEN –
Rotary Youth Programme of Enrichment – Rotary District 971 – A Report dated
February 1980‖. This report captures the full importance seen to arise from RYPEN
to benefit youth as well as details of the first RYPEN Seminar.
The Club had always had a propensity for members‘ involvement in its weekly
programs and 1979-80 was no exception. ―The year 1979-80 was a varied one in
which every effort was made for full ‗club participation‘.‖85 John Scutt, Program
Chairman for the year, saw to this and as well provided many ―first class‖86 speakers
whose topics and backgrounds ranged widely. Club member participation included 5
occasions with a nominated member as ‗guest‘ speakers. Vic Crittenden, the Rome
Rotary Convention; Len Stonebridge, Guernsey; Gary Baker, Vocational Services
Week; Vern Davies, Parks and Recreation Today; and Fyfe Bygrave, The World of
the Academic.
82
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conducted at least four Club Assemblies, an Information Night on TnT, held a Club
Forum on ‗Canberra In Crisis‟ where Les Heaton spoke about the Public Service,
Cliff Keyworth about Planning, Peter Zacharoff about Business and Ted Armstrong
about Education.

At one meeting John Scutt conducted a Rotary Information

Question and Answer session among members and at another Pat Walsh, John de
Platter and Bill Spinks addressed ‟What is New in My Business‟. Further member‘s
participation occurred when ‗Job Talks‘ were reintroduced each week from 12 March
1980.
Guest speakers included; Frank Hambly, Secretary Australian Vice Chancellors
Committee – Universities Under Attack; Pauline O‘Gorman and Peter McColl spoke
during Youth Activities week on The Young Peoples‟ Views on Australian Society;
Don Elder from the Goulburn-Mulwaree club spoke on a FAIM Team visit to PNG;
Ken Hogan, the Club‘s successful candidate for the GSE visit to British Columbia,
addressed the club on his visit, this was followed at a later date by Con Pikoulas also a
member of same the GSE team; Les Evans conducted a wine tasting night; Fred
McCauley, Building Workers Industrial Union – The Place of Trade Unions and
Trends; Mrs Norma Aplin, wife of a recently returned Foundation Award scholarship
winner Neil Aplin, spoke on her Experience in Durban South Africa where she had
accompanied Neil during his studies; Dr Michael Gore – Questacon – A Science
Education Centre; the club hosted speakers from Toastmistresses in the final of their
Public Speaking Competition; Dr R.G. Pembury – Operating a Blood bank Service;
Dr Don Anderson – Adolescents; Mrs Caroline Coombs – Belconnen Community
Service; Mr Lyle Swan, Chairman of the Northside chapter of American Field
Service; Group Captain Murray Turnbull – Tactical Fighter Aircraft in the 1980s; and
Dr Howard Peak, President of the Heart Foundation Committee ACT, who spoke
about the use of the Club‘s donated Heart Condition Education Vehicle and accepted
a cheque from the Club of the previous Sunday‘s ‗dedicated day‘ at Trash and
Treasure. District Governor Tony Garlock paid his formal visit to the Club on 3
October 1979.
For the celebrations to mark the 75th Anniversary of Rotary the club undertook a
number of projects. It conducted a display explaining about Rotary at the Belconnen
Mall organised by Allan Forster –―the display was most impressive and created a lot
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of interest‖87. Members attended the opening of the Woodlands Fitness Track on
Lake Ginninderra and ―handed over the fitness track on Lake Ginninderra to the
NCDC‖88 as a mark of the 75th Anniversary. The Club contributed $4000 to the
development of the Track - a project the Club had been involved in for several months
and noted ―a special tribute to Col Makin for his efforts‖

89

The Board also decided

that the Club‘s grant to the Heart Foundation for the Heart Foundation‘s Heart
Condition Education Vehicle would be nominated as the Clubs 75th anniversary
project. Members and Rotaryannes also attended a combined clubs Dinner Dance at
the Press Club where ―a good time was had by all.‖90
At District level, apart from conducting the District Assembly early in the year,
members attended the District Conference in Goulburn on 14-17 March 1980. Alan
Anderson was appointed as the Club Co-ordinator for the Conference and the Club
was well represented. At the Conference President Ted Short led a discussion group,
David Southern provided a report on RYPEN and Past President and District
Governor Nominee for 1981-82 Ted Armstrong, a 5 minute talk on Rotary
Information. The Conference was reported as ―more than 600 attended … a fine
Conference… it was a wonderful experience ... RYPEN was wonderfully received
and great credit and congratulations to David Southern.‖91 President Ted Short in his
comments to the Board following the Conference is reported to have commented;
―that David Southern‘s report on RYPEN had been extremely well received… The RI
President‘s representative, Mr Herb Brown has taken copies of the Report of the
recent RYPEN seminar to the USA and will report to RI on the RYPEN programme.
From general discussion at the District conference there is no doubt that RYPEN will
be internationally accepted.‖92 Beyond District level the Board contributed $1000 to
the Rotary Foundation and as a result, the Club advanced its standing to a700% club.
Support to youth through Rotary Programs and other Club activities continued to be
strongly supported The Club‘s work with RYPEN has already been presented above
and that was not the only youth activity of the Club. It selected and sponsored three
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persons Diana Bradley, Elizabeth Broomhead and John Hoitink to attend the District
RYLA Seminar at Cooma from 10-17 May 1980 which was ―an unqualified success
in every way‖93. The Club successfully nominated two outgoing Youth Exchange
students to be included in the District 971 exchanges for 1980. They were Karyn
Smith and Michelle Regan. Karyn was selected to go to Japan where her host club
was the Kakamigahara Club on the island of Honshu and she departed on 19 January.
Michelle was selected to go to Germany where her host club was Weiden in Bavaria,
District 188 and she left Australia on 20 January 1980. The Board agreed that the
Club would provide each of these young ladies with funds for purchasing gifts for
their host families, provide introduction cards, Club banners, a travelling allowance
and view graphics of Canberra.

As well it agreed to provide the girls Rotary

International Youth Exchange Blazers and skirt.

It hosted its second Rotary

Exchange Student Kimino Haruki, an 18 years old student sponsored by the Tokyo
South club. Kimino arrived on 30 March 1980 and was welcomed to the Club at its
meeting on 2 April 1980. Host families for Kimino were the Bakers, the Smiths, the
Armstrongs and the Andersons. The Board agreed that some costs incurred by the
host families in regard to their hosting of Kimino would be recompensed by the Club.
The Club hosted a visiting Exchange Students group from District 979 during their
visit to Canberra from 24 to 28 March 1980. All eighteen students from a variety of
countries and two adult chaperons were accommodated by Club members and their
program included BBQs provided by Club members and a Woolshed Dance and
activities night at Pine Ridge hosted by Alan and Helen Anderson and directed by
David Southern. During January the Club hosted Kathleen Barr an Exchange student
from the Nelson Club in New Zealand. Kathleen was hosted over her 3 weeks stay by
the Leggetts, the Southerns and the Makins for a week each. She was 17 years old, a
leader in the Girls Brigade and had recently obtained her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Award for service to the Brigade. Kathleen spoke to the Club on 9 January 1980 and
impressed as ―an attractive, capable and charming ambassador‖94 a credit to the
selection of the Nelson Club. The Club continued to sponsor Janet Dibb the visiting
Foundation Award Scholarship holder from the USA until she departed from
Australia in February 1980. Janet‘s birthday in August was recognised with a gift of a
handmade shawl from the Club. She was farewelled by the Club at a ladies night on
93
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13 February 1980 where Janet spoke on her impressions of Australia as a Rotary
Foundation Scholarship Awardee. She was presented with a sheep skin rug by the
Club and she in turn, presented the Club with a pen and pencil set from her home
sponsor club Huntington Park California and from herself, a long handled fines box
for use by the Sergeant. The visiting GSE team from British Columbia was hosted by
the Club at its meeting on 26 March 1980 and the Club nominated Robert Searle a
Commonwealth Grants Commission Accountant for district selection as a candidate
for the forthcoming GSE tour. During the year it sent a wedding present to Janet
Dibb a Rotary Foundation Scholarship Awardee from the USA and who had been
hosted by the Club in an earlier year.
During the year the Board was anxious to pursue the Club‘s work of supporting a
special project in the community but early on, no decision on any project had been
made. In an effort to determine ‗what might be out there‘ the Club placed ―an
anonymous advertisement … in the Canberra media calling for applications for
special projects. Over seventy submissions were received prior to Christmas 1979.‖95
The Board established a Major Projects Committee consisting of Peter Zacharoff,
John de Platter and John Lott to provide a Report through President Ted Short on
major projects by October 1979. During a Special meeting in November 1979 the
Board noted that there would be an estimated $58,000 for a major project by June
1980.

It thanked the members of the Major Projects Committee for ―their

investigations and suggestions regarding distribution of Project account funds‖96 .
However, there is no record of the Board decisions directly relating to the findings of
the Major Projects Committee nor is there a copy of their Report available in Club
archives. On a practical front the Club continued its interest in the development of a
Fitness Track in Belconnen, culminating in the opening of the Woodlands Fitness
track. It also made a donation of $8942 to the Heart Foundation for the purchase of a
Heart Condition Education Vehicle for use by the Foundation. These appear to be the
only tangible special projects pursued by the Club during the year although it
consistently made grants to the collective value of $30,000 to many other causes. Still
on a planning front, the Board gave consideration to the establishment in Canberra of
a Rotary International Regional Office noting that ―the RI Regional Office should be
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in Canberra‖.97 The proposal included the establishment of a Community
Administrative Secretariat in Canberra as a part of the RI Secretariat. The Board
―formed a sub-committee to examine the proposal to establish a Community
Administrative Secretariat in Canberra.‖98 The proposal for a Community Secretariat
arose from the Club‘s realisation that there were many community organisations
operating in Canberra with little funds and limited administration. The overall costs
involved in providing for their administration degraded their capacity for service and
that a central administrative set up properly staffed and which could provide the
necessary support to many of these organisations, would free up funds and time for
the better operation of these organisations. There is no further reference to this
proposal during the year except an entry in the Bulletin noting a major proposal for
the Club to setup of a Commonwealth Administrative Secretariat for Rotary in
Australia in a Rotary owned building with permanent staff. The project is also to
operate to provide special services to community organisations e.g. word processing,
minutes, reports, financial statements etc. ―An ambitious project.‖99

Among its

‗hands on‘ projects during the year the Club was rostered on the Girrahween Lodge
grounds maintenance task about every 10 weeks.
The Club concluded the year with a Changeover Dinner at the Functions Room at the
Canberra College of Advanced Education on 28 June 1980. This year the dress was
lounge suit rather than dinner suit of earlier years. Whether this was the whim of the
organiser or a reflection of member‘s wishes or of the times is not clear but it did not
detract at all from the importance of the occasion and the celebratory circumstances of
the night as President Ted Short inducted the president for 1980-81, Alan Anderson.
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1980-81
Changeover for President No 10, Alan Anderson was a joy for all. Fellowship was
great, speeches were short and to the point; Helen Anderson‘s carnations were superb
and the M.C. was something else. The happy coincidence of Kimyo‘s birthday added
just that sparkle of variety‖100 David Southern was also presented with his Paul
Harris Fellow which appears to be the second of such Club recognition following Ted
Armstrong in 1978-79. And so ended 1979-80 and importantly so began 1980-81. A
memorable beginning to a year which was again to be most demanding, satisfying and
progressive for the Club. It included contributions to many organisations and causes
across the community, continued refinement to the operation of the TnT, engagement
in practical help and significant advancement in the policies and administration of the
Club.

Meetings were held at the now well established location of The Union, Canberra
College of Advanced Education at Bruce. The Club considered itself fortunate to be
able to hold its meetings at The Union and expressed its thanks to Mr Don Wilson the
catering manager of the Union and his staff for their co-operation and assistance.101
As usual, Christmas meetings were held elsewhere and for 1980-81 these included a
‗do drop in‘ meeting at King Leggett‘s on 24 December1980 and two combined
meetings; the first with Canberra-Ginninderra at the Belconnen Way Hotel on 30
December 1980 and the second with Canberra-North at the Hungarian Club on 8
January1981. The Club returned to The Union on 14 January1981. It raised dinner
fees to $5.50 as from 4 March 1981. Attendance throughout the year averaged just
above 80% - there were no 100% meetings but a few with about 90% and some in the
50s%. Six club members achieved 100% attendance. They were President Alan
Anderson, President Elect Garry Baker, Charter President Brian Daniell, Past
President Mal Ferguson, Club Secretary Bob Greeney, and Past President Ted Short.
The Club reported a Club membership of 43 with a loss of two members and again of
seven new members giving ―a very healthy increase.‖102

Records indicate that

membership losses were the resignation of Don Monroe a charter member, for

100

Club Bulletin No1 dated 9 July 1980.
Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Annual Report 1980-81.
102
Ibid;,
101

147
personal reasons and Col Killer who resigned because of business pressures. New
members were Richard Cook – Police Criminal Investigation; Robert Gough Electronics Retail; Peter Clarke - Estate Management; John Osborne – Public
Administration Marine Transport; Norm Helson -Technical Education Building; Hans
Milton and Lloyd Thompson. During the year Ray Pavlove – the ‗extended‘ Rotarian
visitor from Canada (‗please treat me as any other member for Club duties‘) and who
had been, with his wife, a great contributor to the Club, returned to Canada but only
after participating in a FAIM team project to Madang PNG where the team
constructed a ‘health unit‘. Ray reported on this adventure noting that ―he learned to
lay concrete and repair other expert‘s errors.‖103 Ray‘s participation in a FAIM
project seems to be a first for the Club. The Board agreed to an increase in Club
membership fees from $20 to $22 noting that District fees had risen from $6 to $10
per member from1 July 1980.104

The Club was pleased to congratulate former

member John Bischoff now of Batemans Bay club, on his election as District
Governor Nominee. Jack was guest speaker at the Club on18 February which was a
ladies night when David and Wendy Southern were farewelled en-route to USA and
District Governor Elect Ted Armstrong and Rotaryanne Cath were farewelled for
their trip to the RI International Assembly in Boca Roton. Another colourful report
appeared in the Bulletin to describe the cricket match against Batemans Bay on 1
March 1981 at Nelligen. ―Fourteen members and numerous offspring supported by
very loyal Rotaryannes engaged in combat with Batemans Bay. Needless to say, the
victory, which went to Batemans Bay, was sealed by one run. The real winners were
the fellowship, the lovely day and the usual first class spread put on by our opponents.
Thank you Bay, until next time.‖105 The Club was represented by members at the
District Conference on 22-24 March 1981. ―An interesting and well-paced weekend.
Speakers were first class and exchange students and group study people were the
highlights. It is clear the greater the club representation, the deeper the enjoyment of
the conference.‖106 The District Assembly at Ulladulla on 21 June 1981 attracted 400
participants which included 15 members and 3 wives from Canberra-Belconnen.
The Club became incorporated on 23 June 1981 after some 18 months of negotiations
not only with Australian regulatory bodies but also with Rotary International. The
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Club used the service of Stephen, Jacques and Stephen, solicitors in Canberra, during
1980-81 to help them complete this very demanding but seemingly necessary task.
Towards the end of the year, the Board agreed the Club‘s ―Notice of Intention to
apply for incorporation will be in the name of Robert Scott Greeney as the person
authorised …

by the Club to act on the [Club‘s] behalf in matters relating to

incorporation.‖107.

Club Secretary Bob accepted the appointment and became

responsible eventually to work with the solicitors to sign all the relevant papers
necessary for incorporation. The work towards incorporation however, throughout
the 18 months of its development, was shared among Board members; in particular
Peter Zacharoff was heavily involved in the earlier stages. Attachment A includes a
copy of the Certificate of Incorporation and other papers associated with the fact. It
was noted by President Alan Anderson that the Club is ―likely to be the first
incorporated Rotary Club in Australia, and may be in the position, as we were for
Trash and Treasure, of being able to advise other Clubs of the procedures.‖108

The Club worked diligently through the Board and at Club Assemblies to complete a
revision of the Club By-Laws which was linked to their moves towards Incorporation.
Again these had to be ratified by RI as a part of the Incorporation process. RI asked
the Club to change Article V, Section 2 of the By-Laws to allow members to buy
either the Rotarian or Rotary Down Under as opposed to limiting it to only Rotary
Down Under. The Club challenged this advice but RI remained firm and the By-Law
was amended (see Attachment B).

The Club also considered whether there needed be written guidelines for the
Disbursement of Funds.

A Club Assembly, however, recommended that no

guidelines be established with the Board being given discretionary powers.109
President Alan perhaps summed up the position generally as applicable to Rotary
clubs and certainly to Canberra-Belconnen when he said ‖I can suggest no better
guidelines for the disbursement of our funds than each Rotarian‘s moral and ethical
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values, his conscience, and the application of The Four Way Test. That has been well
proven this year.‖110
The broader administration of the Club was not the only area to receive review. Trash
and Treasure policies, including support from other clubs, were changed as was the
Club approach to ‗dedicated days‘ and matters concerning the sale of foodstuffs in the
Market. The Board decided that ‗dedicated days‘ were no longer to be conducted at
TnT, rather the various organisations which requested such days, were to be told that
instead, they should suggest projects they need for Club consideration of any donation
towards them.111 This policy followed and replaced an earlier decision of the Board
that year which agreed that ‗dedicated days‘ should be associated with door knock
days and available to charitable organisations on application.‖112 This earlier decision
in turn followed a request by Life Line, made in July, for a ‗dedicated day‘ on 3
August 1980 to coincide with their ‗door knock appeal‘ and a subsequent decision by
the Board on 20 August1980 after the Life Line day. At its meeting on16 July 1980
and following earlier club considerations during 1979-80, the Board agreed that the
Club was not able to man TnT alone and that proposals for joint operations with
another club should go to a Club Assembly for discussion. It followed that the Board
then invited the Canberra-North club to share the workload at the Market
commencing 1 January 1981 for 12 months for a 25% return of net proceeds. 113 After
some discussion between the clubs Canberra-North accepted the offer. Included in
the negotiations was the refusal for Canberra-North members to wear their CanberraNorth blue aprons. Rather they were directed to wear the Canberra-Belconnen yellow
aprons based on a need for consistency and to avoid ownership questions arising from
traders and others. These arrangements came into place together with negotiations
with Canberra-Ginninderra which amicably resolved their cessation of duty at TnT.114
President Alan Anderson was very much to the fore in each of these negotiations and
the sequence of the Board decision clearly indicates the resolve of members to change
the existing policy. President Alan reported that Canberra-North were enthusiastic
about participating in TnT ―except for the 6a.m. bit‖.115

On 4 February President

Barry Brody of the Canberra-Ginninderra club presented a pewter tankard to the Club
110

Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Annual Report 1980-81.
Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Minutes Board meeting 22 April 1981.
112
Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Minutes Board meeting 2 July 1980
113
Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen Minutes of Board Meeting 20 August1980.
114
Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen Minutes of Board Meeting 24 September 1980
115
Club Bulletin No dated
111

150
in appreciation of the association between the two clubs in Trash and Treasure and the
special relationship with Canberra-Belconnen as their ‗mother‘ club.116 Subsequently
the Club received a request from the Yass club to assist at TnT and advised Yass of
the arrangement for 1981 with Canberra-North. Later in the year the Board agreed
that only Canberra-Belconnen members would handle stall holders tickets in order to
maintain consistency towards the actions of stall holders. During the year the TnT
Chairman Peter Zacharoff and his committee members, were engaged with the
Department of Capital Territory and the Health Commission, themselves trying to
resolve a common policy, over the sale of foodstuffs in the Market. Among the
matter as a whole, particular questions arose about the ‗jam man‘ who made his own
jam but, after health inspector‘s reports, was not allowed by the Health Commission
to sell his product in the Market; and, the ‗donut man‘, who manufactured and sold
donuts from a van in the Market. Eventually the Board was able to agree after being
appraised of discussions between the Trash and Treasure committee and the
Department of Capital Territory, that among food sellers only the ‗donut man‘ would
be allowed entry.117 There had also been a letter received from Mr Alan MacDonald a
trader in the Jamison Mall, concerning alleged trading by ‗professional‘ traders at
TnT in competition with the Jamison Mall traders. Again, after consultation with the
Department, the Board noted that any complaints from Jamison Mall traders were to
be made to the Department. There were also complaints from Jamison Mall traders
about the sale of drinks and precooked foods; the Board considered that the market
brought more trade to Jamison traders than it does harm by competition.118 The Club
became aware that the conduct of a Lions Southside trash and treasure market was
raising concerns among some in the community and as a consequence, by association,
was impacting on opinions in the public about the Club‘s Market. The Club contacted
the Lions concerned and asked them to cease using the name ‗Trash and Treasure‘ (it
had also done this in previous years). No action was taken by the Lions and the Board
then wrote asking them to desist and reminding them that Canberra-Belconnen was
the registered owner of the name ‗Trash and Treasure‘ and the name ―cannot be used
without our permission, and that permission is not given in this instance‖119 The letter
also referred to legal action being taken to protect the Club‘s rights if necessary. The
116
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Lions President responded that the matter would be addressed at the next Lions Board
meeting.

The Canberra-Belconnen Board agreed subsequently that no other

organisation be allowed to use the name ‗Trash and Treasure‘ or any similar name
incorporating those words.120 During the year the Board agreed to the purchase of
new fencing to delineate the Market on market days.

The Club also took out

insurance cover including cover for general property, money cover, trailer, accident,
special risk and $1,000,000 for public risk and Workers Compensation. One good
aspect from local business announced at the Board meeting on 20 May1981, was that
‗The Top Apple‘ would change coin for notes after 11.00am on Sundays. This was a
great help to those responsible for banking the market proceeds at its conclusion each
Sunday. Stall holders fees increased to $5 from 7 December 1981. The Bulletin
reported the ‘sound barrier broken …the four minute mile has been achieved, the
moon has been walked on but only John Lott could become the $2000 dollar man‖121
This referred to the first $2000 from any one day at the market – John and his team
reported collecting $2019 on 23 November 1981. Exceeding $2000 occurred on a
number of occasions during the rest of the year. At the end of the year Trash and
Treasure Director Peter Zacharoff was able to report that the market ―will not stop
growing and it has filled with stalls many times this year.‖122 He also reported that
returns were up 15% and that the market operated for 49 weeks in the year and that
there were 179,170 paying visitors.

Financial reports show a gross income of

$85,025.20 and Interest of $1.545.94 and that Canberra- Ginninderra received
$9,705.70 and Canberra-North $6,691.75.
The Club enjoyed joint meetings with Canberra-Ginninderra and Canberra-North over
the Christmas period. Members also hosted a meeting of Belconnen Service Clubs on
22 October 1980. Clubs attending included Ginninderra Lions, Belconnen Lions,
Belconnen Apex, Ginninderra Apex, Belconnen Valley Apex, Canberra-Ginninderra
Rotary Club and Canberra- Belconnen Rotary Club. It also enjoyed a meeting and
dinner on 29 October 1980 at the Sir Leslie Morshead Homes for War Veterans where
President Alan made known the Club‘s intentions to contribute $20,000 to the Home
for Stage 3 building extensions of 18 units.
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The proposal, commenced in 1979-80 for a RI Regional Secretariat in Canberra, to RI
was completed and presented to RI for consideration. RI responded that the Regional
Secretariat would be established in Sydney with Rotary Down Under. On receiving
this reply the Club decided to enlist the support from local authorities for a Regional
Centre to be in Canberra. The Club also decided to ‗shelve for the time being‘ the
linked proposal for setting up a regional community administrative secretariat for use
by local community organisations in order to concentrate on the RI regional
secretariat proposal.123 There is no further mention of these proposals in available
records for the year and facts indicate that neither eventuated.
Club interest and support to youth was not neglected. There were many connections
with Rotary Youth Exchange. The Club continued to host Kimiyo Haruki (also
spelled Kimyo in some club records) from Japan. Besides an earlier trip to Western
Australia with other exchange students she enjoyed a 16 day safari to Central
Australia, a two week stay hosted by Murwillumbah club and many other outings both
within Canberra and beyond. She spoke to the Club on 10 September 1980 about her
experience of visiting Ayers Rock and the outback. The Bulletin commented that her
talk posed ―a hard act to follow for Job Talk fellows.‖124 Kimiyo also had the
experience of guiding Japanese touring groups and witnessing the arrival into the
world of various animals while being hosted by the Andersons. Kimiyo presented
throughout her stay as a forthright, outgoing, socially oriented young lady who
represented her home country well while enjoying many opportunities to enjoy what
Australia and Australians had to offer. She gave her farewell talk to the Club on 25
March 1981 where she was presented with a painting and farewelled by the members
and Rotaryannes before her departure back to Japan. Kimiyo had been well supported
by the Club, particularly her host parents. The two students which the Club had
sponsored earlier as Rotary Exchange Students - one to Germany and one to Japan
seemed to enjoy their exchange. Several letters were received from Michele who
went to Germany. The Bulletin editor was particularly enthusiastic over one letter
from Michele ―Fairytale letter from Michele Regan – not every exchange student gets
to live with three millionaires in succession, or to be transported by private helicopter
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or spend school vacations in the south of Italy.‖125 As to a second letter the editor
commented ―[Michele] seems to be continuing with that monotonous jet setting,
private helicoptering, millionairing existence in Europe.‖126

Michele returned to

Australia on 18 January 1981 and on 4 February1981 spoke to the Club about her
exchange experiences. ‖She has become an unashamed Germanophile after an
uncertain start but pleased to be back in her old haunts.‘127. Karyn Smith who
exchanged to Japan, advised that she was ―coming home the long way round via USA
where her father has been posted. She intends to study business administration at
George Mason University in Fairfax Virginia.‖128 It was the Club‘s turn to send a
student to New Zealand under the arrangement with the Nelson club. Rosemary
Vivian was selected for the exchange of 3 weeks and on her return, in her talk to the
Club on 4 February 1981, showed the worth of the exchange and she was also the
bearer of inter-municipal greetings. Later in the year the Club reviewed its policy on
the New Zealand Exchange student deciding ―nominees should come from the general
community and should not necessarily be ‗academics‘. In particular, the successful
candidate should be somebody who would not normally have an opportunity to visit
NZ on a holiday‖.129 While arrangements to host the group of exchange students
from district 979 were commented upon frequently, there are no reports on whether
the hosting occurred or not. Harold Wall hosted a Swedish Exchange Student during a
short visit to Canberra from 1-8 June 1981.
RYPEN remained high among the Club‘s interest. A second RYPEN in District 971
was hosted by Huskisson club and Karen Searson recounted her experiences at that
RYPEN seminar to the Club on 26 November 1980. In all, Canberra-Belconnen itself
had sixteen applicants to be interviewed by a selection team of Fyfe Bygrave, Harry
Phillips and Kathy Pavlove -wife of Ray (thanked by Club for her assistance, as was
Jan Upton –wife of Bruce Upton- who assisted at the next round of interviews later in
the year). David Southern and Bob Greeney assisted at Huskisson. A further Seminar
followed in early 1981 at Greenhills Canberra at which forty-four students attended
(the Club sponsored four students). Club members provided substantial support both
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before and during the Seminar. The Club was very pleased to learn that the Deloraine
club in Tasmania was the first club outside District 971 to conduct a RYPEN Seminar
and that the Lindfield club ―has made concrete moves towards involvement in our
home grown product.‖130 The Club continued to support the conduct of career nights
aimed at secondary students despite such nights now being held collectively in
Canberra. It reproduced the School Leaver‘s Manual again in1980. It sponsored two
participants John Hoitink and Elizabeth Broomhead to the District RYLA Seminar
and John Scutt was thanked for his efforts in this area.

Janet Dibb a Rotary

Scholarship Awardee earlier hosted by the Club, after her return to USA married Greg
Smith. They subsequently returned to Australia and after arrival they hosted an
‘Australian Wedding Reception‘ on 2 August 1980. ―The Club‘s present was glass
wear with a glass decanter. Seven [Club] members and wives plus Kimyo represented
the Club at a very warm reception.‖131 David Southern and Bob Greeney were
nominated to District as leaders for next GSE team and the Club nominated Doug
Parsonson, Consulting Forester, and Lin Parnell, Engineer, to participate in the team
but they and David and Bob were unsuccessful. Also unsuccessful were the Club
nominations – Yvonne Stockman and Graham Calder-Smith when the Club
nominated them to receive the Rotary Foundation Graduate Award for 1982. The
Club hosted a visiting GSE team from Chicago during December.
―On the financial side, a total of $63,374 has been spent from a net income of
$65,224…‖132 This gives a measure of the Club‘s contributions towards the
community in Canberra, within Australia and internationally during the year. Board
minutes referred each meeting to the Clubs Banking Deposits (IBDs) and by the end
of the year the President was able to report that the Club had $60,000 invested and a
surplus of $1,850 from this year which together ―will give the next Board a start in
funding that elusive ‗big‘ project.‖133

Major expenditures were made to assist

building 18 new units at the Sir Leslie Morshead War Veterans Homes in Lyneham
($20,000) and to the Red Cross for a Cryogenic freezer ($10,000).

The Board

minutes for the year indicate that many more requests for projects were received than
could be satisfied but importantly they also demonstrate the length the Club went to
investigate projects that were presented to them and reject or accept on the evidence
130

Club Bulletin No 13 dated 1 October 1980.
Club bulletin No5 dated 6 August 1980.
132
Rotary club of Canberra-Belconnen Annual Report 1980-81
133
Ibid.
131

155
gathered. In two cases they were able to show the proponent where they could make
considerable savings in the project. This investigation system, used with discretion
and not necessarily for every project, meant man hours of work for members
involved. Some projects not able to be completed before changeover were referred to
the incoming Board. The Club had a request from Goodwin Homes for a donation of
$80,000 towards the building of a home for the aged in Page. This was a project the
Club was keen to pursue in earlier years but did not proceed then due to the
Government not agreeing to subsidise the project. In this instance Goodwin needed
the money urgently and the Club advised that it was not in a position at this time in
the fiscal year to help. Canberra-North suffered through a fire at the location where it
held its meetings and lost several possessions. The Club agreed to assist CanberraNorth by providing a photo of the Queen and some spare banners. It delayed a
decision to also provide a PA system. The Club made two contributions for the relief
of eye complaints in India. These donations were made through the Ambala club in
India which subsequently advised that both clubs had been linked through the
Commonwealth Society for the Blind for assistance in eye relief and that the money
would be used in the village of Beh. The club members continued to fulfil their
landscaping duties at Girrahween Lodge each 10 weeks or so.

President Alan

Anderson summed up the Club‘s attitude to involving itself and completing the
projects when he said ―The range of completed projects, and those that have not yet
been finalised have given the Board almost as much satisfaction as the recipients.‖134
Club program Chairman was Vern Davies who ―kept up an endless supply of guest
speakers, including club members. The guest speaker programme was interesting and
varied.‖135 Of particular note was the Club‘s celebration of its 10th Birthday on 15
April 1981. It was a ladies night ―an action packed ‗night of the Stars‘. Many thanks
to all who put in the time and effort for a very happy and successful night.‖136 The
program again included a number of Club Assemblies which were put to good use
among other things in considering the Incorporation of the Club, the new By-Laws
and the policy changes made to Trash and Treasure and election of office bearers for
1981-82. Club members who were guest speakers included Brian Daniell, Vocational
Service; Gary Baker, Insights to life in Indonesia; Vic Crittenden, My Second
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Occupation ―made real people out of the characters of familiar Australian history.‖137;
Fyfe Bygrave, Impressions of a Journey to Japan and UK; and, Bruce Upton, United
Bible and his work in it ―The bible society was founded in 1804 with one aim which
has remained unchanged … currently 3 areas of endeavour, providing Bibles in
China, in Eastern Europe and for illiterate people.‖138

Some programs included

Exchange Students and Club nominated RYLA and RYPEN participants as speakers
and invariably the Club members were impressed with the quality of their
presentations and their enjoyment and benefit they expressed from their experience in
the program.

One Exchange Student, Caroline Smith from Grahamstown South

Africa and hosted by another club in Canberra, was ―A charmer… who gained rapt
attention as she spoke about her homeland and hometown.‖139 There was one father
and son/daughter night described as a very successful evening at which four young
ladies from the Belconnen High School choir provided the entertainment.

The

District Governor‘s formal visit was on 17 September 1980 when he was
accompanied by his wife Elwyn. The club Christmas celebrations occurred on 10
December with a party night for members, guests and Rotaryannes and on 17
December where the now almost traditional Christmas celebrations for members and
families was hosted by Alan and Helen Anderson on their property at Pine Ridge.
The Club undertook one vocational visit to the Totalisator Building. Among other
guest speakers were: Derek Wrigley, Technical Aids for the Disabled; Dr Lance
Woods, Soil Conservation; Professor Jack Richardson, who was accompanied by Mrs
Richardson at a Club ladies night, he spoke on some of his experiences as
Commonwealth Ombudsman; John Reid, Artificial Snow; Downer Primary School
Pupils, Project for World Interchange, John Morrow, School Sport; Dr G.T. Caldwell
a lecturer from ANU spoke in World Understanding Week on The Work of UNESCO;
Dr Robert Boden, Director of the National Botanic Gardens spoke on Future
Developments of the Botanic Gardens; Len Goodman, Director of Canberra YMCA
and a fellow Rotarian spoke on The Y‟s Work in Belconnen; Denys Correl, Executive
Director of the Australian Council for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled, spoke on
The International Year of Disabled persons; Fred Quinnane, Executive Director of
Canberra and Regional Development (CARD) spoke about creating employment in
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the ACT through the private sector; Bruno Parolin, The Nomad Aircraft; Don Talbot,
The National Sports Institute; and, Brian Brown, principal Kaleen high School spoke
on Transition Education. This list of guest speakers shows that the Club again
experienced a variety of good speakers covering a variety of subjects.
The Changeover Dinner was again a grand affair held at the Functions Room at the
Canberra College of Advanced Education on 27 June 1981. Gary Baker was inducted
as the president for 1981-82 and the Dinner was graced by the presence of District
Governor Ted Armstrong and Cath. The Club had once again conducted it affairs with
true dignity, a sense of service and fairness to all concerned while enjoying heartfelt
fellowship among themselves and their Rotaryannes.
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PART THREE – THE MATURING CLUB
1981/82 – 1999/2000
Chapter Nine – Two Decades of Maturity
Rotary Year 1981/82
The Club continued to meet at the Union, Blue Room, Canberra College of Advanced
Education and President Gary Baker reported that the year had been a successful and
enjoyable one. During this time the Club became incorporated under the Australian
Capital Territories Associations Incorporation Ordinance and its official title became
The Rotary Club of Canberra Belconnen Incorporated, thus providing the necessary
safeguards for the operation of Trash & Treasure and other projects (see Chapter 8 for
details). During the year the Club lost seven members (including Club stalwart Mal
Ferguson who transferred to Weston Creek in Canberra). However, these losses were
more than off-set by ten new members (which included Jack Fitzpatrick and Philip
McElligott, both of whom were to see out their very productive Rotary years at the
Rotary Club of Belconnen).

The Board considered thirty-four specific project proposals, four of which were major
(i.e. between $10k and $25k). Two of these, which were approved in principle, were
not finalised during this year but were carried over to 1982/83; they were extensions
to Dr Barnardo‘s Home in Curtin (at a cost of approximately $10k) and provision of
Nursing Home Care at Goodwin Homes, Ainslie ($25k).

Gross receipts for this period from TnT was a very commendable $87,960 and from
this amount $19,020 was paid to the Rotary Club of Canberra North for assistance
they provided with the Trash & Treasure market. The Treasurer reported that the
Club‘s Project Account ‗has a very substantial credit balance. The source of money
for the Project Account is entirely from the efforts of Club members at the well
known ‗Trash and Treasure‘ market and for many years now numerous charities and
needy causes both local and overseas have benefitted from the distribution of these
funds‘.
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The Club helped sponsor Dr. Sim Li Zhe from China (the Barefoot doctor) through
the efforts of Past President Alan Anderson in the furtherance of World
Understanding. Dr. Li Zhe lived and studied at the Australian National University to
assist him in furthering his work on his return to China. Past President Alan
Anderson‘s memories of this sponsorship make interesting reading:―In 1980/1981, the club was approached through DGE Ted Armstrong to assist a
Chinese Barefoot Doctor who was coming to the ANU. Barefoot doctors started out
as peasants in rural areas of China who were given rudimentary training in medicine
in the 60‘s and 70‘s. After Mao‘s death they were given more advanced training. Li
(as we knew him) wanted to study microbiology under Professor Laverty at ANU.
Laverty was doing research into transplanting a section of a healthy pancreas into the
pancreas of a diabetic. The board, with some objections, decided to fully fund Li for
a period of 12 months. He was duly boarded at Toad Hall and was given a similar
status as an Ambassadorial Scholar. After 6 months at ANU, he being very ambitious
gained a posting for research at the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at
Northwestern University, Chicago. It may be that the ANU was just a stepping stone
in his academic pursuits, but he was very grateful for the club‘s sponsorship. While
in Canberra he had a part time job as a waiter in a Chinese restaurant, but this did not
last long as he was not adept at opening wine bottles and spilled some over a client!
He was an acupuncturist and was in demand at the Chinese Embassy where he was
treated quite well. At another time he bought a car from a fellow student (it was a
bomb and unregistered I think) and proceeded to drive it up to the embassy rather
erratically and was pulled over by the police. He didn‘t have a licence but the police
thought he was a diplomat and didn‘t want an international incident so I had to go and
rescue him and the car. He did make presentations, not only to Rotary, and there were
articles in the paper. I believe he was another success story helped by the Rotary
Club of Belconnen‖.

Other International projects included the donation of $1,000 for Eye Camps in India,
sponsoring a student (Dodie) in Indonesia to the extent of $60 (a small amount to us
but of great benefit to Dodie), assisting financially ($1600) the Salvation Army in
Bandung (Indonesia) to provide basic kitchen needs and building repairs to a
children‘s home, and continuing the annual exchange arrangement with the Rotary
Club of Nelson West, New Zealand for a student to spend three weeks with one of the
Clubs‘ members.
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Additional items of interest that occurred during this Rotary year included a
Father/Son/Daughter meeting in October; the visit of the Club‘s very own District
Governor Ted Armstrong in November; a presentation on Politics and the Media from
well known Federal politician, Lance Barnard, in November; the annual Xmas Party
at Pine Ridge in December; a visit to the Lower Molonglo Water Treatment Works in
February and a combined meeting with the Rotary Clubs of Ginninderra and Woden
in March.

Rotary Year 1982/83
―This year has been a personal highlight and, I would like to believe, a wonderful year
for our Club. We have enjoyed each others company in fellowship, we have inducted
new members into our Club, we have attended meetings to the limit of our capacity
and we have, above all, served others‖.
President‘s Report.

So said President Allan Forster in his

Five new members were inducted into the Club and two

resignations were accepted. Average attendance by members was in the order of
85%. A number of significant projects carried over from the previous year were
completed. These were the refurbishment of Dr Barnardo‘s Barnardo House (at an
overall cost of $10,000), establishment of a 10-bed geriatric care centre at the
Goodwin Homes ($25,000) and provision of landscaping and an in ground watering
system at the Sir Leslie Morshead War Veterans Homes ($10,000). Provision of
emergency accommodation at the Royal Canberra Hospital was well on the road to
completion.

During the year the Board approved and expended $90,000 in the

Canberra community, with, inter alia, donation of $5,000 to the Salvation Army
towards the cost of a mini-bus, $5,000 to the Smith Family Christmas appeal, $2,500
donated to the February 1983 bushfire appeal, $1,000 to the Royal Commonwealth
Society for the Blind for operation of ‗eye-camps‘ in India and $2,000 to two Blue
Light Discos operated by the Federal Police for teenagers.
Net income derived from Trash & Treasure and deposited into the Club‘s Project
Account amounted to $61,530. It was estimated that some 347,300 persons visited
the market during this Rotary Year and that total visitors to the market since its
opening was estimated at 2,545,100 with total net operating revenue being $512,340.
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Early in the new Rotary year the Club was forced to find an alternative venue for
meetings and were fortunate to ‗discover‘ a new home at the Jamison Inn. Excellent
menus and comfortable surroundings helped the transition from the Canberra College
of Advanced Education enormously. The Board decided that the dinner fee at the
new venue would be $7 to provide the necessary margin for guest speakers and Club
guests.

During the year eminent guest speakers included Don Furner, Coach of the
Canberra/Queanbeyan Raiders; RAN Captain Ian MacDougall, who spoke on the
Human Aspects of Service in Submarines; Neil Truscott, former Ambassador to
Lebanon, who spoke on Lebanon and the Middle East Situation; Mr Rogoff of the
USSR Embassy on Life in the Soviet Union; David Smith Secretary to the GovernorGeneral on the Order of Australia; and Mr Justice Kirby Judge of the Federal Court
and Chairman of the Law Reform Commission ―Federal Community Law Reform :
We are all Responsible. Additionally, a number of visits away from the Club were
arranged which included a Bowls night at Belconnen Lawn Bowling Club in
December. No doubt the quality of the speakers during this year was instrumental in
attracting such a high level of attendance at meetings.
The Club continued to participate in the Rotary Youth Exchange Program, hosting a
student from South Africa, Loren de Schalain, who arrived on 8 January 1983 and
another from Mexico (Patricia Calzada); it also supported an outbound student to
Japan (Virginia Marshall).

The Club participated in a Fourth Avenue In Motion (FAIM) project at Rugli 27
kilometres north of Mount Hagen, which involved additions/renovations to the radio
workshop/office building for the Mission Radio Network HQ.

Members Allan

Anderson, Merv Adams and Bob Greeney went to Rugli from 21 May to 6 June 1983.

To cap off a very busy year a former District Governor, Alf Gillespie, asked the Club
to sponsor a Probus Club in the Belconnen area. The Club agreed and Ted Armstrong
also agreed to speak on its inauguration. A public interest meeting was held on 18
April and the first official meeting of the Probus Club of Belconnen was held on 16
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May 1983 with Bob Roberts its first elected President and Ted Armstrong its first
Patron.

Rotary Year 1983/84
It might be expected that following a very busy year the Club might take time off for
a breather. But under the stewardship of Merv Adams this was not the case. Three
new members were inducted into the Club during the year and four resigned. Despite
some inclement weather during the year and various problems and competition from
markets held at the National Exhibition Centre, Trash & Treasure raised a total of
$84,861.79. Complaints, based on one clause in the Club‘s Agreement with the
Department of Territories, from traders in the Jamison Centre regarding the sale of
certain goods within the market had been growing in recent years and President Merv
spent a great deal of time and effort with the traders and the Department of Territories
trying to resolve the issues. This culminated in a meeting with the relevant Minister,
Mr Tom Uren, who decided that a new agreement was to be drawn up with the
contentious clause to be excluded. President Merv noted that ―this outcome is very
significant and will have a bearing on the Market‘s operation for many years‖. The
major project for the year, provision of emergency accommodation (5 units and an
associated communal TV lounge) at Royal Canberra Hospital, was completed at a
total cost of $14,395. The self-contained units allowed for the accommodation of
relatives of seriously ill patients on hospital grounds at a minimal charge of $3 per
person per night. Additionally the Club, inter alia, provided $5,300 as seed funding
for the acquisition of an ultra-cold freezer in the Renal unit of the Royal Canberra
Hospital, $4,000 for the Red Cross ACT Branch towards the acquisition of a bus for
the transfer of blood donors from the Northside of Canberra to the Woden Hospital,
$2,750 to the National Heart Foundation and $3,000 to the ACT Society for
Physically Handicapped Children. The Club also supported a major international
project with a commitment of $3,500 towards the ―Lower Water-Use Irrigation
System for the Maharashra area, India‖ and applied for a Matching Grant from the
Rotary Foundation.
The Club‘s involvement in Youth and associated activities was again a feature of
excellence. Involvement included with Group Study Exchanges (teams from France
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and Japan) and interviewing nominees for a tour of France in 1985; RYLA, RYPEN,
the National Science Summer School, International Youth Exchanges (Dominic Zaal
was the Club‘s exchange student to South Africa)and Rotary Foundation Graduate
Fellowships.

The Club initiated contact with the National Gallery of Australia with a view towards
the sponsorship of an art-related project. It also unsuccessfully challenged the Yass
Club at the Mecca of cricket grounds, the Ginninderra High School oval, with the
final score being Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen 13 for 151 and Yass, 15 for
154.
All in all, another eventful year.

Rotary Year 1984/85
The Rotary year started off in a blaze of publicity with wife of Prime Minister Bob
Hawke, Hazel Hawke, opening the Crisis Accommodation Centre at the Royal
Canberra Hospital. David Southern was able to report this event and other notable
achievements during his year as President. Club membership remained stable during
the year and TnT continued to allow the Club a wonderful opportunity for service to
the community.

David reported that ‗this year, a staggering $75,274 has been

allocated from our funds‘. This included $25,000 for a Koomarri Wheelchair Bus;
$18,000 to the Micro-search Foundation; $5,000 to the Salvation Army; $4,500 to the
Belconnen Community Service; $2,500 to St Vincent de Paul, and numerous smaller
amounts to organisations such as the Guide Dogs Association, the Bennett House
Project, YMCA Day Care Centres, the Canberra City Band, the Canberra Youth
Orchestra, Lifeline and the Rotaract Conference, to name just a few. Additionally,
TnT celebrated its tenth anniversary by inviting the Governor General, Sir Ninian
Stephen and Lady Stephen to open the market, and by raffling a trip to the Gold
Coast.

The Club also broke new ground this year with the initiation of the Australian
Institute of Sport Visiting Speakers program. Young athletes from the Institute came
to the Club and spoke about themselves and their sport, responded to three questions
from members, and then received a critique from a Club member. The initiative
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proved beneficial to the young athletes and something different for the Club. A visit
was also made to Questacon with a guided tour hosted by CEO Dr Michael Gore, a
person with timeless energy and contagious enthusiasm.
Another first was the auction of a tie which had belonged to local politician, Harold
Hird. The successful bidder was his Excellency the Ambassador of Brazil, Marcos
Cortez who was attending the Club with recently appointed honorary member Les
Heaton. King Leggett, who was having health problems, was also appointed as an
honorary member of the Club.

The Club continued to be involved with Exchange Students, hosting Anita Garlock
from Oregan, U.S.A. and supporting outbound student Michelle Caffrae to
Washington State in the U.S.A.

The Club also supported a Rotary Foundation

Scholar, Fiona Clay, who studied at the University of Oregon in the U.S.A. Sean
Kain of Copland College was the Club‘s successful candidate to travel to Germany
during 1985-1986 as a Rotary Youth Exchange student.

Group Study Exchange was a big item for the Club with a GSE team travelling to
France and inbound teams from France and Japan being hosted.
As President David Southern summed up in his Report for the year, ‗this year has
provided a kaleidoscope of Rotary activity for our Club totally in keeping with the
(RI) theme for the year ―Discover a new World of Service‖‘.

Rotary Year 1985/86
President Bob Greeney welcomed in a new Rotary year under the RI banner ―You are
the Key to the Future‖. Bob‘s President‘s Report noted that the exciting PolioPlus
project was already underway, in conjunction with the World Health Organisation,
under which RI has pledged to promote and assist polio immunisation of all children
worldwide by the year 2005, with an amount of $120 million required to fund the
project.

This project would continue to be reported upon in the coming years.

Membership of the Club continued to be a major concern with 10 members resigning
during the year for a variety of reasons, mainly health, transfer or work pressure.
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However, the Club welcomed 11 new members during the year. At change-over in
June 1986 the membership stood at 39. During the year, District Governor Ken Boyd
asked all Clubs to nominate the Key Man in each Club and the Board considered and
then decided that Community Service Director Phil McElligott was a most worthy
recipient for the nomination. A further significant event was the election of Jack
Fitzpatrick to be District Governor of District 971 in 1987/88. The Club gave its
promise of support to DG Nominee Jack during his year of office.

During the year a major Club project came to fruition; a proposed Group Study Tour
of 2 weeks duration to the Soviet Union. The project, which was the brainchild of
Phil McElligott, was to involve the participation of six young people from Canberra
and surrounding district in a professional and cultural exchange and would be led by a
Rotarian. While not a Rotary International GSE Team, it would be a Club project
based on RI‘s GSE Team principles. A return exchange was to be arranged through
the Soviet Embassy and the USSR-Australia Friendship Society.

During the year a sum of $94,159.16 was raised at Trash & Treasure with close to
$130,000 disbursed. The major recipient was the Microsurgery Research Unit in
Sydney to which the Club donated $39,500 for use on research into paralysis and
nerve regeneration. The Club noted that several Canberra residents have, in the past
year, been the beneficiaries of the skills of the surgeons of the Microsurgery Unit.
Other organisations that received assistance included the Malkara Special School for
Intellectually and Physically Disabled Children ($10,000); Dairy Flat Farm Education
Centre ($8,150); Smith Family Christmas Appeal ($5,400); Rotary Health Foundation
($5,200); St. Vincent de Paul ($2,500); The Salvation Army ($5,000); National Heart
Foundation ($3,000) and Camp Quality ($1,500). The Club also supported World
Community Service with a donation of $3,000 to ―Water Systems for Villages in
Papua-New Guinea.
A new innovation by the Club, The Rotary Collection of Art by young Australians‖,
was launched at the National Gallery by President Bob and NGA Director James
Mollinson on the 23rd April 1986. The project aimed to foster and encourage young,
recently established and newly emerged Australian artists by providing funds for the
acquisition of their works. A sum of $7,500 was donated to the NGA, the first time
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that funds had been given by a non-government organisation. The first purchase was
an untitled work by young Sydney artist, Tim Maguire and this painting is now on
display in the Gallery. It was hoped that other Rotary Clubs would contribute to the
development of the fund and the collection.

The Club continued to participate in Youth Exchange with Michelle Carfrae returning
after a successful year with Grandview Club in Washington State and Sean Kain
heading off to Leverkusen and Leverkusen/Opladen Clubs in West Germany. The
Club hosted Eduardo Germani from Sao Paulo in Brazil. The Club also participated
in Group Study Exchange and Rotary Foundation Scholarship Award; RYPEN and
RYLA.

The King-Leggett Memorial Citizenship Award was inaugurated at Copland College
in memory of Past President King Leggett, who died during President Bob‘s first
month as President. This award is made annually to the student who demonstrates the
greatest degree of involvement in the corporate life of the College through good
citizenship and leadership. The award consists of a perpetual shield and a book prize
inscribed by Rotary.

One further innovation that the Club tried this year was an indoor cricket match, with
mechanised tennis balls, that was held at Ginninderra High School in August.
Opponents were the Fyshwick Rotary Club. How successful this venture was is not
recorded, although President Bob‘s team lost, ‗but not by very much‘. The children
had a great time.

Rotary Year 1986/87
There is little doubt that one of the highlights of Vern Davies year as President was
the highly successful USSR-Australia Exchange Program that was led by Club
member Allan Forster. This was reported as being the first official visit to the USSR
by a Rotary sponsored group of young business and professional persons. The visit
lasted for 14 days and was evenly split between Moscow and Leningrad. Visits and
discussions were held with executives of Friendship Societies, Youth Committees and
Intourist. Several opportunities were taken to describe the work and ideals of Rotary
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and Allan reported that ―it was indeed a pleasure to see the word ―Rotary‖ written on
the chalkboard of a high school in Leningrad‖. Upon return, the group was able to
spread the word about the visit and members spoke to about 1,000 people about the
tour including at the District Conference at Nowra and a number of Rotary Clubs.
Rotary Down Under gave excellent coverage with a leading article on international
understanding which arose directly from the visit.

Membership was held at thirty-nine with the prospects of two new members being
inducted towards the end of Vern‘s year. A larger than normal number of meetings
were held away from the Club‘s usual meeting place including the Xmas party at the
Gundaroo Pub, Bush Dances at the Anderson‘s farm at Pine Ridge, a visit to the
National Gallery and visits to two Embassies (the Brazilian Embassy with Exchange
student from Brazil (Eduardo Germani) and the Egyptian Embassy for a cultural
evening arranged by Phillip McElligott). Contact was made with Ethiopia regarding a
proposed project to help with re-forestation in that country by supplying Australian
eucalypt seedlings. The foundation was laid, in cooperation with the Rotary Club of
Amsterdam, to send a young lawyer to the International Court of Justice Summer
School in The Hague. The Club was also represented on the Group Study Exchange
District Committee and took responsibility for organising the vocational week for a
women‘s team fro North Carolina. This team of ladies met the Governor General and
Lady Stephen, participated in discussions with the Uniting Church, visited a law firm,
had discussions with the National Aboriginal Education Conference, visited Sir
Ronald Wilson in the High Court, attended a Publishing conference and spoke with
A.C.T. politicians John Langmore and Senator Margaret Reid at Parliament House.
Wow!!

Major youth projects continued to be strongly supported by the Club including the
National Science Summer School, RYLA, and RYPEN (the Club hosted one seminar
at Greenhills Conference Centre and sponsored two students to another held at
Tumut). The King Leggett Memorial Citizenship Award was made to two students at
Copland College.

This year the Club supported the Canberra community with disbursements totalling
close to $63,000. Beneficiaries included Print Handicapped Radio ($6,000), Salvation
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Army ($3,000), Smith Family ($3,000), St. Vincent De Paul ($2,500), Canberra Ballet
($1,450), and Belconnen Musicians ($1,000). Interestingly, requests totalling well in
excess of $100,000 were received from a diverse range of organisations which were
declined primarily because they did not meet Rotary ideals or the Club‘s approval
guidelines which were established by the then Board in 1985. These are reproduced
below for the interest of readers:
Approval Guidelines











Priority should be given to requests in the following order: locally
(Belconnen), Territorially, Nationally, individually.
Requests should be thoroughly documented and costed to ensure all facts are
known and verified.
Requests or projects should be examined to determine whether the assistance
of other clubs or organisations in the District should be called upon to assist
or be associated with in some way.
‗one-off‘ requests should be favourably regarded.
Continuing commitments to projects should be discouraged except in
exceptional circumstances.
Projected remedial benefits should be of a permanent rather than a
temporary nature.
Alternative and/or cheaper ways of support should be examined before
decisions are taken.
The Club should not always be the first line of approach – evidence of other
avenues of assistance sought where appropriate, should be encouraged,
including Government Departments if necessary.
Evidence of self-help should be encouraged in meeting requests for support.
Projects approved for Club support should be such that foster the aims,
objectives and ideals of Rotary.140

Rotary Year 1987/88
Another first for the Rotary Club of Belconnen was a year with two Presidents, when
Harold Wall had to take up residence in Sydney some 8 months into his Presidency
and Merv Adams stepped into the breach. At the commencement of the Rotary year
the Board decided that the Club should undertake a special Bicentennial Project to be
a lasting tribute to Rotary and benefit the local Belconnen community. The concept
was developed in consultation with the relevant authorities towards a super
playground suitable for use by the ‗forgotten section of the community‘, the 12 to 19
year old age group. A suitable site was identified on prime land adjacent to Lake
140
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Ginninderra and technical advice was obtained from the Royal Military College on
the best articles to be incorporated into a commando style activity course. It was
hoped that stage 1 of the project would be completed and opened in about September
or October of 1988 – the Bicentenary Year. Members were asked to be prepared to
assist with construction of the Belconnen Rotary Youth Activity Park.
As the host Club for the District Conference, unsolicited praise was received for its
efforts. This was due in no small measure to the guidance and organisational skills
given by members Bob Greeney and Vern Davies and it was noteworthy that the
whole Club contributed to this event.

The public interest generated by the reciprocal exchange visit of two Russians, Elena
(Helen) Karmin and Professor Nikita (Nick) Banteskin was considerable and an
obvious coup for the Club. The visit was organised by the Club in consultation with
the Russian Embassy and the two visitors were given a whirlwind tour of the District
during a stay of little more than a week. In that time they met the Governor-General
Sir Ninian Stephen and Lady Steven, Prime Minister Bob Hawke, visited the
Australian War Memorial, enjoyed a bush barbecue with the Rotary Club of Cooma,
visited Rotary Clubs in the Southern Highlands and Merimbula, and even had the
pleasure of seeing the USSR national basketball team defeat the Australian Boomers
at the Australian Institute of Sport. And all in just over a week! No wonder President
Wall was able to express his thanks to Club members for the success of the visit and
note that ―we believe our Club has achieved a world first for Rotary in getting a group
of study exchange style team in to Russia and having the Russians return the visit‖.141

During the year a change was made in the administration of Hawkers Licence Stalls,
with police being given more responsibility and consequently attending the market
more frequently. All foodstuffs were banned from the market but this did not appear
to have any significant impact on income with receipts totalling $103,931 for the year.
Regular maintenance was carried out on the fence with a tag identification introduced.
Insulation was also used to line the van to make it more habitable during the extremes
of weather. Some $55,000 was expended during the year to local organisations.

141
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Youth activities included participation in the Australian-New Zealand exchange
scheme with Vicki Ellem, second daughter of Rotarian George and his wife Judith,
selected to attend school in Auckland for 3 months. Vicki‘s counterpart was Melissa
Rousell from Auckland who attended Melba High School. The Club continued to
support RYPEN, RYLA and the Overseas Youth Exchange, with Megan Gardiner
returning from a successful trip to Finland, Jenny Griffin enjoying her year in Japan
and Lindsay Mann returning home to South Africa. Eduardo Germani returned home
to Brazil and the Club welcomed Cesar Galli from Brazil. Interviews for an exchange
to the USA in 1989 were held, with the Club‘s nomination, Penny Hoyle, being
accepted for the exchange. Once again the quality of young people engaged in Rotary
programs was noted as being excellent and it was further noted that it was reassuring
when young people of this standard are ready to accept their responsibilities for the
future.
One other project was commenced this Rotary Year with negotiations being held with
the Rotary Club of Nadi in Fiji, with a view to assisting that Club with its project to
build a school in Nadi for the intellectually handicapped by providing special
education equipment not available in Fiji. The Club awaited advice on the building
phase and details of the school‘s equipment requirements.

Rotary Year 1988/89
On assuming the Presidency of the Club, Ross Watch took the view that the Club had
gone through an extended period of external commitments, most notably that of
supporting Jack Fitzpatrick as District-Governor and organising the District
Conference. It was time to devote a little more time to the Club and its members. No
doubt a good view to have, but actions speak louder than words and the Club had yet
another busy year. The Bicentennial Project proceeded during the early part of the
year as planned, but towards the end of 1988 costs were estimated to be in the order of
$47,000 for a central structure only; even with an offer from NCDC to contribute to
the project the Board decided that for an outlay of $25,000 for the central structure the
outcome was not significant enough, and the Club was likely be committed to an
expensive on-going project to finish the adventure playground. Accordingly, there
was a left turn and it was decided to investigate alternatives; the result was a skate
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board park, which had been supported in a petition to the Club containing 3,700
names from young people. The project became known as the ―LON G‖ project as it
had obviously slipped from the Bicentennial year.

It became known as the

‗Rotadrome‘ and was sited close to Lake Ginninderra College with completion
expected in October or November of 1989.
Joint meetings were held with the Rotary Club of Ginninderra and Belconnen, APEX
and the milestone of raising $1 million at Trash and Treasure was celebrated with a $1
million dinner on the 23rd November 1988 at which the guest speaker, Senator Janine
Haines, was introduced by Phil McElligott. Senator Haines congratulated the Club on
its achievement, remarking on how such a relatively small group of people could
gather such a relatively large sum of money in such a relatively short time. This year
income from T&T was $107,084.96 and expenditure on projects totalled $56,280.41 –
a not inconsiderable effort. Another challenge given to the Club was the charter of a
new Rotary Club in Hall; a total of 79 prospective members met at Hall in April 1989
and it was hoped that a new Club could be Chartered early in the next Rotary year.
The Club lost a number of members during the year due to resignations and, sadly, the
death of two Charter members, Jack Faux and Don Munroe. Efforts were made to
recruit new members and one did join and several others were expected to be inducted
next Rotary year.

Just to keep things moving along, Hans Milton produced a

comprehensive booklet on Rotary and offered it for sale to members at the princely
sum of $2.50.

The Club reported that a GSE team of six men plus an interpreter departed for Poland
on the 25th August 1988 and that this exchange was the result of a chance meeting in
Poland of the then DG Jack Fitzpatrick with a young communications engineer,
Marek Scedniawa, from Warsaw. Jack arranged for Marek to visit Australia as a
guest of Canberra and Yass Clubs which led to the GSE visit and in Jack‘s words
―will greatly assist in furthering international understanding and the achievement of
world peace‖. A highlight of the year was a one-week visit by a high-level delegation
from the Soviet Union to finalise plans for a permanent Group Study Exchange
program between Australia and the USSR under the auspices of the Rotary
Foundation and was a personal triumph for PDG Jack Fitzpatrick.
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The Australian-New Zealand exchange scheme continued with Felicity Marsh from
Christchurch and Kathryn Anson from Auckland being twinned with Rebecca
Vassarotti and Simone Alabaster from Canberra. Students were also elected to attend
RYLA, RYPEN, and the National Science Summer School (NSSS). The Club also
welcomed Akari Kawase from Japan as an Exchange Student and farewelled Penny
Hoyle as an outbound Exchange Student to her host Club - the Rotary Club of Prosser
in Washington, USA.

Cricket once again featured in the Club diary with the annual Yass Cricket Match at
the Mullion on Sunday 2 April 1989. The match must have either been cancelled at
the last minute, or once again the Rotary Club of Yass won, because no further details
were recorded in Bulletins!

Cricket notwithstanding, there is no doubt that President Ross could look back on a
very successful year.

Rotary Year 1989/90
Membership stood at thirty-three when President Ian Roseby commenced his year.
By the end of the year there had been two resignations and five new members
inducted, giving a respectable gain in membership for the year.

Undoubtedly,

however, the most important change to membership of the Club was the acceptance of
women into the Club. Previous efforts to bring this momentous change about had
gone unrewarded, but on the 9 May 1990 a secret ballot was held for the admission of
female members to the Club.

A majority of members voted to accept women

members from this date. This was undoubtedly a turning point in the Club‘s history
and would have an important impact on membership drives in the future. Another
significant event during the year was a change in venue from the Jamison Inn to the
Belconnen Soccer Club, located at the Belconnen Way Motel, on the 30 May 1990.
The move was considered to be timely and beneficial to members. During the year it
was evident that the fellowship generated by the Club had travelled far and wide as
meetings attracted Rotarian visitors from all over Australia. Vocational workplace
visits were also a feature this year with visits to the Royal Australian Mint (hosted by
member Rod Gardiner), Pine Ridge (Alan Anderson) and the Biological Research
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Centre at the ANU (Fyfe Bygrave).

Another innovation was a joint fellowship

Rural/Urban meeting with the Rotary Clubs of Yass and Hall at the Murrumbateman
Country Inn. Rural/Urban meetings originated in 1922 in the Midwest of the USA
and were based on the premise that fellowship is the basis of cooperation in any
community. A visit with Rotaryannes was also made to the Life Education Centre at
Holder Primary School, and this proved to be extremely popular, as was the annual
children‘s Xmas Party at Pine Ridge. When the Club met at their normal venue, a
range of prominent guest speakers, including Peter Leonard (newsreader at the ABC),
Dr Bruce Middleton (Australian Space Agency) and Jeff Browning (National Film
and Sound Archives), proved popular as evidenced by a high turnout of members.
After a long gestation period the first meeting of the provisional Rotary Club of Hall
was held in early July 1989 with that Club being admitted to RI on 27 October 1989
and Chartered on 18 November 1989 with 152 Rotarians and guests in attendance.
Merv Adams was recognised with a PHF, presented by President Ian, for all his hard
work in achieving this outcome.

Pride of Workmanship awards were reintroduced this year with Lena Martens of the
staff from O‘Brien Glass being selected as a most worth recipient. Peter Hallett from
the Northside Chronicle assisted in the selection process and spoke to the Club on
presentation night, thanking the Club for sponsoring the award and saying ―it was a
privilege to work with the Club on the project‖142.

The New Zealand twinning program welcomed Nick Winder and Angie Blake from
New Zealand and farewelled their twins, Greg Talbot and Natalie Jenkin, out to New
Zealand.

RYLA, RYPEN and the NSSS were supported, with more candidates

offering themselves for selection than ever.

TnT continued to be the lifeblood of the Club and it is interesting to note that this year
dogs were banned from the market. One of the larger outlays by the Club was
presentation of a cheque for $35,000 to the President of the ACT Life Education
Centre, Jim Constance, to assist in completion of the second education unit at Holder
Primary School. In thanking the Club Jim stated that this second unit would enable
142
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every school class from kindergarten through to year 6 to visit the centre at least once
a year. On completion of the unit it would be named the Rotary Room in recognition
of the involvement of Rotary in the education of children against the use of dangerous
drugs in their lifestyle.
Support for the Rotary Young Australian Artist‘s collection at the NGA continued and
the Club was advised that the collection was to go on tour around Australia. A John
Faux Memorial Chair was presented to Calvary Hospital in March 1990 in memory
of this long-time Rotary member.

And finally, the annual cricket match was held against the Yass Rotary Club at the
Mullion Sports Ground and this time Belconnen Rotary Club won by 40 runs (RC of
Belconnen 185, RC of Yass 145).

Rotary Year 1990/91
Honour Rotary with Faith and Enthusiasm was the RI slogan for the year and new
President Peter Wilden needed no further encouragement to set him off and running.
The Long Project, Belconnen Skateboard Park was finally completed and opened
early in Peter‘s year and, in a partnership initiated by the Club with the Pinnacle
Environment Group, supported tree planting in the local area including, on Arbor
Day, assisting the American Ambassador plant a tree. What great publicity!

The Club Bulletin of 25 July 1990 reported an historic moment in RI history on 5
June 1990 3 when RI President, Hugh Archer, presented a Charter to the Rotary Club
of Moscow, the first Rotary Club to be formed in the Soviet Union. Other Clubs were
expected to be formed in Kiev, Leningrad and Irkutsk as well as cities in Estonia and
Latvia. It was stated that ―the Belconnen Club is entitled to feel proud of itself in its
involvement with the establishment of Rotary in the Soviet Union‖.
Interesting speakers again were the feature of this Rotary year and these included Ian
Sayers, who spoke about the Stockman‟s Hall of Fame, Dorothy Tunbridge
(Aboriginal Linguistics), Dr Max Kemp (Literacy), Dr Robert Lee (Australian Bureau
of Air Safety), Ron Black (Royal Blind Society), Daryl Dixon (Financial Adviser) and
Lt.Col. John Healy (Middle East Peace Keeping). Additionally, International Service
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arranged a visit to the Embassy of the Philippines for a cultural evening and a number
of joint meetings were held during the year with other Rotary Clubs. The annual
children‘s Xmas Party at Pine Ridge, preceded by rides on Jack Fitzpatrick‘s train at
Holt, was enjoyed by all.

The commitment to youth was reinforced this year when, owing to problems at
District level, two overseas exchange students were hosted. As well, three students
were sent to RYLA, two students went to RYPEN, two students were presented with
King Leggett Awards for Citizenship and two students participated at the National
Science Summer School.

The Club also elected to award 3 Bursaries, worth

$1,500.00 each to disadvantaged ANU students in their final year. Recipients were
Terry Pickering from Young (studying BEc/Sc), Brett Shields from Sydney (BSc
Hons in Forestry) and Shelley Smith from Victoria (BA Hons). They were profuse in
their appreciation for the support provided by the Rotary Club of Belconnen.
At a Pride of Workmanship evening, two awards were presented; to Geoff Shilling,
owner and manager of Melba Motors, and to Mario Trajkovic, a local roofing
contractor.

The awards were co-sponsored by the Canberra Chronicle and the

evening was well publicised in that newspaper.

Membership declined by one during the year due to a transfer out of Canberra.
Attendance was reported as being generally good with some 100% attendances
recorded. The Club‘s trophy cabinet was established as a permanent feature in the
meeting room at the Belconnen Soccer Club where our ―spoils‖ could be displayed.
Club finances were as strong as ever and there is little doubt that another fruitful year
had been completed.
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Rotary Year 1991/92
John Sheldrick was inducted as Club President for 1991-92 at the Changeover on 26
June 1991. 1991-92 brought the Club into its 21st year; it also brought the Club to a
court case in the Supreme Court of the ACT threatening the conduct, even existence,
of the Trash and Treasure Market. It was thus a year for celebration and great
concern, a year when the mettle of the Club and its capacity to serve the community
and its fellowship were placed under greater strains than the Club had previously
experienced. The Club spirit and resolve to assist the community and to engage in
fellowship honed over the previous 20 years, did not falter – a tribute to all of its
members.
The Hawker Room at the Belconnen Soccer club remained the Club‘s meeting
location except for some special events. These included a combined meeting of
members of all District 9710 Group 4 Clubs at the Press Club on 22 October 1991.
The agenda for the evening included a presentation by Yass club on assistance to the
Yass aged persons project Horton House, (the Club eventually donated $2000 to this
project in March 1992) and information on a proposed International House
development at the University of Canberra in 1993, to house about 400 students about
half of which would be Australians and the other half foreign students. (The Club
later became involved in the Rotary contribution to this project). Two vocational
visits with dinner were made; one to the School of Tourism and Hospitality at TAFE
Campus Reid on 4 September 1991 and a second to the Australian Federal Police
Staff College Barton. There members dined in the Officers Mess and were addressed
by Assistant Commissioner Peter Dawson, a former member of the Club. Other visits
were made by about twenty-two members and partners to the National Science
Summer School students and visitors dinner on 8 January1992, a BBQ hosted by Russ
and Betty Mears on 15 January 1992, a visit and dinner at Cockington Green where
the members and partners were addressed by the owner and builder Mr Doug Sarah
―one of the best nights we have had‖.143 The Club again enjoyed its Christmas party
at Pine Ridge hosted by Alan and Helen Anderson where this year, John and Caroline
Carter organised the ‗eats‘ and Marilyn Bennett played the piano for the traditional
carol singing and Justine Summons and Nicole Purser were presented with their
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Youth Exchange Blazers by the Club. Jack Fitzpatrick provided rides for the kids
(plus others) in his train at his house before the Christmas party. The Club celebrated
its 21st Birthday on 29 April 1992 at the TAFE School of Tourism and Hospitality,
Reid. The Bulletin editor wrote ―[It] was a terrific night. The TAFE students did a
great job and the tables with their silver service and polished glasses looked very
attractive…Vic Crittenden‘s rundown on the ‗Presidential‘ History of our club no
doubt brought back many memories and it was interesting to be reminded of the rich
history of our club and the wide range of people…[and] members… involved with the
club over 21 years.‖144 The ladies presented the Club with a large signed key and
their raffle raised $100 which was presented to the DG‘s wife for the Children‘s‘
Medical Emergency Fund. Vic Crittenden and Hans Milton were presented with PHF
Awards from the Club for their tremendous service and achievements for the Club
over many years. Peter Wilden arranged a Race Day for members and partners and
Rod Gardiner a theatre night at the ―Old Time Music Hall‖ and others were pleased to
attend the opening of the Pinnacle Nature Trail on 11 August 1991 by the Minister for
the Environment, Land and Planning, Hon. Bill Wood MLA. Substantial assistance
had been given by members and partners in the earlier successful tree planting project.
Jim Reynolds was recognised as being a Sergeant ‗par excellence‘; his good humour
was well received and his astute diligence managed to relieve members of several
dollars through fines over the year. At least 25 club members and partners plus some
from the youth programs attended the District Conference held in Wagga Wagga (the
first time outside the District boundaries).

As usual accommodation for Club

members was generally centred on one venue providing great opportunity for Club
fellowship. The Club‘s support to the District was substantial – four members were
Chairmen of District Committees (David Southern, RYLA; Ian Collins, NZ
Exchange; Allan Forester, Literacy; and, Bob Greeney, Youth Exchange) plus eight
other Club members were members of District Committees.
The Bulletin editor changed from Leo Farrelly (via Bill Daw) to John Carter during
the year. It kept members informed with the usual touch of humour. It continued to
recognise birthdays and anniversaries of members and partners and, with a potted
description of each country, the National Days occurring in that week, of those
countries with Rotary Clubs. Early in 1992 the Bulletin commenced to include a
144
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‘green page‘ much to the work of enthusiastic environmentalists John Carter and Fyfe
Bygrave. This page was well received by members. Attachment A lists some of the
subjects covered. John Carter also produced informal notes from all Board meetings
and these added to the Bulletin information to help keep the fellows well informed. .
In response to a request from President John, Merv Adams and Allan Forester
produced draft Club Guidelines. A copy is included in the Club records. One
meeting a month was planned as a ‗fellowship‘ meeting where there was no formal
guest speaker. Instead of the normal table service members helped themselves from a
buffet provided by the Hawker Room staff.

The indomitable Allen Bennett (he never admitted to a birthday or anniversary until
after the event) was Attendance Officer who, with scrupulous care, and great
propensity for wangling make ups from members, managed to give the Club an
average attendance record of about 85%+ with some attendances above 95%. He
deemed one night as 100% and President John was happy to respond in the Club
practice of shouting port for those attending. Members who obtained 100% attendance
were; PP Allan Bennett, Ian Collins, PP Brian Daniell, PDG Jack Fitzpatrick, PP Bob
Greeney, Peter Kain, PP Phil McElligott, President John Sheldrick and PP Peter
Wilden. Resignations were accepted from John Ross, John McGee, Paul Andrew, Ian
Long and Ian Roseby who with his wife Sue, was farewelled at a Club ladies night as
were Les and Carol Woods. New members inducted included Bob Clarke, Paul
O‘Connor,

Pharmacy),

Ian

Collins,

Hugh

Best

(Defence

Administration

Environment), Bill Coomans (Communication Administration). The Club was very
pleased for His Excellency Cortez Marcos Ambassador to Australia for Brazil and
Dean of the Consular Corps in Canberra to be an honorary member.
It was clear early in the year that the owner of the Jamison Centre, Mr Jim Notaras
was even more concerned than previously in the conduct and operations of the market
and its effects on the Jamison Centre traders. The Club conscientiously took what
action it could to meet his perceived grievances. Among other complaints was the
sale of ‗new goods‘ in the Market and parking in the Jamison Centre car park on
Saturdays (by traders selecting a ‗good‘ spot for the Sunday Market) and also during
the Market on Sundays. However, control over Saturday parking was not really
within the jurisdiction of the Club to fix since the Club‘s responsibility did not
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commence before 6.00 am on Sunday. On some occasions parking inspectors visited
the car park on Saturdays but seemed ineffectual in removing the offending vehicles
rather expressing their concern to the Club to react – a lawful impracticability,
although the Club printed and distributed a written request to traders and members on
duty spoke to traders asking them to desist in the practice but again without a100%
result. The Club took action to try to remedy any problems affecting parking in the
market area during the Market. Although the Club‘s licence did not necessarily refer
to the sale of ‗new goods‘, in order to meet Mr Notaras‘s concerns and establish some
sort of harmony over ‗new goods‘, members on duty sought out and asked to leave the
market those traders with only supposed ‗new goods‘ especially clothing and shoes
for sale. Of course the determination of what were really ‗new goods‘ and what were
not, was a matter of some judgement as indeed it turned out to be during the court
hearing. The Club on advice had instituted a Declaration to ensure that market stall
holders are not retailers selling the same goods they would do so in their shops.
Aware of the growing concern Merv Adams and President John as well as others from
time to time regularly visited the Jamison Centre traders themselves in their shops
during the week (as had been the practice in previous years as well) to ascertain their
grievances if any, or their support of the Market, and to get an understanding of the
extent of any problems. In general they were well received. A Club member, also a
trader in the Jamison Centre reported to the Club that there did not seem to be a major
problem among the traders with the conduct of the Market. It was not the first time
over recent years that Mr Notaras had attempted to restrict or terminate the market.
Mr Notaras was hard to engage. He was invited to address the Club on his concerns
and also to visit the Market on a Sunday with the Club Trash and Treasure Director to
point out the stall holders who he thought were operating outside the Club‘s licence
provisions. But he declined both offers.145
It was a disappointment but not entirely a surprise when Mr Notaras realised his
threats and issued a writ against the Club, an ACT Government Minister and the Head
of his Department146. President John advised the Club of the writ and read it out at
the meeting on 18 March. He later reported to the Club that on Friday 27 March 1992
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the case ―came before Mr Justice Gallop who said that he thought the matter a very
contentious one and Friday morning was not the time to deal with it in his court. It
will be up to the plaintiff to resubmit at a more convenient time but that could be
days, weeks or months away.‖147 In the midst of all of this the Club was relieved
when the government renewed the licence agreement at least until the court
proceedings come to a conclusion. The court hearing was held on 29 June 1992 when
the judge reserved his judgement. Affidavits from the Plaintiff listed 14 or 15 items
which are being illegally traded in the market. Club affidavits among other things
referred to the value of the market to the community – at least $1.25m of assistance.
President John was heavily involved in all of these proceedings including keeping the
Club informed on events and costs as they arose. The matter of legal costs did not sit
easily with members concerned that their hard earned dollars destined for community
use would eventually end up in the hands of lawyers.

President John was thoroughly backed by the Club as a whole. In particular Merv
Adams and Alan Anderson attended all court hearings while Jack Fitzpatrick and John
Carter were also prominent in helping. Ross Watch, a lawyer, was instrumental in not
only organising earlier talks with Mr Notaras but also helping the Club in developing
its case. He helped the Club engage Mr Richard Refshauge as its barrister who was
particularly helpful and skilful in presenting the Club‘s case. The Club‘s position of
course was only one among the three defendants. Just before the final hearing Mr
Notaras requested to talk and this was conducted through solicitors but
notwithstanding the case did proceed. In the end the judgement went against the
plaintiff. He appealed and lost the appeal. He was directed to pay costs relieving the
Club of any court costs although the case did cost the Club $3997.40148 in legal fees
during 1991-92. (A further $7000 became payable in 1992-93.149)

Mr Notaras

engaged a QC from Sydney to prosecute his case. President John recalled that when
he was called to the witness box and identified himself, the QC looked rather sternly
yet quizzically at him and John was not sure what he might be in for from this lawyer.
He was relieved that generally the questioning was fairly straight forward. In the
adjournment immediately following his evidence the QC asked John if he had been a
147
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platoon commander in National Service at Ingleburn in 1957. It transpired that the
QC had been in John‘s platoon. Hence the look!
One result from the hearing was that the Club was to institute a practice of asking any
market trader they suspected might be selling the same goods at the Market as those
they sold during the week from retail premises to declare that was not the case. If
they were unable to so declare or refused to declare, they were to be directed to leave
the Market.

Club members, concerned for the Club and the Market rallied in support as best they
could. Many attended Market days to assist the rostered members and to help them
ensure the provisions of the Club‘s licence to operate were being implemented and
that the known concerns of Mr Notaras as far as practicable and within reason were
aptly considered. Many, in addition to those mentioned earlier, continued to be
supportive of those directly involved in the court case. Importantly, and here great
credit must be given to all members, the prime business of the Club was not allowed
to suffer. Club Directors and their committees continued to ensure that the Club‘s
service to the community continued efficiently and with beneficial effect - Club
fellowship continued undaunted even inspired.

The members of the Canberra-

Ginninderra Club continued their support in helping to man the Market each Sunday
and offered to provide any additional support that might be needed in any aspect of
the situation. This was most thoughtful of them and fully appreciated. Similarly
District Governor Bruce Sharp, who was kept informed, offered his assistance and
encouragement.

The experience however, was not one the Club would want to

experience again.

Trash and Treasure Markets proceeded week by week throughout the year despite the
troubles with the management of the Jamison Centre.

From1 July1991 to 31

May1992 the Market raised $124,554.35 which despite the tough economic
circumstances was an increase of approximately 3.7% on the previous year. From
that, payments to Ginninderra club (assisting) were $26,648. John Denyer agreed to
take over as Director when Jack Fitzpatrick became ill early in the year. At one stage
a member of the public sought to buy the Market but the Board decided that there was
‗nothing to sell‘.

The agreement/licence provided by the Government was
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successfully renewed for the year. John Carter and Peter Wilden produced a new plan
for the layout of the Market and the President produced a draft Manual of Procedure
for Trash and Treasure workers. The payment to the Market cleaner was settled at
$150 per week.

Donations handled through the Community Services Committee chaired by Rod
Gardiner amounted to almost $80.000 and in addition there were several man hours of
‗hands on‘ work. Other donations and man-hours also applied to the other Club
Directorates. The provision of forty-four support rooms, with furniture and fittings in
unused rooms in the former nurses‘ accommodation at the Canberra Hospital South
(formally the Woden Hospital) at a cost of $15,000 was the most substantial single
donation and project for the year. Club members provided much practical hands on
help over several weeks to complete the project for the use patient‘s families needing
emergency accommodation. At the opening of the rooms President John said ―No one
should underestimate the hours of voluntary effort … to make it possible to provide
the new Rotary rooms.‖150

Particular thanks were expressed to Merv Adams, Les

Wood, Russ Mears and Allan Forster for their engagement in this project. The rooms
were opened on 6 May 1992 by Sister Sylvia Curley, a Canberra resident of many
years and a nursing identity. The opening was attended by Wayne Berry MLA, the
Minister for Health, Jillian Briscoe, Head of ACT Health Services; Sue Belsham,
General Manager of the Hospital and Mrs Joyce Fisher who was to be in charge of the
rooms. Club members (98% attendance) and partners attending were appreciative of
the hosting provided by the Hospital. Towards the end of the year the Bulletin
reported that the rooms were being well used. A donation of $2500 was made to the
Rotary Collection of Art (for emerging artists). Importantly Phil McElligott and Hans
Milton managed to convince the Gallery to display the collection at the forthcoming
Rotary International Conference to be held in Melbourne in 1993. (The display was
set up in the gallery shop at David Jones Melbourne during the Conference). It should
be noted that while other clubs in Australia contributed funds to the Collection,
Canberra-Belconnen was by far the major contributor.

Rod Gardiner also co-

ordinated members involvement in the Clean-Up Australia Day on 1 March 1992 and
arranged a roster for members for duty at the ‗Bowelscan‘ campaign stall in the
150
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Belconnen Mall. An invitation was received to participate in the hosting and playing
of cricket against a visiting Rotary team from England touring through parts of
Australia including Canberra. Peter Wilden and President John responded to both and
a great time of fellowship and cricket ensured over 9-12 November despite Canberra
Rotary being defeated151. Allan Forester set up and helped establish the new Pinnacle
Ladies Probus Club which had its first interest meeting early in the year and
subsequently President John was pleased to be invited to open the Club. The Club
was greatly helped during the year by Blue Baron Transport operated by Les Wood‘s
son Greg, who kindly transported the furniture placed in the support rooms at the
Royal Canberra Hospital (South) and several ‗Donations in Kind‘ collections of the
Club and others to Sydney.
Earlier this history reported on the pioneering visit of Past District Governor Jack
Fitzpatrick and Past President Phil McElligott to Russia and the Ukraine. Past District
Governors Jack Olsson and Ted Watch were also involved in visiting these counties
about the same time. These visits were to become the catalyst for Rotary in Australia
and eventually Rotary International to engage with various organisations in Russia
and the Ukraine. District 9710 established a Special Exchange Committee consisting
of PDG Jack Olsson, PDG Ted Watch, PDG Jack Fitzpatrick and PP Phil McElligott.
The Special Exchange Committee kept in close contact with the Club. In the previous
year it had arranged for a six month residential Professional Exchange Program for 2
Ukrainian medical specialists to observe and work in Sydney hospitals and for lawyer
to become familiar with Australian law and the Constitution. In 1991 the Select
Committee escorted other Russian and Ukrainian officials and a cardiologist on a visit
to Australia and during the visit brought them to a Club meeting on 28 August 1991.
The overseas visitors were high ranking officials and the purpose of the visit was to
expand on the very successful Professional Exchange Program pioneered by the
Special Exchange Committee from the previous year (see Attachment B). During the
visit to the Club a video film was screened to provide the visitors with a history and
background to the Rotary movement. Jack Fitzpatrick explained the structure of
Rotary in District 9710 and Alan Anderson listed the achievements of CanberraBelconnen over the years. PP Phil McElligott also announced that Yogeny Kubko, a
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member of last year‘s residential Professional Exchange Program and now back in the
Ukraine is writing the new Constitution for the Ukraine and also, with eleven
colleagues, is establishing the first private legal practice in the Ukraine.

Club

members had been told earlier that it was expected that the Rotary Club of Kiev
would be charted in mid-September 1991 with Alexander Chizh (one of the current
visitors) as its vice-President. President John presented the visitors with Club banners
with the thought that perhaps the Belconnen banner would be the first for the soon to
be Chartered club. Subsequently, members were pleased to learn that one of the
medical specialists who had spent time in Sydney as part of the Professional
Exchange had made Soviet history with a successful heart operation on a tiny child.
The Club felt that the aims of the Special Exchange Committee were important and
some spectacular results had eventuated. They provided a subsidy to it for its local
operations. Contact continued throughout the year with the Special Committee and in
February the Club provided $5000 towards a fund designed to provide food to the
Holy Mary Orphanage and to State Hospital No. 31 in Moscow. The DG had sent
letters to all clubs and districts in Australia requesting support and the fund stood at
$10,000 (see Attachment C). The money was sent through World Vision to ensure
the aid goes directly to the two chosen places. In a reply to a message from Phil
McElligott the Australian Ambassador in Moscow considered the places worthy, and
badly in need of support. The money was handed to World Vision at the Press Club
on 15 February ―as a first step in local Rotary support for the needy in the Russian
Federation.‖152 The Russian Ambassador, members of the Special Committee and the
Russian press were present.

Further involvement through the Special Exchange

Committee resulted in March 1992 in a visit to Australia of five young Russians
especially interested in farm management.

Alan Anderson was involved in the

program and the Club offered one of the visitors about $320 in pocket money. The
Special Committee extended its interests to China and the Club hosted three visitors
from the Chinese Association for Friendship and International Understanding during
their visit to Canberra over an extended weekend 19-22 October. They were Mr Ma
Wen Pu, Mr Lu Zhijin and Madam Cao Yueying who were all accommodated by
Club members in Canberra. Through these activities the Club made a significant
contribution to international relations and understanding. For its contributions to the
152
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project, the Club, jointly with Canberra club, was presented with a large Cup which it
was to hold for 6 months and then pass to Canberra club.

When making the

presentation PDG Jack Olsson mentioned that food was already arriving at the
orphanage and hospital and that World Vision, quite delighted to be working with
Rotary, had very happily added funds to the contribution.
The Club maintained a100% FAIM membership. The International Committee under
Geoff Snowdon worked hard with visiting speakers (also Bob Greeney, Merv Adams
and Allen Forester who had participated in a project in PNG in 1982-83) and
presentations to inform the Club of FAIM and its projects and to develop interest in
the Club to participate in a practical way in a FAIM project. Time did not allow a
commitment during 1991-92 but by Changeover, there were strong indications to
support a project in Samoa during 1993.

John van Waterschoot was successfully nominated to join the District GSE team to
California but Peter Kain who was nominated by the Club to be team leader was
unsuccessful at District selection. Kellena Taylor a Branch Business Analyst at IBM
Australia, was nominated for the District Rotary Foundation Scholarship but was
unsuccessful. Tom Spahr a 26 year old visiting Rotary Foundation Scholar from USA
and studying International Law at ANU was hosted during the year by the Club. Tom
was a regular visitor to Club meetings and a participant in its activities. He spoke to
the Club on his „Adventures in the Far East‟ which covered visits to many countries
in the region including Mongolia. The Club increased its commitment to World
Community Service projects and in particular IPAC projects. It continued support to
the IPAC project for the Education of Disadvantaged Children in Indonesia with a
donation of $600 and donated $500 for each of two other IPAC projects - Treatment
and Prevention of Blindness and Fiji Crippled Children‟s Society.
Youth Director George Ellem and his committee maintained a steady and expansive
contribution to youth programs. Two students, Roslyn Duffy and David Pound, were
sponsored at the District RYPEN Seminar held in Eden. Two other students, Andrew
Burgher and Tristy Falkenberg, were sponsored to the prestigious NSSS.
Subsequently, and as a result of his attendance at NSSS, Andrew was selected to
represent Australia at the International Science Forum in London in July for which the
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Club assisted in his travel costs. As well, four applicants for the next NSSS were
being interviewed by the committee at Changeover. International Youth Exchange
saw the Club hosting three visiting students, receiving two 1991 students back to
Australia, successfully nominating and farewelling two students to travel overseas in
1992 and successfully nominating two students for 1993 exchanges. The students
hosted by the Club were Inga Osberghus who returned to Germany in July 1991 after
a very interesting year for her and the Club: Jan Willem Geenan from South Africa,
who left for home in December 1991 and Dominik Tanner from Switzerland (the first
to District 9710 from that country) who arrived in late January 1992. Jan was hosted
for the 1991 academic year and impressed with his great ambassadorial zeal.
‘Badgered‘ by Jan and after consultation with his sponsoring Club Pinetown Central
near Durban, the Club agreed to a donation of $1000 to be made through his
sponsoring club (which already helps the school) towards classroom construction at a
local school, Bhekukhukle Primary School where, at the time, 1000 children were
schooling in 15 classrooms in three shifts during the day. Dominik, a great soccer
player and fluent in five languages, took a while to settle into the exchange (especially
its rules) but eventually began to enjoy his exchange. It seems that unfortunately his
sponsor club made little attempt to fully brief him on the requirements of the
exchange and he arrived with different ideas as to what he might do while in
Australia. Indeed it was through efforts by the Club that Dominik eventually received
his Exchange blazer during his stay. Properly counselled by the Club, he settled down
to enjoy his year under the Rotary requirements. Advice was received of an incoming
student from Canada Jennifer Locke to arrive in July 1992. In April 1992 after advice
from the Conference of District Chairmen (Exchange), the Board agreed to provide
$100 per month as pocket money for hosted overseas exchange students. ―Two top
exchangees‖153 Melanie Kyle who exchanged to the Furtwangen-Triberg club in the
Black Forest area of Germany where she attended club meetings each week and
visited France and Switzerland and East Germany (―East German students had the
same expectations as any others―) and Lishia Corr (see Attachment D) for a
testimonial from the President of her Host Club) who exchanged to District 4610 in
Sao Paulo Brazil, returned in January 1992 after their year away. This was just as the
1992 Exchange Students, Justine Summons departed for Germany and Nicole Purser
153
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departed for Japan. Lishia and Melanie spoke to the Club on separate occasions
which were both ladies night, after their return. From their words and enthusiasm
they not only enjoyed their exchange but were beneficial ambassadors for Rotary and
Australia. The two students selected for 1993 exchanges were Annie Schmidt to
Sweden and Petra McFarlane to Germany. The Club thus had students in Germany
for three years in a row. Melissa Campaign and David Brunoro were selected from
four applicants for the New Zealand twin exchange but unfortunately New Zealand
was not able to find a matching club and so their exchange was disappointingly
cancelled. Vicki Ellem was selected as the winner of the Club‘s annual King Leggett
Award for Citizenship presented to a Year 12 student at Copland College. Vicki was
presented with an Oxford Encyclopaedic Dictionary to mark the award and had her
name added to the list on the Perpetual Shield on display at the College. Vicki had
previously been a New Zealand twin exchange student selected by the Club. Three
―sceptical and highly interested ―154 young adults Peta Brill, Jeni Wilden and Edith
Gray (Edith had acted as waitress for us in the Hawker room in previous years) were
selected to attend the RYLA Seminar at the Greenhills Centre. The positive nature of
their talks on their return highlighted yet again the value of the program for future
executives and community leaders. Several club members took active roles in the
conduct of the Seminar. The Club awarded three bursaries to assist disadvantaged
students attending the School of Hospitality at TAFE. It also awarded again three
Bruce Hall (ANU) Bursaries of $1500 each to subsidise the university costs of
selected disadvantaged students in their final year. The winners at Bruce Hall were
Leo Eakin from Queensland, BSc (actuarial studies); Penelope Gould from Tasmania,
BA; and, Anna George NSW, BEc. Club members sat on the selection panels to
decide recipients for these bursaries. The Club also successfully nominated Scott
Mawson, Mark Dyson and Scott Saywell all from Canberra High School to the Year
10 Science Industry Association School 9-11 October 1991. The Club distributed to
schools in Canberra and Queanbeyan and to Marymead and the ACT Society for the
Physically Handicapped, copies of a book Handling Grief with Teenagers produced
by the National Association for Loss and Grief.
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John Carter Vocational Service Director arranged a unique event for Vocational
Service month when he had each member at the meeting have pinned to his back (and
without him being able to see it) a vocation. By question and answer from his fellows
the wearer was to identify his allotted vocation.

Also in that month the Club

presented Pride of Workmanship awards to Ian Dalziell who set up the radiography
unit at Calvary Hospital and Bill Alcroft who was heavily engaged in community
work in Canberra.
DG Bruce Sharpe (formally a member of Belconnen) accompanied by his wife Lois
paid his formal visit to the Club on 17 July 1991. Program Chairman Ken Stone
maintained a varied and interesting program for meetings.

The Club enjoyed

presentations from its many youth program participants and its own members while
guest speakers regaled the Club with a variety of interests both topical and general.
Among the speakers invited to the Club were: Bill Mandle who gave a witty address
The Pleasures and Pains of Writing a Column; Peter O‘Halloran, New Innovations in
Maths; David Tongway, CSIRO, Research on Arid Australia; David Gaul, from ACT
Enterprise Workshop described how the workshop brought government and business
together to develop entrepreneurial skills; Poppy Wenham, (an Exchange Student
from District 971 in 1981 and trained at NIDA) now Executive Director Jigsaw
Theatre Co., Stephen Rimmer, Government Policies in Multiculturalism; Major Dave
Ryan who spoke at the Club meeting recognising Anzac Day meeting; Suzie Clark,
CARE Australia; Mal Lee Assistant Director ACT Education Department, Meyer
Competencies; Tim Johnstone, barrister and member of Canberra club, Conflict
Resolution: and Nathan Stirling who spoke on The Family Foundation.

The Club changeover was held on 1 July 1992 in the Hawker Room at the Belconnen
Soccer Club with Master of Ceremonies Peter Kain. Past President Peter Wilden was
presented with a PHF for his contribution as President 1990-91 and the great support
he always provided to the Club in so many committee appointments and other
activities. President John was also pleased to acknowledge the support from Peter‘s
wife Val. Before inducting Rod Gardiner as president for the forthcoming year John
commented that the Club in its year of maturity had moved through the year fulfilling
the aims of Rotary. He thanked all members (and their partners) for a collective
(team) job well done in all respects.
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 1991-92

THE GREEN PAGE

(Extracted from various Club Bulletins over the period 5 February to1 July1992.)
Many members in the Club were interested in assisting to better the environment e.g.
assistance to the tree planting in the Pinnacle Nature Park, and to developing a better
understanding of ‗environmental‘ matters in the community. President John Sheldrick
asked the Club and the Board to think about having a month where we could
concentrate on environmental factors. This might eventually lead to the Club setting
up a major education or other project designed to help our community in their
understanding of the environmental problem. But given the time frame of programs
for the year this did not eventuate as a Club project.
Some topics from the ‗Green Page‘ inserted into weekly Bulletins are:







Listing some species now extinct
Fire- friend or Foe
Environmental aspects associated with paper cups and polystyrene cups
The grey invasion – The effects of rabbits in Australia.
Genetic Engineering – Australian conservation Foundation
Small Group Activity in Canberra e.g. Latham district (Umbagong Park)

In April 1992 members completed a Green Page Survey.

197

Attachment B to Rotary Year 1991-92
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Attachment B to Rotary Year 1991-92 - continued
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Attachment C to Rotary Year 1991-92
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Attachment C to Rotary Year 1991-92 – continued
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Attachment D to Rotary Year 1991-92
TESTIMONIAL FOR LISHIA CORR – Exchange student to Brazil 1992.
(Extracted from Club Bulletin dated 5 February 1992.)
―Informing with great satisfaction the visit of e-s Lishia Corr. We‘re sending Lishia
our thanks for her visit, that time with us, with much knowledge. Aspects about your
country and many happy moments. She is a worthy Australian Ambassador. Sending
you friendship embrace. Asking that in the future God brings happiness to your great
country.
Yours(Rotarily)
Geraldo Santos
Govtinho Pres.‖
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Rotary Year 1992/93
President Rod Gardiner was always going to have a busy year, particularly as the RI
theme for his year was Real Happiness is Helping Others. With two resignations and
four new members during the year the Club membership moved up to thirty-seven.
Cricket, joint meetings with other Rotary Clubs and a FAIM project were important
events during this year. But, overarching everything, was the potential threat to TnT
through Court actions (Supreme and Federal) taken by Olaseat Pty Ltd on behalf of
the owner of the Jamison shopping centre, resulting in the ACT Department of Urban
Services only issuing a permit to operate at Jamison on a two monthly basis. A
further consequence of the continuing Court action was a marked reduction in the
amount of money distributed to community service projects, some $35,000 less than
the previous year, due to cash flow requirements to meet costs associated with
litigation. However, this did not restrict the Club providing $12,000.00 for Xmas
hampers and, this year, in a departure from tradition the Xmas hampers were packed
by members in lieu of simple cash donations to St Vincent de Pauls, the Salvation
Army and the Smith Family. Hampers included Rotary Xmas cakes and puddings.
Over 70 other requests were dealt with during the year and the Club employed youth
clubs to make collections in the Red Cross and Red Shield appeals. A simple project
providing entertainment for the aged who are confined to nursing homes met with
great success and feedback requested that the Club continue with this project.

An interstate trip was arranged to Murrumbateman where a Group Four dinner was
held with the Rotary Clubs of Yass, Hall, Ginninderra and Canberra North. Other
trips away from home included one to the Mears Ranch, cricket against Yass at The
Mullion (Yass won again), and the Club‘s birthday at Federation Square.

On the youth front, local student Alison Banvill was matched with Lisa Young from
Pakuranga, New Zealand, to keep the twinning arrangement ongoing. Students were
sponsored to RYLA, RYPEN and the NSSS, while three Bursaries were awarded to
ANU students in their final year of study.

Youth Exchanges continued with

Yamagata Momo from Japan and Jennifer Locke from Canada being the inbound
students and Petra McFarlane and Annie Schmidt being outbound. The CIT ACT
School of Tourism and Hospitality scholarships continued and two students were
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selected to receive awards this year. Glen Davies from Fisher and Michael Bradley
from Mawson were the lucky recipients.
The Club was again successful at District level with the selection of Club nominee
Kate Mossop, from the National Science and Technology Centre, in the GSE team
which visited Hawaii in April and May of 1993. She subsequently agreed to serve
Rotary on the District Selection Panel for the Rotary Summer Science School
students.

Pride of Workmanship Awards were made with the assistance of the Canberra
Chronicle and this year awards were made to Soren Ehlers and Steve O‘Connor from
Concorde Contractors, Builders and Cabinet Makers; Janice Collins, a teacher from
Macarthur Pre-School; Kim Connell from Woden Art/Furniture and all the staff of
Charnwood Pharmacy.

At the RI Convention held in Melbourne during May 1993, RI President Cliff
Dochterman opened the Rotary Collection of Australian Art which was loaned by the
NGA for the period of the Convention and was displayed at the David Jones Bourke
Street store.
However, the pièce de résistance was undoubtedly the FAIM team to Western Samoa.
The team, consisting of John Carter, Merv Adams, Peter Kain and Don Bennetts from
the RC of Canberra Belconnen, and Gerry Nolan from the RC of Hall spent an
exciting and rewarding three weeks in Samoa in March 1993.

This was the

culmination of many months of planning and preparation by, in particular, Geoff
Snowden and John Carter. The team was assigned the task of rebuilding as much as
possible of a two storey school building, half the top floor of which had been blown
away by successive cyclones. The school was located at Faleasi‘u, the largest village
in Western Samoa about half an hour drive from the capital, Apia. The team was
accommodated in a large Congregational Church hall with basic facilities. The local
people made the team very welcome and the local government member for Faleasi‘u
and member of the Council of Paramount Chiefs, Matatamua, or Mua as she was
known, looked after the team and became a great friend. In recognition of her efforts
and dedication the team recommended, and the Club agreed, to make Mua a PHF.
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The team were able to complete most of the work allocated to them and on the last
day some 450 children gathered in the part of the building where the team had been
working and said thanks and farewell – a very touching experience for team members.
Mua also told the team that they would never know how much had been achieved. It
was pleasing to note that after the team departed the locals went on and completed the
roofing and the children moved into their classrooms.
What a great way to finish the year for President Rod.

Rotary Year 1993/94
David Townsend‘s year was one which gave the Club opportunities to serve the
community as it was a year of natural disasters, floods in Victoria and bushfires in
New South Wales. The Victorian flood appeal was supported by the Club with a
$5,000.00 donation, equalling the highest donation from any other Rotary Club. The
disastrous bushfires gave the Club an opportunity to respond to the needs of bushfire
victims and fire-fighters alike and a special fund raising at Trash and Treasure,
together with Club donations and collections by the Scouts, raised about $12,000.00;
with the fundraising being promoted by television, radio and newspapers, which all
also publicised the Club and its activities. Fortunately, during the year, income from
TnT was relatively high at $119,023.31 and this allowed the Club to disburse funds to
meet the high number of requests for assistance that were received. Some $12,000.00
was spent on 120 Xmas hampers, which included Rotary Xmas cakes and puddings
this year; support to homeless youth was a priority with $1500.00 donated to Bethel
House and $5,000.00 invested in the Canberra Community Housing for Young People
project. The latter allowed the Club to completely furnish a 2 bedroom unit and
provide refrigerators, beds, bedding, lounge furniture, microwave ovens television
sets and a communal sewing machine to a number of other recipients within the
program. The Club‘s policy on its assistance to CCHYP was to provide new items of
good quality which were retained by the recipients when they left the program
ensuring that those disadvantaged individuals received ongoing support with a dowry
of possessions forming a ―life-start‖ for independent living. The Club also donated
$3,000.00 to the Oncology Unit at Calvary Hospital to benefit patient comfort in the
outpatient centre. The Club cooperated with the local Apex Club, under a 50% cost
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sharing basis, to provide a hoist to the family of a paraplegic young man enabling him
to stay at home rather than be institutionalised.

Pride of Workmanship awards were made to three teachers from Koomarri Special
School for their efforts in making a better life for handicapped students, and Rod
Merchant of the CIT for his success in servicing the hospitality industry. These
awards were again supported by the Canberra Chronicle, with the event being well
publicised in that newspaper. Visits were made to the Mexican Embassy following
the Ambassador of Mexico, His Excellency Enrique Buj-Flores, and his wife
Marina‘s visit to the Club; to University House at the ANU; to a musical evening at
the Polish Embassy and a joint meeting was held with the RC of Ginninderra. RI
Toast letters were sent out to dozens of Rotary Clubs worldwide and elicited
responses from some of these Clubs. And, of course, the kid‘s Xmas Party at the
Anderson‘s farm at Pine Ridge was an event not to be missed.

Support to youth was once again evident with three students sent to the December
RYPEN at Berrima and two to the May RYPEN at Pambula. The Club sent two
students, Mathew Gardiner and Janelle Sigley, to RYLA in the Kangaroo Valley,
which also had Club members John van Waterschoot, David Southern and John
Sheldrick providing organisational and supervisory support. The Club‘s nomination
of Philip Clayton for the NSSS was successful and proved a very worthy selection for
this prestigious program. Local Belconnen student Zoe Ayliffe was twinned with
Rachel Rapata for the Australia/New Zealand Twin Exchange program and Saul
Kringras was selected to receive the King Leggett Award at Copland College.
Bursaries were awarded to three Bruce Hall students, Sean O‘Shannessy of Albury,
Rebecca Barnes of South West Rock and Lucinda Rhodes of Mudgee, who
subsequently attended a Club meeting with Bruce Hall Warden, Dr Gill Burke, to
express their appreciation for the Club support. The Club also provided assistance to
two students attending the Hospitality Program at the CIT.

Early in the year the Club nominated two candidates for a GSE team to Indonesia and
one, Linda Meisel, was successful. The leader of the team was from Goulburn with
other members from Ginninderra, Bombadary and Tumut.

A GSE Team from
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Indonesia visited the Club and members of the Belconnen Inner Wheel gave an
exhilarating account of their visit to the People‘s Republic of China.
An interesting feature of the Club‘s weekly Bulletin during President David‘s year
was the quite detailed information provided on various aspects of Rotary
International. Very informative, particularly for the newer members of the Club.
During the year the Club lost three members but was able to induct three new ones,
thus maintaining numbers.
Another solid performance by the Club and its President.

Rotary Year 1994/95
President Elect, Hans Milton, was unfortunately taken seriously ill during May 1994
and PDG Jack Fitzpatrick was elected to take on the Presidency for this year. The
Court actions against TnT were finally resolved in the Club‘s favour just before Jack
was inducted as President, and a new three year licence was signed with the provisor
that the market move to another area of the Jamison carpark. Bolstered by the funds
generated by TnT, the major project that was recommended by a committee led by
Vern Davies and agreed by the Club last year, began to come to fruition with the
proposal to build an accommodation block at Calvary Hospital for relatives of
patients. The largest major project to be undertaken by the Club was on its way.
Membership numbers fell by four during the year with 6 members resigning for
various reasons and 2 being inducted. President Jack noted that Paul Harris once said
that fellowship was the ―vital force‖ of any Rotary Club and the RC of Belconnen was
no exception. Attendance was good throughout the year and a high standard of
programs was maintained covering Rotary themes, community projects and selfinterest topics.

Youth programs were once again very strongly supported with students nominated by
the Club attending RYLA, RYPEN and the NYSF. The Club‘s nomination for the
Australia-New Zealand twinning program saw Christine Preston of Radford College
matched with Brenda Pashby of Wellington, New Zealand, and Petra Hyam from
Florey was awarded a Belconnen Rotary Club scholarship for her involvement in a
CIT School of Hospitality course. Two Bruce Hall Bursaries were made, one each to
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Rebecca Barnes and Christopher Ambler and the King Leggett award for Citizenship
went to Jenny Caldwell of Copland College. Reports from Amy Connellan, the
Club‘s outbound Youth Exchange Student to Denmark, indicated that she was having
a wonderful year.

Pride of Workmanship awards were deferred by the Board this year to align
presentations with Vocational Service month. Donations totalling almost $36,000.00
were made to local organisations, with this including $11,600.00 for 150 Xmas
hampers, $1,000.00 to Bethel House, $1,000.00 to the Merimbula & Pambula
Tornado Appeal and numerous other amounts to needy organisations. $1,000.00 was
also donated to the RC of Bangkok South to assist establish a village ―School in
Cambodia‖ and a direct donation of $2,500.00 was provided for a Bhekokuhle
Primary School Project in South Africa.
Another busy and fruitful year!

Rotary Year 1995/96
Peter Kain noted that his year loomed large as a milestone year for the Club, it being
25 years since it was Chartered and also the 21st birthday of Trash ‗n‘ Treasure. Not
one for resting on laurels, Peter informed the Club that DG Len Goodman had offered
a challenge to Rotarians to ‗Promote Rotary‘ and that Peter had also accepted the
challenge laid down by RI President Herb Brown in his „Calgary Challenge‟ to all
Rotarians to increase membership in the coming 6 months. In addition to the RI
theme Act with Integrity, Serve with Love, Work for Peace, President Peter added his
own Club theme to „Celebrate Rotary‟. And celebrate the Club did, with great
aplomb, including a party at The Abbey at Gold Creek on the 17th April 1996 (the 25th
anniversary of the original charter dinner) with 114 members, partners, past members,
friends and fellow Rotarians present and at which Past Presidents Brian Daniell and
Russ Mears were awarded additional Paul Harris Fellowships for their commitment to
the Club as the two remaining Charter members.

In addition, President Peter

announced the establishment by the Club of the District 9710 District Governor‘s
Community Support Fund noting that, ―as a Club, we have benefited from a strong
income through the operation of the Trash ‗n‘ Treasure Market at Jamison and that
this has enabled us to provide a level of support to a great many diverse projects from
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ideas that have come from members and various community groups. Whilst we are
very proud of our record of support to the community we are also mindful of the
many great ideas that may be put forward by Rotarians in other Clubs that never come
to fruition because of a lack of funds. The Club has decided to provide a sum of
money equal to 10% of our net income (approximately $12k per annum based on
current returns) to a District Fund to be administered by the DG and a nominated
committee (immediate PDG and the DGN). All Clubs (in the District) would be able
to access these funds by putting forward their submissions to this committee which
would consider each request on its merits and providing funding as it determines‖. It
was hoped that other Clubs in the District might also contribute to the Fund. What a
brilliant innovation!

Immediately following the Club birthday celebrations the Club hosted the RYLA
seminar at Greenhills, and some 90 people attended the ANZAC Eve dinner, where a
bugler from the Royal Military College Band played the Last Post and Reveille. A
Vocational Visit was made to the International School of Hospitality and members
gave their time in true Rotary spirit to assist the organisers of the Schools Career
Market. A Pride of Workmanship Award was made to Inez Raine, manager of the
Melba Technology School canteen for her outstanding contribution to the life of the
school through many innovative programs she introduced. Another milestone was
reached when the first women was inducted into the Club on 25 October 1995;
member Hugh Best sponsored his partner Helen Cooke whose classification was
Government Administration Health – a notable occasion for President Peter who had
long been a supporter of women in Rotary.

The Club continued its involvement with many youth programs, with support
provided to two students attending the CRA Rotary National Youth Science Forum,
six students to the two RYPEN camps, five students to the RYLA Seminar, the Global
Youth Exchange Program and the Australia New Zealand Youth Exchange.
Sponsorship was provided for a berth on the Young Endeavour sailing ship. Four
bursaries were awarded to students at Bruce Hall, ANU, and the King Leggett Award
at Copland College was continued with the introduction of a similar award being
made at Lake Ginninderra College. The Club continued to be involved with the
Ambassadorial Scholarship programme, hosting Graeme Palmer from Scotland and
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supporting Luisa Megale with her studies at York, England. Some $60,000 was
expended on Community Services programs, including $10,000 being donated to a
District initiative, the ACT Care Flight Helicopter Service project. Xmas Hamper
packing involved most members of the Club at St Francis Xavier High School and the
Kids Christmas Party at the Anderson‘s farm at Pine Ridge was a great hit as usual.
TnT‘s 21st anniversary was celebrated at the market on 17th September 1995 with a
Gala Day. Many members of the Club and their partners attended and handed out
plants (provided at cost by two stallholders), cutting cakes and even, in that most
satisfying of TnT roles, greeting people as they arrived. DG Len Goodman, along
with a number of local politicians, was on hand to praise the Club‘s efforts. A new
Rotary trailer had its first outing and Rotarian Allan Bennett was quick to compile a
preliminary list of improvements to it. Another very satisfying event.
Then the piéce de rèsistance for Peter‘s year arrived, with the opening of Rotary
Cottage at Calvary Hospital on 22 June 1996 by His Excellency the Governor General
of the Commonwealth of Australia, Sir William Deane AC, KBE, and blessed by the
Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn, Monsignor John Hoare
MBE, ED. Originally to be known as Rotary Lodge the Committee charged by the
Club to manage this major project and comprising Vern Davies (Chairman), Jack
Fitzpatrick, Neil James and Peter Kain, agreed to try the name Rotary Cottage. Club
member Neil James had been appointed to be the project liaison officer for this
project and his expertise in bringing it all together on time and within budget was
instrumental in the project‘s success. The first sod was turned by the Chief Minister
of the ACT, Kate Carnell, at 8.00am on Friday 23 February 1996 and remarkably was
opened only four months later.

In association with Calvary Hospital, the Club

provided subsidised accommodation for dependents of patients at the hospital with
construction of a four bedroom unit of approximately 200 square metres.

The

building provided wheelchair access to rooms, en-suite facilities, kitchen, meal areas,
lounge/common room and laundry. The building was designed to be extended easily
to allow for four additional bedrooms.

Apprentice students from the Canberra

Institute of Technology were intimately involved in the construction process and
members of the Rotary Club of Belconnen, Lions Clubs and Apex Club members
assisted in landscaping, painting and other tasks.

Numerous consultants,

210
subcontractors and suppliers willingly gave their time and expertise to the
construction, and many other community organisations and Rotary Clubs in the
District provided funds for equipment/furniture. Overall cost was $174,500.00; what
a wonderful way to end Peter Kain‘s year.

Rotary Year 1996/97
Incoming President Bob Greeney took over the collar of office from a reluctant PP
Peter Kain. Reluctant because as Peter explained, his year had been one of Party,
Party, Party! The immediate challenge for the Club was the ‗building blocks‘, the
brainchild of DG John Loutit, which had to be returned at District Conference in 1997
for the ‗Great Wall‘ and which was based on the RI theme for the year Build the
Future with Action and Vision and Bob‘s own theme for the Club We Build for the
Future. And build for the future the Club certainly did with 8 new members being
inducted during the course of the year and one resignation. It was also recorded that
Charter Member and one of the founders of TnT (Russ Mears) had died on the 6
February 1997 after a long illness and President Bob wrote a very touching note about
Russ, who was also known to stallholders at TnT as Mr T&T. Visits were made
during the year to the BHP Wild Science Exhibition at Questacon; to the National
Gallery of Australia (where Gallery Director, Betty Churcher, hosted the Club); to the
Life Education Centre at Holder; to International House at Canberra University and a
‗rural‘ night was held with the Rotary Clubs of Canberra North and Boorawa. Many
members attended the NYSF dinners at the University of Canberra; there was also a
morning meeting of the Club at Canberra Airport for a Fly-in organised by pilot PP
Brian Daniell (at which 60 members, family and friends turned up) and, of course, the
annual children‘s Xmas Party at the Anderson‘s farm at Pine Ridge was again a
special event. A bus trip to Rutherglen and Beechworth in March 1997, to visit local
wineries, proved very popular and such trips became part of the culture of the Rotary
Club of Belconnen in future years. It was for this trip that Rotarian Wal Cooper was
confirmed as having legendary driving skills; he being the bus driver.

Some notable speakers addressed the Club this year including A.C.T. Senator Kate
Lundy spoke about her life leading up to getting into Federal politics, the Ambassador
for the Republic of Ireland, His Excellency Mr Richard O‘Brien, gave a glowing
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report on his country and Mr Duncan Jamieson spoke about Rotary in Papua New
Guinea and in particular about his former club, the Rotary Club of Boroko.

Youth, as always, was prominent on the agenda for President Bob. Ambassadorial
Scholar Kathy Heldorfer, who hailed from Idaho in the USA, arrived in February
1997 during a heatwave to study Professional Writing at the University of Canberra.
Her first task was to phone her parents in Brandcroft (where it was the depth of
winter) from poolside at the Kain‘s residence. Rotary hospitality at its best! An
inaugural UC International House Scholarship of $1,500.00 was awarded to Fiona
Kuerschner who, in tearfully accepting the award, explained how great a help it was
to both her and her family. New Zealand Twins, Kerrie McCaulay from Belconnen
and Georgina Gellie from New Zealand spoke about their respective experiences and
the worthiness of this Program. Rotary Youth Exchange student David Smith from
New York State arrived in July 1996 and the Club‘s returning YE student, Lyndal
Osborne, spoke to the Club about the wonderful year she spent in Belgium. MaryJane Gardiner was selected for and later spoke about her adventure as a sailor on the
sailing vessel Young Endeavour. The King Leggett Memorial Award was presented
at Copeland College to Calisse Aldridge for being a role model student for her peers.
The Club once again strongly supported RYLA and RYPEN, Siemens Science
School, BHP Engineering School, and 4 Bursaries were awarded to students at the
ANU‘s Bruce Hall.

In December 1996 the possibility of a FAIM project was flagged. The Club Bulletin
of 11 December said as follows:
“THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME
Looking for adventure?
Like meeting people from different cultures?
Handy with a hammer?
Then FAIM is just the thing for you.
Travel to exotic Pacific Islands. Enjoy Rotary fellowship at its best. Sip a cold beer
at the end of a day of real work. Live outside your office for a while. Give help to
people who really do need it.
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The destination is unknown; the time is within the next year or so, the project as yet
unidentified. But if you are interested please see John Carter and he will organise a
meeting to discuss the possibilities.‖

It all happens in the Rotary Club of Belconnen!
Assistance was also provided to a hospital in Sri Lanka, with the Club‘s contribution
being multiplied by a Matching Grant. Xmas Hamper Packing was undertaken at St
Francis Xavier School when 35 members and family packed 153 ―absolutely super
hampers‖ in 1 hour and 55 minutes at a cost of about $18,000.00. It was noted that
this event ―has now become a Club tradition‖.155

Pride of Workmanship awards were presented to Chris Hardy, Tom Floro and David
Watson for their involvement in the Rotary Cottage Project and Club member Neil
James was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation by the CIT for his full
commitment to this project. The Bulletins regularly reported that Rotary Cottage was
mostly fully utilised. A Vocational Service award was also presented to Betty and
Graham Hedgecoe from the Hawker Post Office in recognition of their professional
and friendly service over many years.

And finally, just to wrap up another busy year for the Club, a GSE Team from Nara in
Japan was welcomed on 11 March 1997 by DG Loutit and a host of the Club‘s
members. John Carter had put in many hours to organise the program for the visit,
which went off totally successfully. A reciprocal GSE from District 9710, which
included local Federal Policeman Chris Cooper nominated by the Club, visited
District 2650 in Japan during March 1997. Chris later spoke to the Club on his
experiences and presented President Bob with a number of Rotary banners from Clubs
he had visited while in Japan. He noted that Belconnen Club banners were spread
around the world. A fitting end to this Rotary year.

155

Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Belconnen dated 18 December 1996.
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Rotary Year 1997/98
―As the sun sets on this Rotary year, if there are any clouds on the horizon, then they
are ones which simply bring colour to the big picture!‖156 So reminisced George
Ellem in his President‘s Report at the end of his year. It was a fitting statement to the
plethora of activities that the Club undertook this year. To start with five young
people were inducted into the Club, a remarkable achievement and one that had a
great and immediate impact with their fresh ideas, total commitment and high level of
involvement in Club activities by the newcomers. It helped give the Club a net gain
in membership at the end of George‘s year following the transfer out of two members.
Several members‘ collected One Hundred Percent Attendance awards, perhaps
signifying yet again that meetings were interesting when a top-class program was in
place.

With TnT a new three year agreement with the ACT Government was

successfully negotiated and income of $146,631.35 allowed the Club to make a
number of significant donations to local organisations including $10,000 towards the
refurbishment of one cottage at Marymead Child and Family Centre.

Some

$15,400.00 was allocated to Xmas Hampers which were distributed locally through
the Smith Family, St Vincent de Paul and the Salvation Army.

$3,000.00 was

donated towards the Monument Honouring Australian Nurses located on Anzac
Parade and $2950.00 was provided as sponsorship for the Koomarri newsletter
Outcomes. A sum of $3,000.00 was donated to the Triple M Program which was
designed to provide young males at risk with male mentors. Other donations were
made to the Wingello Bush Fire Appeal, the Katherine Flood Relief Fund, the
Alzheimer‘s Association bi-monthly newsletter, the ACT Safe Young Driver Award
Scheme, Barnardos Australia. Continued support was provided to the Heartbeats
Group, who provided entertainment to residents in aged accommodation, and to
children in the local community through the Principal‘s Discretionary Fund at 35
schools in the Belconnen area. Four Bursaries were awarded to residents of Bruce
Hall, ANU, and one scholarship was awarded to a resident of International House at
the UC. Three scholarships were awarded to students studying at the Faculty of
Tourism, Retail and Hospitality at the Reid CIT. A milestone in George‘s year saw
the implementation of the Russell Mears Award for Professional Development in
support of outstanding and innovative projects in Primary school education. President
156
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George noted that ―the encouragement and recognition that this award provides for
those who champion excellence in the education of our young people for the
challenges of tomorrow would be dear to Russell Mears‘ heart‖. The inaugural award
was presented to Giralang Primary School.

The Club again supported many young people who attended a number of Rotary
programs. Five students attended RYPEN activities, one at Tumbarumba and four at
Greenhills; two students attended a RYPEN camp. Two teams, one each from Lake
Ginninderra College and Radford College were sponsored to attend MUNA, which
was held at Old Parliament House in August 1997. One of the Club‘s nominations to
attend the BHP National Engineering Summer School was successful and another
student attended the Siemen‘s Science Experience.

The king Leggett Award at

Copeland College was presented by Club member Margaret Harvey, while Rotarian
Winston Bucknall from District presented Citizenship Awards on the Club‘s behalf to
two students at Lake Ginninderra College.

Rotary Global Youth Exchange was

supported by the Club, with students both inbound and outbound being managed. The
Australia/New Zealand twin exchange program saw local student Ben Eyles going to
New Zealand and Nick Hill being the twin from New Zealand.

Ambassadorial

Scholar Kathy Heldorfer returned home to the USA, but not before completing a
research assignment she undertook on TnT! In her place the Club welcomed Daniel
Chivra, also from the USA.
And if all this wasn‘t enough five Pride of Workmanship Awards were presented to a
diverse group of people representing many areas of local businesses and President
George was able to confirm in his President‘s Report that the Aero-medical
Helicopter Rescue Service Project, which was the Club‘s initiative a number of years
ago, was finally coming to fruition. Another ‗feather-in-the cap‘ for the Rotary Club
of Belconnen.
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Rotary Year 1998/99
John van Waterschoot‘s year is characterised by the quality of the Bulletins which,
apart from Items of Interest, contained a section each week titled Mr Southern‟s
Interest Section.

This section detailed items of Australian history ranging from

―Geographic Travels in Central Australia from 1872 to 1874, Ernest Giles‖ to
―Australia‘s first newspaper editor‖ (George Howe) and ―A man called MO‖. No
guesses who the author of this series was, but quite brilliant. Additionally a section
titled The Lighter Side covered numerous anecdotes, funny stories and jokes (one
could write another book with all this material!). The RI theme for President John‘s
year was Follow Your Rotary Dream and John‘s dreams were simple, including to see
at least five members join the Club (six were welcomed during John‘s year - five
active and one honorary (His Excellency Se Pablo Sader, the Ambassador of
Uruguay), bringing membership to 48), and continue to develop the Club through a
range of activities and variety of programs that provide opportunities to realise Rotary
dreams. Special events that went to achieve the dreams included a Club visit to the
NGA and some of its back rooms; Christmas in the Country at Pine Ridge; Charter
Anniversary Dinner at the Reid CIT; presentations from the Ambassador for the
Oriental Republic of Uruguay and the Ambassador for the Philippines; the March
long weekend trip to the Murray Irrigation Area with over 40 Club members and their
partners and friends attending; support provided to the newly chartered Rotary Club
of Jerrabomberra and, in John‘s words ―the contribution of all members, and partners,
in the furtherance of making the Rotary Club of Belconnen what it is‖. 157 But wait,
there‘s more. Last year Club members Ruben and Mirta Larzabal learnt that the then
president of Rotary District 4980 in Montevideo, Uruguay, was frustrated at not being
able to fulfil a dream and provided medicines to the Hospital Dr Luis Pineyro del
Campo (Old People‘s Hospital). To support Ruben and Mirta, the Club decided to
make the dream a reality with the purchase of medicines from the Overseas
Pharmaceutical Aid for Life. With contacts everywhere the Club swung into action
and 100kilos of medicines was air freighted to Argentina and then to Uruguay due to
the generosity of Airlines Argentina and the invaluable collaboration of the
Ambassador of Uruguay. Another dream fulfilled.

157
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Of course, Christmas wouldn‘t be Christmas at the Club without the packing of
Christmas Hampers and members as usual responded magnificently by packing 150
hampers at St Francis Xavier High School on a warm morning in December suitably
organised by Club member George Sigley.

The Club was also able to assist many young people on their paths to adulthood. A
team from Radford College (Patricia Shaw and Katie McLean) represented the
Netherlands at MUNA and later addressed the Club on their experiences, impressing
Rotarians with their demeanour. Andrew Hewet from Hawker College was selected
to attend RYPEN at Nowra and two students from Belconnen High School, Geraint
Holmes-Clark and Lydal McIntyre, were sponsored to attend the Greenhills RYPEN.
Three students, Amanda Hooper, Amber Jane Churchill and Sarah O‘Connor, were
sponsored to attend RYLA and four students attended the Siemens Science
Experience. The Club also hosted members from the Canberra-Ginninderra Rotaract
Club and requested District Representative Winston Bucknall to present the King
Leggett Award to student Carly Hollier at Copland College. Citizenship Awards were
also made on the Club‘s behalf to two students at Lake Ginninderra College by Fran
Hinton from the ACT Department of Education. Three scholarships of $500.00 each
were awarded to students at the CIT Faculty of Retail, Hospitality and Tourism and
four bursaries of $1,500.00 each were awarded to students at Bruce Hall, ANU. One
scholarship of $1,500.00 was awarded to a student at International House, UC. Two
students were supported on the Global Youth Exchange, Sally Ryan to Canada and
Zoe Greenaway to Thailand. Inbound student, Mika Umino delighted the Club with
her personality and participation in many Club activities. Local Belconnen student
Lisa Macaulay was twinned with Auckland student Sarah Weatherall in another
successful Australia/New Zealand Twin Exchange.

The Club also hosted

Ambassadorial Scholar Fumiko Ota from Japan who studied Teaching English to
Students of Other Languages at UC.
Looks like Dreams were fulfilled in President John‘s year.
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Rotary Year 1999/2000
Paul O‘Connor looked back on his year with both relief and pride and commented that
―when a Club does as many exceptional things as we do week after week, the
marvellous can almost seem mundane‖.

He went on ―Let me assure you the

achievements are not mundane, they are in fact of the highest order and I once again
congratulate the Club‖.158
President Paul‘s year had in fact been a busy one in more ways than one. Under a
new tax system the Club had to register for the Goods and Services Tax (GST). This
meant that stall fees at TnT would have to rise by $1.00, raising the cost for a single
stall to $11.00. Membership and meal costs also rose because of the new tax regime.
The Club also reviewed how it conducted business and one outcome was to fund the
Bruce Hall Bursaries in future through a permanent endowment rather than an
ongoing funded commitment.

The Club agreed to contribute a lump sum of

$25,000.00, matched dollar for dollar by the Vice-Chancellor of the ANU, allowing
three Bursaries of $1,000.00 each per annum to be awarded in perpetuity.

A

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was co-signed by the Vice-Chancellor and
the Club on 5 June 2000 at a special function at Bruce Hall. On signing the MOU the
Club was recognised by the ANU as a Distinguished Member of the Endowment for
Excellence.
The Club welcomed four new members during the year and lost five including, sadly,
PP Merv Adams who had been such a stalwart of TnT since its inception and would
be sorely missed. Significantly this year, it was the 25th Anniversary of TnT and to
commemorate this event $10,000.00 was presented to the Southcare Ambulance
Service when the helicopter landed at the market.

Additionally $5,000.00 was

presented to community groups, $5,000.00 for the District Support Fund and
$5,000.00 to the ARHRF. In the order of 150 Christmas hampers were packed by
members and distributed to local Church and support organisations.

Young people in the Belconnen community were supported through funding provided
to school Principals for use at their discretion.
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Ambassadorial Scholarship, Haida Passos, was successful and she waited patiently for
entrance details from the University of Besençon in France. RYLA was attended by
the Club‘s nominee, Rhiannon Zoeller and two students attended RYPEN. The ACT
System Band Program received $2,000.00 from the Club to assist with the band‘s
international concert tour. The King Leggett Memorial Award at Copeland College
and the Citizenship Award at Lake Ginninderra College were again presented. The
Club also supported the College of Road Safety ACT and the Lake Ginninderra Sea
Scouts.
Pride of Workmanship Awards were presented to a diverse group of people
representing a variety of business areas. Gaye Bailie from Giralang School, Marree
Fraser and Frances Rees from Statements Hair Salon in Hawker and Graeme Stanley
from the Acme Publishing Company in Weetangerra, all attended to receive their well
deserved awards. Presentation of the Russ Mears Memorial Award proved more
difficult this year due to the quality of the applications and the Club Board finally
agreed that additional awards should be made. The recipients were Irmgard Reid
from ACT Life Education, Julie Wells from Cranleigh School and Sandra MartinKelly, Dianne Grigson, Amanda Wallace and David Cropley all from Florey Primary
School.
It is no wonder that President Paul was proud of his year in office.
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PART FOUR – THE NEW MILLENNIUM
2000/01 – 2010/11
Chapter Ten
Rotary Years 2000/01 – 2010/11
Rotary Year 2000/2001
Ross Wickham noted that ―the real success of the Rotary Club of Belconnen lies not
in the funds at our disposal but rather the consistent week-after-week effort of
members to generate those funds‖. Appropriate comments for the dawn of a new
millennium.

Ross set four objectives for his year as President – to extend the

association with the Ginninderra and Hall Rotary Clubs and make greater contact with
other service clubs; in the International Year of the Volunteer lift the profile of Rotary
and facilitate greater fellowship within the Club through opportunity for increased
contact between members.

President Ross took a leading role in establishing the Shepherd Centre in a classroom
at the Hughes Primary School. It was opened on Saturday 26th May 2001; the centre
assisted very young deaf or hearing impaired children through training. Initially four
families were involved in the program. It has subsequently grown to become a major
organisation in the ACT and local regional area for deaf babies and young children.
The project was a cooperative effort between the Rotary Clubs of Belconnen,
Ginninderra and Hall, the Lions Clubs of Canberra Belconnen and Canberra
Ginninderra, the Apex Club of Belconnen, Canberra Women‘s Apex Club, the Quota
Club of Canberra, Belconnen Probus, the Zonta Club of Canberra and Rotaract. As
well, many Licensed Clubs of the ACT made cash donations to assist in establishing
the Shepherd Centre.

The project was coordinated by President Ross – a truly

remarkable effort that bore fruit, one that certainly met all of President Ross‘s goals.

During this Rotary year the Club was heavily involved in consultations with the ACT
Government, the Belconnen Town Centre Planning Committee and Local Area
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Planning Committees on a proposed redevelopment of the Jamison Centre. A major
submission was made to provide factual background and a list of minimum
requirements for TnT in future.

Meetings were also held with the ACT Chief

Minister and Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Assembly to confirm their
support for continuation of the Market and the need for the Club to be consulted over
any proposed changes. Straw polls were organised by Club members at the Market
and the overwhelming support (99%) indicated for its continuation was advised to the
planning authorities. In the meantime, revised garaging arrangements for the Market
clean-up vehicle were organised for he Canberra Woden Club. All this work and
effort went towards settling, as far as is possible, the future for TnT.
With respect to youth, school awards were made at Copland College (King Leggett
Memorial Award) and Lake Ginninderra College (Citizenship Award). Two students
were sponsored to attend the Moscow International Mathematics Competition and
funding was provided to the Missing Youth Program. Three students were sponsored
to attend RYPEN, three nominations to attend RYLA were supported and a team from
Radford College was sponsored to attend MUNA. Local student Raphael Wong
wrote to the Club thanking it for sponsoring him to the Siemens Science at the ANU.
Four students from the CIT Faculty of Tourism and Hotel Management, Esther
Klintworth, Rebecca Medway, Jo Godfey and David Collins were recipients of
scholarships from the Club.

Nerida Greenaway was sponsored for the 3 month

exchange to New Zealand and her New Zealand twin, Lydia Stewart, was guest of the
Club. The Russ Mears Memorial Education Award went this year to Southern Cross
and Holt Primary Schools.

The NGA benefited to an amount of $4,000.00 ($2,000.00 for the Rotary Art
Collection and $2,000.00 for a Youth Support Scheme).

A matching grant of

$2,500.00with the Rotary Club of Palghat East was completed.

156 Christmas

hampers were packed by members, partners and friends of the Club and distributed in
the Belconnen area. Judging by the subsequent letters of thanks it was money well
spent. Three refugee families from Kosovar were assisted in setting up in Canberra
and the Club again was the major sponsor for the Young Driver Challenge.
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Joint action was undertaken with the Rotary Clubs of Ginninderra and Hall, and the
Lions Club of Belconnen, to provide two local children with Hartwalkers, a piece of
equipment that helps disabled children to walk upright; an interesting and pleasing
interaction of service clubs in the local area. The Club also worked with the Lions
Club of Ginninderra to keep local road, Drake Brockman Drive, tidy under the ‗Adopt
a Road‘ program.

Additionally, involvement with the ‗Driver Reviver‘ program

continued through the Club staffing the road station at Bredbo on eight occasions
during the snow season.
Following President Ross‘s goal of increased contact between members a steam trip
to Tarago with a barn dance at the venue was attended by 72 members, partners and
friends. Also, 32 adventurous souls spent a fun weekend of fellowship in Beechworth
with tour guides Rod Menzies and Wal Cooper, the latter misguiding half the crowd
on the Sunday morning to Milawa for a winery tour. On a sadder note some 84
people attended a farewell for PP Alan Anderson and his wife Helen at their farm at
Pine Ridge, a place that will forever be etched in the heart of the Club. They were
headed to northern New South Wales.

Highlights of the evening included the

reminiscing about Christmas parties, Santa falling off a donkey, Santa arriving in a
wheelbarrow or little red car, Santa allegedly an old Rotarian smelling like beer, and
Santa unable to read the fine print on the kids presents. There was no doubt that the
thirty years that Alan had spent with the Club would long be remembered and he
would be missed.
PP Peter Kain became the Club‘s first recipient of a Rotary International Four
Avenues of Service Citation, which can be presented to a Rotarian once in their career,
reflecting his outstanding contribution to RI over many years.

This was a wonderful year for President Ross and the Club and demonstrated what
service clubs could achieve when working cooperatively. A ‗well done‘ is in order.

222
Rotary Year 2001/2002
Judith Ellem was welcomed as the first female President of the Rotary Club of
Belconnen and started her year in fine style by inducting new members. In fact over
the year five new members were inducted but, unfortunately, seven moved on, mostly
interstate and not all lost to Rotary.

Community Service considered numerous requests for assistance and all were
considered on their merits with priority being accorded to those projects which:





contributed to assisting the greatest number of people;
focussed on discrete activities that met well defined community needs;
were proposed by individuals or groups that displayed a willingness to help
themselves and had a proven history of achieving stated objectives; and
supported the Belconnen and larger North Canberra community.

As a consequence local charities and Church groups were provided with 156
Christmas Hampers for distribution to needy families in the Belconnen area.
Assistance was provided to Club members by the Governor-General and Mrs
Hollingworth in packing the hampers. The Club agreed to continue its support as a
major sponsor of the Young Driver Challenge program for 2002 – the program has
been renamed the Belconnen Rotary Young Driver Challenge in recognition of the
Club‘s support. The Club also sponsored the 13th Canberra Terry Fox Fun Run to the
tune of $1,000.00 and the Cancer Council Relay for Life. Assistance was provided to
the Koomarri School to purchase special equipment for disabled children and
sponsorship was also provided to The Shepherd Centre, Rotary MedicAlert, The
Stroke Association of the ACT Inc, Canberra Legacy, The ACT Disability Sports
Association, the Heartbeats (entertainment for the elderly), ACT People with
Intellectual Disability and the Australian Breastfeeding Association.
One student was sponsored to the NYSF. Two teams (one each from Hawker College
and Radford College) were supported for MUNA. The Club hosted the December
2001 RYPEN seminar at the Greenhills Conference Centre and sponsored students to
attend the second RYPEN at Ulladulla. The Club sent four young people to RYLA
and supported one student to the Siemens Science Experience and another to the
Honeywell Engineering Summer School. Funding was provided to 22 schools in the
Belconnen area for use at Principals‘ discretion and to Life Education ACT Inc as part
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of the Club‘s ongoing support of their work.

A Hawker College student was

sponsored to attend the Rotary Murray Darling School of Freshwater Research and
school awards were made at Lake Ginninderra College (for citizenship) and Copland
College (the King Leggett award). The UC International House Scholarship was
awarded to Julie-Ann Harbord who used the scholarship to study overseas in her field
of landscape architecture. The Russ Mears Award of $3,000.00 went to staff at
Kaleen Primary School.

Internationally, sports equipment was purchased and sent to children in East Timor, a
donation was made to Equal Health for the purchase of intraocular and spectacle
lenses for people in southern India, a donation was also provided to the Fistula
Hospital for Women in Ethiopia and another to the Banyan Homeless Persons Project.
Four Pride of Workmanship Awards were made, one each to three people who make
up a riding team at Pegasus; Kris Duncan, Vickie Greig and Jo Skimin. The other
award was made to Gordon Kelly, proprietor of the Canberra Indoor Rock-climbing
Centre at Mitchell, for his work in helping with self-esteem programs for students.

President Judith acknowledged at Club changeover that she had had a wonderful year.
And certainly there was a woman‘s touch to the achievements that she attained.

Rotary Year 2002/2003
Duncan Jamieson had a great start to his year in office when the Club had a near
record number in attendance with 98 people attending the annual changeover. It was
also a moving experience for President Duncan as the Belconnen Soccer Club advised
that it would be closed for renovations for two-and-a-half months, and so the Club
had to find a temporary home for this period. It settled on the West Belconnen
Leagues Club where it met at the usual time until 13 November 2002.

Very

democratically, the Club then voted on where the permanent weekly meeting venue
should be. The voting was 27 in favour of the Belconnen Soccer Club and 8 in favour
of the West Belconnen Leagues Club. Thus, President Duncan indicated, that subject
to successful negotiations with the Belconnen Soccer Club and their caterers, we
would be returning to the Soccer Club as our regular meeting venue from 20th
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November 2002. Membership grew by one over the year with four new members
inducted and three leaving the Club for either personal reasons or work transfer.
Great news for the Club when it learned that Past President Bob Greeney was selected
at District interview to be District Governor for the Rotary Centennial Year,
2004/2005.

While the RI theme this year was Sow the Seeds of Love President Duncan ran with
his own theme which was based on Vintage. Thus 2002-2003 became a vintage year
for the Club. ―The major product line, Trash and Treasure, continued to produce
good crops, combining the elegance of premium grapes with the complexity of a firm
tannin finish. A wide variety of products drew strong attendance at the weekly
tastings both from regular clients as well as tourists‖.159 Fellowship was strong on the
agenda for President Duncan and the Club had joint meetings with Ginninderra
Rotary Club at their venue, the Federation Inn at Federation Square in Gungahlin, and
with Canberra-Woden at the Cedars of Lebanon restaurant in Woden. A meeting was
also held at the Australian Federal Police Officers Mess at which the ACT Chief
Police Officer, John Murray, addressed the Club. Another meeting was addressed by
Storyteller extraordinaire, Mary French who was accompanied by husband Eric,
himself a storyteller of a different kind. Mary was the current President of the
Storytellers Guild and gave us a wonderful journey through the history of this vital
art, one of the best evenings at the Club for some time.

Students that the Club had supported recently also featured at Club meetings.
Member Mary Cruickshank organised these events with great aplomb. One such
guest speaker was Nick Lawrance, who attended the Honeywell Engineering Summer
School held in Sydney in December 2002. Nick told the Club of his experiences at
the engineering school and of his ambition to become an aerospace engineer. He was
currently a student in Year 12 at Lake Ginninderra College. Then the Club welcomed
Mirnes Huspinovic who came along with host Dad, Cid Mateo, Amanda Thorpe,
Sarah Shinnick and her mother Maree Shinnick, Lucie and Dad, Leon Blom all
representing RYPEN; Kylie Richardson, Shobaz Kandda, Lannah Burmester and
Julian Denis representing MUNA; Peter Fruedenberger and Kim Hoa Scruton who

159
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brought along Mum and Dad, Le and Mark Hoa Scruton (Peter and Kim were
representing the NYSF).

The Club also ran an information night for prospective new members. Congratulations
to President Duncan, President Elect Gillian McFeat and member John Carter for an
innovative approach to invite people to come and have a look at the Rotary Club of
Belconnen and the broader avenues of Service and Fellowship through Rotary
International. There were some 24 non-Rotarian attendees who were entertained by
their respective hosts and then ‗formal‘ presentations on the activities of the Club and
Rotary International. Also available was a great display on the Club‘s programmes
and activities prepared by John Carter – a great resource for future promotions.
Two people were presented with Pride of Workmanship Awards during Vocational
Service month. Andrew Jackson, an electrician who provided service beyond normal
expectation and Andrew Kinsman, a motor mechanic from the Ampol Service Station
at Jamison, who goes out of his way to provide customer satisfaction, were worthy
recipients of these awards.

Just before Christmas 2002, some 156 Christmas hampers were packed for
distribution in the Belconnen community.

The Governor-General and Mrs

Hollingworth had once again accepted the Club‘s invitation to take part in the packing
of the hampers and a fun morning of fellowship and activity was enjoyed by all. This
was followed by The Family Christmas Party at Kingsley and Cynthia Southwell‘s
farm on Brooklands Road, off Gooramon Ponds Road, out of Hall Village. It was a
‗bring all‘ function with BBQ facilities available and was again thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended, particularly the kids.
And then came the disaster of bushfires in the ACT in January 2003.

Several

Rotarians, amongst others in the community, lost their homes in the Western Creek
area of Canberra. President Duncan was able to report that Club members Gillian and
Don McFeat were affected by the fires but did not lose their home. He also led a
discussion on how the Club might best respond to the recovery efforts following the
loss of 530 homes in the western suburbs of Canberra last week. Members indicated

226
what information they knew and the Club registered with Canberra Connect as being
able to provide volunteers for the Canberra Recovery Effort and provided:
 people to work as marshals at the temporary Green Waste Centre at Mitchell (hot
and dusty work, but worthwhile); and
 volunteers to assist the Canberra Connect call centre to coordinate requests for
assistance with offers of assistance. A terrific response from Club members in very
difficult times.

And the District also responded magnificently with DG Ian Sayers calling a meeting
at 10 am on Saturday, 25th January, for all Queanbeyan and Canberra Club Presidents
to discuss how the District could best respond to the need for assistance in Canberra
and the region surrounding it, affected by the fires of last week.
In addition PP Judith Ellem and previous member Carolyn Soucek both sent messages
expressing their best wishes to members and their friends who might have suffered
due to the fires on the 18th January.

Finally, to close an interesting year, the Club undertook Driver Reviver duty at
Bredbo and entered two teams at the ACT Cancer Council's Relay for Life.

Rotary Year 2003/2004
Dr Gillian McFeat‘s year was notable for the influx of new members, seven in all, and
while two members resigned due to interstate moves, Club numbers stood at a healthy
45 when President Gillian passed on the baton. President Gillian had also been
instrumental in setting up the local Rotary Overseas Medical Aid for Children and,
apart from her Presidency, was also appointed as the Public Relations and Fund
Raising Manager for Queensland, New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory,
Victoria and Tasmania, so what a busy year ahead she had. There was the usual crop
of events that occurred during the year including Christmas Hamper packing at which
the Vice-Regal‘s wife, Mrs Jeffrey came to cheer on the members and assist in the
packing. Flying with PP ―Biggles‖ Daniell and his band of willing aviators was
unfortunately cancelled due to too many hot-air balloons in the vicinity and a low
cloud cover. The children‘s Christmas Party was held at the property (Brooklands) of
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Rotary Club of Hall member, Kingsley Southwell, and his wife Cynthia and proved
immensely popular as usual. An innovation was a lunch trip to the Black Swan at
Binalong organised by the ever reliable PP Ross Wickham at which most Club
members and their partners attended and delighted in purchasing antiques at the local
Engineer‘s Hall after a super lunch. Another lunch was hosted by CEO of the NGA,
Brian Kennedy, to thank Rotary for its Collection of Art, which now numbered 52
pieces in various art forms, most funded by the Rotary Club of Belconnen. Mr
Kennedy spoke glowingly of the project and challenged the Club to grow the
collection. Income from TnT was supplemented by the continuing Australia Post
Surveys for Fyshwick and Kingston undertaken by members Wal Cooper, Peter
Bennetts and John van Waterschoot.

There were a number of excellent speakers who entertained Club members, their
partners and guests during the year. These included Liz McGrath, Director of the
ABC in Canberra, Dennis Trewin, the Australian Statistician, Judith Harvey who
spoke on Dry Land Grasses, and Sir David Smith who recounted Light Hearted
Moments in the Vice Regal Life. The Club‘s Literacy Program, which consisted of
the purchase of reading cassettes through to computers for seven schools in the
Belconnen area, resulted in the presentation to President Gillian of the District 9710
Vocational Service Award by DG Anne Loutit, to rapturous applause from members.
Another night saw a GSE Team recently returned from the Philippines present their
experiences to Club members.

The team was led by ADG Mick Newling and

included one of the Club‘s nominations – Lachlan Phillips, Assistant Manager at
Dispatch ACT. Lachlan found the cultural experience most enlightening and saw his
trip as a privilege. He returned with many Rotary banners from Clubs the GSE Team
had spoken to in the Philippines.

This year the Club supported two girls from Belconnen High School to attend a
Forensic Science Camp at Armidale. Tegan McAnulty and Indi Prickett had to gain
selection through an intensive process in competition with students from all over
Australia. A remarkable achievement. Two local students, Clare Thompson and
Johanna Doherty attended NYSF and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Two teams
were sponsored to attend MUNA, four to attend the Honeywell Summer Science
School, and RYLA and RYPEN were strongly supported. The UC International
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House scholarship was awarded to Simon Connell, a 3rd year student from
Beechworth in Victoria.
Three Pride of Workmanship awards were made following the Club‘s latest media
personality, Tony Trumble, promoting the awards on 666 ABC very early on a
Tuesday morning in September. Recipients were Maxeme Tall from The Paper Chain
Bookshop at Manuka, Maria Garreffa from Acacia Hair Design at Kaleen and Alan
Goddard from Fletcher‘s Photographics in Civic.

As surmised, it was a busy year for President Gillian.

Rotary Year 2004/2005
2004-05 heralded in the Centenary Year of Rotary. The Club had appropriately
elected Charter President Brian Daniell to be its president for the Centenary Year but
Brian was unable to fulfil the role and John Sheldrick was subsequently elected in his
stead. The Club had the honour of the District Governor Bob Greeney being among
its members. This honour called for the Club to support DG Bob through his year and
especially the District Centenary Conference held on 4-6 March 2005.

When

President John Sheldrick was introduced at the Changeover on 30 June 2004 he said,
―I think we are all a little bit in awe of the Centenary Year and what it may bring or
require of us…As well as our support to DG Bob and Tory I see the Centenary Year
as meaning 3 things for the Club… to celebrate the occasion…to nominate a special
Centenary project …to expand our experience and fellowship in Rotary beyond just
our Club…‖160
In support of DG Bob, many Club members were involved in District responsibilities
including Ross Wickham as District Secretary, Bob Clarke as District Treasurer and
Warren Karle as District Conference Co-ordinator – at least another three members
were involved in District appointments or serving on District Committees. Other
duties at the Conference were performed by Peter Bennetts, Don Bennetts and Rod
Menzies who shared the demanding task of registration.

Peter Oldham took

responsibility for ushers and general tasking, PP Peter Kain the Hall of Friendship
160

Changeover Dinner 30 June 2004. Speech by Incoming President.
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while John Stockbridge acted as MC. John Sheldrick (accompanied by Maxine
throughout) acted as aide to the RI President‘s Personal Representative PDG Brian
Guest and his wife Marie from D9470 Western Australia. Belconnen was not alone in
this support to the Conference since members from more local clubs (Berrima
District, Mittagong, and Bowral-Moss Vale) also provided valuable assistance in
planning and the conduct of the Conference. The Club recorded an attendance of
118%.161
As to President John‘s prediction of what the year might bring, members and partners
were pleased to attend the District Centenary Dinner held at the Hellenic Club
Canberra on Rotary‘s birthday night 23 February 2005. There they joined with
Rotarians from across the District and beyond in a grand night of celebration,
fellowship and recognition of Rotary. PP Gillian McFeat assisted PP John O‘Neill
from RC Canberra in organising the evening. Many club members assisted in
arrangements on the night and the Canberra-Belconnen Inner Wheel Club led by Tory
Greeney provided the table decorations. The Club‘s centenary project was a gift to
the Belconnen (and Canberra) community of four bench seats provided in the
recreational areas around the precincts of Lake Ginninderra. Mary Cruickshank
worked with Government Departments to determine the seat locations and for their
installation in accordance with government regulations. Unfortunately these could
not be formally presented before the end of the year but it was expected that would
occur early in the following year.

As to broadening fellowship and Rotary

involvement, the District Conference and the Centennial Dinner were just two
occasions which, allied with the Club‘s support to Rotary programs, gave members an
opportunity to experience wider Rotary involvement and fellowship.

Amidst this recognition of the Centenary Year the business of the Club continued in
the usual business-like and community orientated manner. The Club sought to
increase its membership by adding to the traditional ‗contact means‘ a new approach
determined at higher Rotary discussions, of recruiting by vocations. Unfortunately,
despite the best endeavours of membership team Fred Fawke and Col Bradford, by
the end of the year the membership had declined to forty-one. Three members were
inducted while five members resigned due to leaving the area or business pressures.

161

Based on distance travelled and numbers.
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Club meetings were well attended and one 100% meeting was declared and DG Bob
move more quickly than President John to shout port for all present. Paula Chadderton
successfully nominated to lead the District GSE team to Mauritius, Madagascar,
Mayotte and Reunion. The team was farewelled on 13 April 2005.
Neil James accepted the task of Chairman Special Projects Committee when the Club
determined that it held considerable project funds and wished to complete a major
project or at least get one well underway during the year. Neil and his team put
considerable hours into investigating several possibilities including the investing of
the money available into property from which an income would be derived or into a
‗Car mart‘ with the same expected result-both as ‗back-up‘ to TnT earnings. Towards
the end of the year the Project Committee recommended and the Club agreed to build
an extension onto Rotary Cottage at Calvary Hospital. At the very end of the year the
Hospital confirmed the need for an extension and provided its agreement to the Club‘s
intentions
The Club undertook a unique task when it purchased at a cost of $1000 a rose garden
of ten roses in the precincts of the Old Parliament House Rose Gardens and placed a
plaque among them as a commemoration garden to recognise former members of the
Club now deceased. The moving ceremony at the site of the roses on 10 April 2005
was attended by several widows and children of the deceased and several members
and partners. A list of those members commemorated and some detail of the
Ceremony are at Attachment A.

Peter Oldham assisted by Rod Menzies and others co-ordinated the amalgamation and
archiving of Club records and this history is in debt to their endeavours. As another
new initiative Don McFeat was invited to develop Corporate Responsibilities and
Duty of Care guidelines for members and these were later published. This was
especially important in the conduct of TnT and equally the Club was able to get some
assurance of the competency of insurance cover relevant to TnT operations. The Club
enjoyed a range of guest speakers and reports from those who had been nominated
and supported by the Club to participate in Rotary programs. The program again
included one night a month as a ‗fellowship‘ night, several Club Assemblies and
several very enjoyable occasions with partners. The Club was indebted to Kingsley
and Cynthia Southwell for hosting the Christmas Party on their property on 19
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December 2004. Members were saddened by the announcements of the deaths of
Allan Bennett and Ron Morrison. It celebrated the engagement of Paula Chadderton
and Duncan Jamieson and Phil McElligott‘s 80th birthday.
The practice of support to the community and to Rotary programs and to youth
continued. The New Generations Committee sponsored and assisted financially fiftyfive students to attend various programs including eighteen to RYPEN plus the Club
sponsored one student to RYLA and NYSF. Club members attended the NYSF
visitors‘ dinner and hosted students to their home for the ‗Sunday rest day‘. Support
to enhance literacy skills through donations to purchase books and other materials
continued to another six schools.

Support was provided to over 20 different

community needs including the packing 180 Christmas hampers (again assisted by
Her Excellency Mrs Marlena Jeffery) and supported by Canberra-Belconnen Inner
Wheel with their well-established morning tea. The Club maintained the provision of
scholarships to International House University of Canberra, Bruce Hall ANU, reestablished bursaries to CIT students and supported a deserving Australian postgraduate student in necessitous circumstances in Denmark.

Three people were

presented with Pride of Workmanship Awards while Ambassadorial scholar Shu-Ling
Yeh continued to be hosted. Planned new road works associated with expansion of
the Jamison Centre caused the Club to negotiate a new location in the Centre car-park
for TnT. The trailer was repainted to include the theme of the Centenary of Rotary
and Club hats were purchased. Internationally, the Club provided funds to support a
RAWCs project at Natabora Agricultural School Timor Leste and building material
and books for the Warakong Village School in PNG. The Club made substantial
donations to the District Tsunami Relief Fund, the Rotary Foundation, Polio Plus,
ARHRF, RAMS (adopt a village) and ROMAC.

The Club had a most challenging, rewarding and successful year of service and
fellowship during the Centenary Year of Rotary. In the Centenary Year of Rotary and
recognising its considerable donations to the Rotary Foundation, the Club was proud
to name ten people as Paul Harris Fellows, recognising special efforts during the year
but also the continuing contributions so many members make through ‗Service above
Self‘ to the performance of the Club and the community. The Club Changeover was
on 6 July 2005. Retiring President John during his report had all members and
partners stand (amid some embarrassment) to thank and congratulate them all

232
individually and collectively and for them to congratulate each other, on a job well
done. He followed by introducing incoming President Peter Oldham confident of a
successful 2005-06.
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Attachment A to Rotary Year 2004/2005
COMMEMORATION OF FORMER MEMBERS NOW DECEASED.
(Extracted from the Personal papers of John Sheldrick.)
Those deceased former members commemorated were:
Merv Adams
Ted Armstrong
Allan Bennett
John Faux
Allan Forester
King Leggett
Russ Mears
Hans Milton
Pat Walsh
Les Wood
Ron Morrison
After the ceremony it was revealed that despite the best endeavours of the Club to
find the names of all deceased former members some were not included in this list.
Widows and relatives attending were:
Dorothy Adams
Cath Armstrong and daughter Megan
Olga Bennett
Fay Faux
Lola Forster
Betty Mears
Rosemary Milton and daughter
Charter President Brian Daniell spoke during the ceremony and the Reverend Col
Bradford composed this prayer which was said during the ceremony:
―We pray believing we live and die in the mystery of being, the Lord of life,
the spirit of love and friendship, the creating presence of all that is, our eternal
God.
We pray believing that even though we die, we die into God. Therefore, we
who remain are still connected with those whose love and friendships have
helped to shape our lives.
And now we give thanks for those who have given of themselves generously,
in the spirit of service above self, and whose memories remain an inspiration
to this club. (Col then named each deceased member).‖
The Canberra-Belconnen Inner Wheel Club provided afternoon tea following
the ceremony.
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Rotary Year 2005/2006
Peter Oldham noted that the RI theme for his year was Service Above Self, not an
entirely new theme but appropriate nevertheless, and with it the opportunity to have
fun. Peter had an idea, in the spirit of Rotary, to assist smaller Clubs in the District.
Accordingly, with approval from the Board, President Peter‘s first task was to
introduce a program that provided for the allocation of funded Paul Harris
Fellowships to other Rotary Clubs in the District whose numbers or income were not
sufficient to allow the awarding of such recognition. Requests from other Clubs were
to be handled with sensitivity and without publicity from our Club. Assistant District
Governors were advised of the scheme and requested to let their Clubs know of this
arrangement. It turned out to be a successful innovation and two Clubs were assisted
this year.

President Peter was also keen to see the proposed Rotary Cottage extension
progressed and, to this end, met with the CEO of Calvary Hospital to discuss the way
ahead. With the current accommodation consistently being 100% utilised it was
agreed that doubling the number of bedrooms (that is four new bedrooms) would be a
good starting point. Club member Neil James once again agreed to project manager
the building of the extension. Unfortunately, the gremlins, or should that be the
greenies, got involved in the process and the extension could not be started as
expected on the 1 June 2006 because there were six saplings, planted by the Club, on
the site and there were environmental objections to their removal. Objections that
were subsequently overturned, but delaying the extension.

PP Ross Wickham was the Program Officer this year and, with his contacts at the
ANU and elsewhere developed an excellent list of speakers which included Brian
Cox, ex CEO of the Australian Commission who spoke about Running Elections; the
Honourable Derek Quigley (New Zealand) spoke on Australia/New Zealand Defence
Relations; Greg Foley spoke about Islam; Clive Williams from the Strategic and
Defence Centre at the ANU spoke on Terrorism Overview and the Australian Region;
Dr Ron Huisker (US – North Korea Relations); Dr Brandon Taylor (USA- China
Relations). Dr Allan Hawke, Chancellor of the ANU and a great friend of the Club,
reminisced about his career (for a Queanbeyan boy what a wonderful life he‘s had).
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and DG Noel Trevaskis and his wife Sue gave the Club an inspiring talk on his
aspirations for District 9710 during his tenure. Outbound Exchange Students Megan
Volmari (Canada) and Brittany Wolfhagen (Brazil) graced the Club with their
presence and received their Rotary blazers (and lots of good advice), and inbound
student, Klemens Ferschli from Austria, regularly attended the Club and gave
members updates on his exploits. A GSE Team from East Africa was hosted by the
Club thanks to the efforts of Paula Chadderton, whose mastery of the French language
amazed many members. Joint meetings were also held with the Rotary Clubs of Hall
and Ginninderra.
A cultural visit to the Chinese Embassy was probably President Peter‘s highlight for
the year. Members, partners and their guests were warmly welcomed to the Embassy
by Minister/Counsellor Mr Zhang Jungao to which President Peter responded.
Several members of the Embassy spoke about modern China with an enlightening
presentation followed by a ‗questions and answers‘ session.

The openness and

frankness of the Embassy staff, and the standard of English spoken, were impressive
and conveyed an indication of the modern Chinese approach to the world. After
questions the Club adjourned to an authentic Chinese buffet provided by the Embassy.
The general consensus was that the experience had been extremely educational and
interesting.

A quite different cultural experience was enjoyed when members visited the Wig and
Pen Tavern in Canberra city. Owner, Lachie McOmish spoke on the History of
Beer& Brewing and then led a tour of his establishment followed by sampling the
brews.

Youth was not forgotten with RYPEN graduates Simon Philpot and Ben Dencio being
introduced to the Club by Mary Cruickshank and reporting on their recent experiences
at RYPEN. The Club also supported Garth Jurd, Bronwyn Sheppard, Kristie Martin
and Exchange Student, Klemens Ferschli, for RYLA; Hannah Fritzlaff went to the
NYSF; the King Leggett Memorial Award went to Kylievan Mourik at Copland
College and the Citizenship Award at Lake Ginninderra College went to Lisa
Hutchinson.
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Club member Paula Chadderton tried valiantly to outdo the President this year by
firstly giving an excellent talk on her adventures with a GSE Team to District 9220
(Mauritius, Madagascar, French Réunion/La Mayotte, The Comoros and Seychelles);
secondly taking part in the Wedding of the Year at Old Parliament House on the 15th
October 2005, marrying Club member Duncan Jamieson with many members in
attendance; and thirdly being presented by PDG Bob Greeney with the Royce Abbey
Award from the Essendon RC for Enthusiasm and Commitment to the Ideals of
Rotary. A number of Essendon members were in attendance, including Paula‘s father
John. Unusually, Paula was at a loss for words but was extremely pleased and
surprised to have been thus honoured.

Other notable events during the year were Dr Gillian McFeat being awarded with a
30th Independence Commemorative Medal by the High Commissioner of Papua New
Guinea for her work with ROMAC and child patients from that country; the Club
being recognised as a Gold Sponsor of the PDG John Louttit Rotary Hall at the
Greenhills Management Centre; President Peter and Club Director Rob Butcher being
honoured by having a meeting with the First Lady of Timor-Leste, Kirsty Sword
Gusmao, and being able to present her with a cheque to support the Alola Foundation
which provided Maternity Packs for women in Timor-Leste; and hosting Pride of
Workmanship Awards for Patricia Moronski from Evatt Primary School; Fiona Grant
and Kate Winter from the Clowry Ward at Calvary Hospital, Kandie Allen-Kelly a
social worker and Michael Pratt from the Vision Building Group. Then there was the
annual Xmas Party at the Southwell‘s property at Hall and the Cricket Match against
Yass at Yass, which the Club again lost – although won the fellowship stakes. The
Club also participated in Driver Reviver during the winter months and provided a
BBQ for 700 hungry souls at the Great Australian Bushwalk.

The Club this year was presented with the District Attendance Award and President
Peter acknowledged that this was no doubt achieved through the accurate and timely
submission of weekly attendance figure from Attendance Officer Des Walsh and the
excellent speakers that Ross Wickham had arranged to come to the Club.

To round off the year President Peter accompanied a few others from the Club,
together with their partners, to support former member, Alan Anderson, at the
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Laurieton RC Changeover. Six Presidents or former Presidents of the Club were in
attendance and President Peter commented ―How much better can Rotary get?‖ He‘d
obviously had a wonderful year as President.

Rotary Year 2006/2007
Fred Fawke was no stranger to the role as President of a Rotary club as he had
previously been the President of Canberra-Weston Creek some 10 years ago. His year
saw some interesting innovations which included a request from District Governor
Mick Newling that Clubs within District 9710 twin with another Rotary Club in the
District. The Rotary Club of Belconnen twinned with the Rotary Club of Bombala.
Also Club Director Paula Chadderton arranged a debate at one of the Club‘s
meetings; the topic Is Youth Relevant to Rotary was vigorously debated by PP Peter
Kain and PDG Noel Trevaskis in the affirmative, and PDG Bob Greeney and Rotarian
Michael Pedlar leading the negative. Moderator was PP Peter Oldham and incredibly,
when the motion was put to the vote, the result was a draw – despite evidence to
suggest that a bribe had been offered to the Moderator by one of the parties.

A number of interesting speakers were presented during the course of the year
including UK Rotarian Tom Henderson who gave a background talk about the
Shelterbox Project, Jan Hayes from the East Timor Alola Foundation, Dr Linda Hort
from Oxfam, David Stephenson, who spoke on Children of the Golden Triangle, a
Football Night with Tim Gavel from the ABC Radio, and the National Water
Commission presented by Matt Kendall from the National Water Authority. The
Club‘s own John van Waterschoot spoke about his climb up Mount Kilimanjaro and
Rod Menzies gave a talk on Sydney Trams.
Club members assisted with BBQs for the Sanitarium Kid‟s Triathlon at Bruce
Stadium, at the Great Australian Bush Walk at Pine Island, and at the Cancer
Council‘s Relay for Life also at Bruce Stadium. The Club participated in the Driver
Reviver scheme at Bredbo, a worthy and well recognised community service activity,
and a large number of Club members joined a fellowship trip over the Canberra Day
long weekend to Rutherglen to do some wine tasting – an event that has gained in
popularity in recent years. A visit was also made to the local community radio station
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at ArtSound in Manuka for a tour of the facilities and with presenters providing first
hand information on their activities.
This year the Club sponsored one team from Radford College to attend MUNA, two
students to attend RYLA; one student to attend Honeywell Engineering; one student
to attend the NYSF and two students to attend RYPEN The Club also welcomed back
Exchange Students Megan Volmari from Canada and Brittany Wolfhagen from
Brazil. The King Leggett Award and Citizenship Award were made to a student at
each of Copland College and Lake Ginninderra College respectively. Five Pride of
Workmanship Awards were made.

The Club agreed to the sum of $20,000.00 for the installation of a lifting mechanism
on a vehicle and acquisition of a trailer for the Black Mountain Special School.
During the year other major donations were to the DG‘s Community Support Program
($3,800.00); Snowy Hydro Southcare Helicopter Foundation ($10,000.00); Rotarians
Against

Malaria

($2,500.00);ARHRF

($5,000.00);

the

Rotary

Foundation

($10,000.00); the Spastic Centre ($1920.00) and $12,500.00 to purchase a significant
work of art by the NGA in recognition and honour of the work undertaken by the
Club‘s Phillip McElligott

Five Shelterboxes were also purchased and close to

$18,000.00 was spent on Xmas Hampers (packed as usual by most of the Club
members).

During the year PDG/PP Bob Greeney announced that he was working closely with
the ACT School Volunteer Project providing mentoring for Year 6 students who
require some extra adult attention. The project provides a number of students with a
one hour session each week working with Meccano sets to learn dexterity, logic and
lateral thinking. Each student needs a one-on-one mentor and more are needed. The
Club rallied to Bob‘s request and a number of members are now providing mentoring
assistance; the Club also purchased eight Meccano sets to assist the project.
President Fred had the distinction of seeing the extension to Rotary Cottage
completed and, on the 16th March 2007. invited the former Governor-General, Sir
William Deane, to open the extended facility. In his address His Excellency reflected
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on the achievements of RI and the wonderful community work undertaken by the
Club. A red letter day for President Fred and the Club.
President Fred concluded his year by stating that ―to say the year was busy is perhaps
an understatement‖.162

Rotary Year 2007/2008
Warren Karle had the distinction of becoming the youngest President of the Rotary
Club of Belconnen to date, but he wasn‘t going to let grass grow under his feet.
Bringing a great vitality to management of the Club, President Warren was able to see
the membership grow from 36 members to 42 during his year, the fourth largest
membership increase in District 9710. It also saw Belconnen grow from 13th to the 8th
largest Rotary club in the District and, as Warren so rightly claimed ―provides us with
encouragement to seek more members in the years ahead‖.163 The Club continued to
support the Rotary Foundation with a donation of $10,000.00; it also supported
ARHRF with a donation of $5,000.00, ROMAC ($1,000.00) and PolioPlus
($5,000.00). The Club hosted GYE student Angielynne Dalin from Canada and
Ambassadorial Scholar Ashleigh Barnes from the United States.

Considerable

support was also provided to several local organisations including a donation of about
$17,000.00 to Karinya House for mothers and babies to assist with the purchase of a
vehicle for transporting mothers and children between accommodation and healthcare
facilities. $10,000.00 was donated to the Shepherd Centre to assist with the purchase
of a range of materials that enable therapists to quickly and accurately identify and
diagnose language disorders and screen infants for hearing problems. The Spastic
Centre ACT was provided with $8,000.00 for the purchase of therapy chairs and
Marymead child and Family Centre was donated $5,000.00 to assist in the fit-out of
new counselling rooms. Xmas Hampers were again packed by Club members with
220 being distributed locally and a further 55 delivered by Club members to
Weethalle in recognition of the continuing drought and its impact on our country
friends.

162
163

President‘s Report for 2006-07
President‘s Report in the Annual Report 2007-2008, page 2.
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Fellowship has always been an important part of the social framework of the Club and
President Warren planned a program that maximised opportunities for fellowship and
service with events such as a steam engine trip to Bungendore, a combined Rotary
and Inner Wheel Christmas Party, a Canberra Repertory theatre evening and the
annual cricket match against the Rotary Club of Yass. Vocational visits were made to
Viper Sports, where proprietor Natalie Berney explained how her business was
established and operates, and to the CIT School of Hospitality, where a joint meeting
with Belconnen Inner Wheel, enjoyed a tour of the school facilities followed by a
meal cooked by the students. On a sadder note the Club was honoured to visit the
National Gallery of Australia and present a work by artist Malaluba Gumana from
Yirrkala in East Arnhem Land in memory of former Club member Philip McElligott,
a guiding force behind the establishment of the Rotary Collection of Art in support of
emerging artists at the NGA. Special guest was Philip‘s wife Beryl and 16 members
of the McElligott family; a fitting tribute to a true gentleman and an outstanding
Rotarian.
Young people in the local community were supported with three teams being
sponsored at MUNA (Daniel Perez and Roy Sangah from Copland College, Tenzin
Szabo and Priscilla Oseintim from Lake Ginninderra College and Isabella Goyne and
Simon Klein from Hawker College). Four students were sponsored at RYPEN, three
students at RYLA, one student (Siaw-Yean Woon) at the NYSF and three students at
SSE. The King Leggett Award at Copland College and the Rotary Club of Belconnen
Award at Lake Ginninderra College were presented to a year 12 student who had
demonstrated academic and citizenship excellence at each college.

Pride of

Workmanship awards were made to Carol Blyth of Kidstart Education and Activity
Centre and to Anne Redmayne, Joanne Cole and Narelle Tankey of the Evatt Surgery.

The Club again sponsored villages in Papua New Guinea through Rotary Against
Malaria, providing several villages on Bougainville with insectide impregnated bednets providing protection against malaria carrying mosquitoes. Two Shelterboxes
were funded and the Club learnt that an earlier Shelterbox purchased by the Club had
been sent to Burma as part of the emergency relief effort after a major cyclone in
April 2008. It is worth noting that while the military junta in Burma made entry very
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difficult for most Western aid organisations, RI was allowed in to the country almost
immediately.
PDG Bob Greeney became the Club‘s second recipient of a Rotary International Four
Avenues of Service Citation, reflecting Bob‘s contribution to RI over many years.
The continuing efforts of Club members and their families throughout President
Warren‘s year were recognised by RI with the awarding of a Presidential Citation.
Another great year for the Club.

Rotary Year 2008/2009
President Tony Trumble was another of the younger breed of Rotarians who brought a
great dynamism to the Club which resulted in a net gain of four in membership during
his year; seven new members were inducted, which included some in the younger age
profile and bringing the number of women in the Club to eleven (23.9%).

As

President Tony so rightly noted ―younger members and women are the key to the
future growth of Rotary and Belconnen is part of that growth‖. Three members were
lost to the Club including, sadly, PDG Jack Fitzpatrick whose death was sudden and
unexpected. Jack had been a stalwart of RI at several Rotary Clubs over many years
and had maintained his 100% attendance to the end.

An innovation for attracting new members to the Club was developed by PP Warren
Karle who organised a stand at the Belconnen Community Fair with some success.
Advertising yourself obviously has its benefits.
The Club celebrated its 38th birthday this year and for the first time no Charter
member was present. PP David Southern, being the earliest PP able to attend, was
invited to cut the cake. The guest speaker was Mia Börjesson, mother of Swedish
exchange student Oskar Mikaelsson. PP Fred Fawke was accorded one of the highest
RI awards, Four Avenues of Service Citation, in recognition of outstanding service
over many years as a Rotarian at club and district level.

Through continuing efforts the Club was able to donate $10,000.00 to the Rotary
Foundation and contributed $5,000.00 through the Rotary Club of Bega as the Club‘s
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contribution to their matching grant application with the Rotary Club of Lodz, Poland,
towards the purchase of a wheel chair access bus for transporting young adults with
disabilities to and from Lodz Special School. District 9710 had sent a GSE to Poland,
lead by Eva Taylor of the RC of Bega, who identified the need. The Club also
donated $2,000.00 to assist with the purchase of a bus for the Go Vap Orphanage in
Vietnam to assist in the transport of children to school. Additionally the Club assisted
Calvary Hospital in a project to help improve mental health services in Vietnam by
donating $3,500.00 to cover the cost of airfares for two mental health professionals to
travel between Vietnam and Australia for a four week educational visit. Through the
strong coordinating efforts of PP Fred Fawke the Club was able to channel donations
from a number of organisations and individuals to finance two Shelterboxes at a cost
of $2,400.00.
Pride of Workmanship Awards were presented to Aaron Bartlett and Trent Abson
from Go-Lo for their assistance with the purchase of goods for the Xmas Hampers; to
Nancy Harrison of the Coffees On at the Macquarie Shops who helps revive the Clubs
intrepid Meccano helpers at Macquarie Primary School; to Nick Hall who manages
A.O. Automatic Doors and Gates for his exemplary workmanship; to Byron Couch of
Kennards for providing transport that enabled Club members deliver Xmas Hampers
to Weethalle and to Rodney toll of Rodney‟s Nursery in Pialligo for his hosting a
vocational visit by Club members and providing the perfect example of a small
business thriving in a highly competitive market.

Youth was supported through sponsorship of two students to RYLA, four students to
RYPEN, two students to Siemens Summer Experience, one team each Copland Melba
College and Lake Ginninderra College to MUNA, and two students from St Francis
Xavier College to attend the Murray Darling School of Freshwater Research. The UC
Award, which aims to promote international understanding, goodwill and peace, was
made to Sally Mary Luff to assist her travel in South America. The King Leggett
award for academic and citizenship excellence at Melba Copland College was made
to Hannah Robinson and the academic and citizenship excellence award at Lake
Ginninderra College went to Jessica Ewers. The Canberra Repertory Scholarship was
awarded to a young woman who is now studying at Charles Sturt University.
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Major support was provided to Cranleigh School where $13,000.00 was donated to fit
out the Garden of Delights which provided visual and physical stimulation for the
children with special needs who attended this school. $13,000.00 was also spent on
220 Xmas hampers for the less well off in the Belconnen community and a further 50
hampers were provided for the people of Weethalle in NSW who were still doing it
tough through the continuing drought. The Club also provided soil to the Charnwood
Dunlop Primary School for a flower bed, attended a Rotary working bee to plant trees
at Greenhills, assisted the Kippax Uniting Church collect furniture for an auction,
participated in the Relay for Life (including cooking breakfast for the walkers and
runners who spent the night at the AIS) and organised numerous barbecues for local
community events.

Early in 2009 bushfires devastated many areas of Victoria and the Club responded by
donating site fees and gate donations at TnT to the Red Cross to assist victims of the
bushfires. Additionally, a collection was made at the Jamison Centre which realised
$4830.00 for the family of an ACT fire-fighter who died in Victoria while fighting the
fires and a truckload of oats, barley and hay (costing $16,000.00) was provided for
emergency feed for farm animals in the bushfire affected areas that would otherwise
have starved.
Another auspicious year!

Rotary Year 2009/2010
Incoming President Len Glare started his year with a bang, announcing expenditure
on three items; $10,000.00 to the Spastic Centre A.C.T. to enable teenagers with
cerebral palsy to attend a Youth Connect camp, noting that for many of these
teenagers, this will be their first ―sleepover‖; approximately $13,400.00 for Clare
Holland House to purchase critical items of equipment; and a large screen TV and icemaking machine for the use of patients attending the Calvary Hospital Chemotherapy
Facility.

Pride of Workmanship Awards were made to Jonathon Taylor for his support to PP
Peter Kain in preparing the itinerary booklet for the Arizona GSE Team; to Elysha
McKay, School Chaplain at Macquarie Primary School, for her work in coordinating
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students in the Meccano mentor programme at that school (a programme highly
supported by members of the Club); to Robina Jeffs, Student Coordinator at Latham
Primary School, for her work in coordinating students in the Meccano mentor
programme at that school; the Macquarie Discount Pharmacy for their dedicated
service to their community and clients; to Cristal Elford, Store Support Manager at
Coles Jamison, for support given to the Holy Covenant Church in Jamison; and to the
Zita Mary Oncology Clinic at Calvary Hospital for empathetic and caring service and
assistance to cancer sufferers attending that clinic.
Youth again featured significantly in Club support, with Brandon Hinds of the
Burgmann Anglican School being selected to attend the NYSF. Jessica Morton of the
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research was selected to attend
RYLA and a CIT Scholarship, called the Russ Mears Memorial Award, was made to
Matika Maloney of Hawker College to assist her with her fees at the CIT. Eight
students sponsored by the Club attended RYPEN and applications were received for
the Honeywell Engineering Summer School.

GSE Teams from China and Arizona attended Club meetings and gave presentations
on their vocations. PP Peter Kain was selected to lead a reciprocal GSE Team visit to
Arizona, which was very successful.

The annual cricket match against the Rotary Club of Yass was held at the Mullion on
the 21 February 2010, which Belconnen lost despite a Man of the Match performance
by Lynton Dixon.

A decision was taken to seek an alternate venue following advice from the caters at
the Belconnen Soccer Club of a significant increase in the cost of meals at that venue
and on the 10 February 2010 the Club moved to the Southern Cross Club at Jamison –
right opposite the site of the Trash and Treasure Market.

And talking of TnT, income for the Rotary year totalled $192,797.00. The Rotary
Clubs of Ginninderra and Woden Daybreak provided valuable assistance and the
Rotary Club of Mitchell-Gungahlin provided the cleaning service.

The TnT

Committee met regularly on site to attend to minor repairs to equipment and replace
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trailer signage and poles. An increase in crowd numbers put pressure on car-parking
and the lack of toilet facilities continued to cause problems which were discussed with
the ACT Government.
Major projects for the year were support for the ACT Spastic Centre, to which a
$10,000.00 donation was made, the Olivia Lambert Neuroblastoma Appeal
($5,000.00), ACT Life Education ($6,000.00) and $5,000.00 was donated to the
ARHRF. Xmas Hamper packing was again a very successful Club activity with about
160 hampers being packed with sumptuous goodies for those less well off in the
Belconnen community. Additionally, seven Shelterboxes were funded by the Club.
The Club also became involved with the Rotary Club of Woden ACT in The Western
Desert Health Project to provide a dialysis facility at Kintore, an aboriginal
community 530kms west of Alice Springs near the Western Australian border. The
Project is approved by RAWCS and has attracted matching grants from the Rotary
Foundation and Rotary District 3650 in Korea. Several Canberra and Wagga clubs
have supported the Project and our Club became involved by locating a local ACT
plumber who agreed to install and connect water, waste facilities and specialised
services for the dialysis units. President Elect Rod Menzies, fellow Rotarian Leo
Farrelly met up with PP George Ellem in Sydney and spent several days in April 2010
at Kintore, alongside the team leader from the RC of Woden Daybreak, assisting the
plumber. Further work with this Project is planned for the future.
Two particularly important decisions were taken towards the end of President Len‘s
year. One was to investigate the feasibility of purchasing property to provide an
alternative income stream to Trash and Treasure so that the Club (and the community
served) would have some protection against the loss of, or reduction in, income from
that source. The other was to immediately set aside 20% of the income from Trash
and Treasure in a project account.
As in many of the past years, Guest Speakers at Club meetings formed a major part of
President Len‘s year. These included a feast of well-known (and some not so wellknown) people including Mr Bob Dunstone, who spoke on Brave Little Belgium:
Survival During WW1 Occupation; Mr Peter Phillips of ACTPLA, who spoke on
Belconnen Street Names; Dr Pauline Bryant of the ANU (What‟s Happening to the
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Australian Language?); Mr Athol Yates (Homeland Security); Professor Clive
Williams of the ANU (Somali Piracy); Gina Hall (Dame Zara Holt); our own Lynton
Dixon (ADF Effort in Stabilising the Solomon Islands); Mrs A.J. Steer (Sorcery and
Witchcraft), and a host of others from local organisations.

In November, the now traditional Melbourne Cup lunch at the home of President Len
was celebrated with many members and their partners and friends and, finally, a
vocational visit was made to Artsound where members and their partners and friends
were shown how a community radio station works.

Yet another full and successful year which President Len was happy to acknowledge
that he had enjoyed. He noted in his final report that he was particularly proud to
have been in a group of Presidents to receive the award of Citizen of the Year 2010
from the ACT Chief Minister to the Rotary Clubs of Canberra.

Rotary Year 2010/2011
And so to the fortieth year of the Rotary Club of Belconnen. At the club changeover
dinner on the 30 June 2010, President Rod Menzies‘s first official duty was to
welcome PDG Len Goodman to the podium. The PDG paid a glowing tribute to the
Club‘s consistent performance and contribution over the years and, at the conclusion
of his address, presented a Presidential Citation to PP Len Glare in recognition of his
successful year as President. An auspicious start to President Rod‘s year.
During President Rod‘s year, he and Vice-President Peter gave a talk on the what/how
of the Rotary Club of Belconnen to about fifty members of the Belconnen Probus
Club. A great way to keep in touch with the older members of our community.
But there is little doubt that Rod‘s year will be remembered through the Club‘s
‗Kintore Project‘ which is linked to the Western Desert Health Project, a project being
managed by the Rotary Club of Woden ACT. This will provide a dialysis facility at
Kintore 530kms west of Alice Springs near the WA Border. Starting in 2007 the work
was expected to take 5 years. The Project is approved by RAWCS and has attracted
matching grants from The Rotary Foundation and Rotary District 3650 in Korea

247
totaling $US25,000.00.

Several Canberra and Wagga clubs have supported the

Project and it has also attracted a Commonwealth Grant.

The Western Desert

Nganampa Walytja Palyantjaku Tjutaku (WDNWPT) Aboriginal Corporation was
established basically to help people of the Western Desert (Yanangu) communities
who are on dialysis. Kintore is in their homelands, but unfortunately those requiring
dialysis treatments must move to Alice Springs. Here, with nowhere to live but the
Todd River and with no family support, their survival is short.
The WDNWPT initially raised funds to help their community by holding an auction
of Western Desert Paintings by the Art Gallery of NSW. So far there is a temporary
dialysis unit in the medical clinic at Kintore. Currently, at a house in Alice Springs,
the WDNWPT provides the only training and services for community based dialysis
in Central Australia. The Western Desert Health Project will provide an approved
standard, four unit dialysis facility which will include nurses accommodation and
training facilities at Kintore. Outside there will be facilities for family members and a
will be established. All this is part of the long term goal to reduce the incidence of
kidney failure and improve the health of future generations.

The Club got involved by identifying a plumber in Canberra who could help on the
project. A working party was established whose job was to assist this plumber install
and connect water, waste facilities and specialised services for the dialysis units. This
was a successful undertaking and the next job to be conducted later on in 2011 will be
to establish the vegetable/bush tucker garden. A wonderful project with which we are
proud to be associated with.

Another innovation introduced on a trial basis by President Rod was an Associate
Program. The development of the Associate Program had its genesis in a similar
proposal to Rotary International‘s Council on Legislation. It is based on the very
successful ―Orange Daybreak Associate Program‖. This program was introduced to
encourage people interested in Rotary, but who do not have the time at the moment to
become full members, to participate as volunteers in some Rotary activities. The
Board of Directors of the Rotary Club of Belconnen agreed:
1. To introduce an Associate Program to allow another avenue for membership
growth.
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2. Associates will pay a reduced fee of 25% of normal club fees. Fees will cover
administration and the cost of a dinner badge. Associates will not have voting rights
and will not be able to hold a position on the Club Board.
3. Participation in the Associate Program will be by invitation of the Board and
reviewed by the Board at six monthly intervals. At any time a participant in the
Associate Program can be invited by the Board to become a member of the Club.
4. The Board and each Associate will agree on the minimum number of Club
activities in which the Associate will be involved. As a guide, the expectation would
be to attend an average of one Club meeting a month, two social events a year and
become involved in two Club projects.
5. The number of Associates cannot exceed 25% of the Rotarian membership of the
Club.
6. Current and former Rotarians cannot become Associates of the Club.
It will be interesting to monitor the progress of this scheme but already two new
Associates have been inducted into the Club.

The annual cricket match against the RC of Yass once again took place at the Mullion
with a host of ring-ins on both teams. The result – a draw – was probably the right
result this year, with fellowship being cemented yet again with Yass Rotarians and
their partners and friends.

The Club continues to support the Rotary Art Collection at the NGA with $5,000.00
presented to the Curator of Australian Prints and Drawings, Sarina Noordhuis-Fairfax,
by President Rod in the company of members David Bennison and Peter Oldham.
Support was also provided to Canberra Repertory with $3,000.00 being the Club‘s
contribution to the Theatre Player‘s Scholarship, awarded this year to young actor
James O‘Connell. The annual contribution of $10,000.00 to the Rotary Foundation
was made with a request made to RI that this be applied on a 60/40 split between RI
and Polio Plus. Five Pride of Workmanship Awards and seven certificates were
presented to a host of worthy recipients from the local community.
The Club, through PP Len Glare, nominated Nola Hennessy as an ‗inspirational
woman‘, a RI project. Nola has a strong interest in peace and she achieved entry to
the final selection process to be held in Sydney, in the presence of RI President Ray
Klinginsmith and his wife Julie. The Club awaits the judge‘s decision with keen
interest.
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One student from Kaleen High School, Rhiarn Crombie was sponsored to attend
RYPEN with others to attend later in the Rotary year. Travis Leemhuis attended
RYLA and spoke glowingly to the Club about this being his best life experience so
far. Dominic Weiller was the Club‘s representative at NYSF and is a young person
worth watching; he will be a great physicist one day – watch this space. Rebecca
Dawson was also selected to attend RYLA but got caught up in the Queensland floods
in Rockhampton and missed out on the recent course; she hopes to attend a RYLA
camp next year.
And even though President Rod‘s year is not yet completed it is also fitting to close
out his successful year with the refurbishment work undertaken by Club members at
Rotary Cottage. A working bee is currently being organised to tidy up the property
and undertake renovations where necessary. It‘s hard to believe that fifteen years
have passed since Rotary Cottage was opened.
One would be tempted to describe President Rod‘s year as the ‗Year of Disasters‘.
Disastrous floods in Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia and northern New South
Wales; the largest cyclone ever to hit Queensland; bushfires just outside Perth in
Western Australia and, to cap it off, a large earthquake in Christchurch, New Zealand
(where two of the Club‘s members had family living and who fortunately survived the
experience). The Club was able to respond appropriately to requests for cash appeals
for each of these events and, with organisational skills and contacts, and liaising with
local Rotary people, member Mary Cruickshank and her partner Robert were able to
arrange to personally deliver reading material to the Grantham primary school that
had been devastated in the floods. As can be imagined they were made very welcome
by the staff and children. A similar project is underway with the Murrabit Primary
School in Victoria, which has also suffered from flooding.
To wrap this all up, on the 8th December 2010, a fellowship evening, an unheard of
event in the history of the Club occurred; neither the Serjeant-at-Arms nor President
Rod formally closed the meeting. In legal terms this meant the meeting went on ad
infinitum and the President could have been called upon to provide the port ad
infinitum. That he wasn‘t is a tribute to the camaraderie and goodwill of members,
which is how it all started some forty years ago.
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Quo Vadis?
Chapter Eleven
A significant birthday is a good time to reflect on the past and look to the future. It
would be too easy to say that the Rotary Club of Belconnen is successful because of
the Trash and Treasure market.

It is far more than this.

Fellowship plays an

important part of any good Rotary Club and the Club has had the benefits of its
members, families and friends working and playing closely together for all of its
existence. It is probably a good indicator that many members are still in contact with
overseas Exchange Students from many years ago e.g. Sonja Heller (Finland),
Putriana Damayanty (Indonesia), Shu-Lin Yeh (Taiwan), Kathy Heldorfer (USA),
Ashleigh Barnes (USA), Inga Osberghaus (Germany), Klemens Ferschli (Austria) and
Mila Umino (Japan). The Club‘s very first Exchange Student, Darragh Lee Stone,
from the USA and now married to an Australian, hopes to attend the Club‘s 40th
birthday party. This surely signifies what RI is all about; people committed to making
the world a better place and helping achieve peace through understanding one other.
Additionally members participate in many of the Club‘s extra curricular activities
such as theatre shows and the Canberra Day long weekend trip to places of interest in
New South Wales and Victoria. The Club is also lucky in being able to call on
excellent speakers for its meetings from all levels of government, Federal, State
(primarily NSW) and local (ACT), the arts, science, humanities, the universities and
other educational institutions, as well as from local businesses.
There is no doubt, however, that the Club‘s Trash and Treasure market has been the
significant driver of the activities of the Club. From its proceeds we have been able to
deliver services to the community of over $4.5 million.

This equates to nearly

$7million?? in today‘s terms.

Aside from our profits, other Rotary clubs have benefited, as well as stallholders and
the Jamison shopkeepers. A number of Rotary clubs have assisted on the market day,
Canberra North, Ginninderra, Woden, Weston Creek, Canberra City, Gungahlin,
Mitchell-Gungahlin, Hall, Tuggeranong and Canberra South, and hopefully these
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close relationships with other Rotary clubs will continue. The many thousands of
people who support the market each Sunday bring trade to the local shopkeepers too,
and hopefully this will continue. Without the continuing support of the stallholders
the market would not be as popular as it is, and many of these people have been
regulars for years. They have ensured that the market has become a tradition in
Belconnen every Sunday of the year (unless Christmas Day falls on a Sunday when
the market does not open).

The large stream of income that has been generated by the market has been
particularly helpful in funding big ticket items, such as Girrahween Lodge, Rotary
Cottage, and the Shepherd Centre, which would have been outside the reach of a
Service Club with less money. At the next level of funding, we have been able to
make relatively ad hoc donations to disaster appeals as well as things like motor
vehicles and buses for local deserving organisations and our ongoing support of
Christmas hampers, the Rotary Art Collection at the NGA and so on.

But what of the future? There is no doubt that there is pressure building from a
number of quarters to have the market relocated from its present site. Several years
ago the government flagged that it would like to sell off part of the car park for
residential units. After representations by the Club, the government of the day did not
go ahead with this plan, but the possibility is always there. One only has to look at
the developments in car parks elsewhere in the city.

While it is relatively easy to say that we could move elsewhere in Belconnen,
exhaustive searching by us and the ACT Planning Authority some 5 years ago did not
come up with a viable alternative. So we may simply have to shut our doors. The
Club, indeed Rotary in the ACT and many of the organisations which we support
would then be facing significant cash shortfalls.

There appear to be two avenues open:

Firstly, ensure that government and the community are aware of just how significant
the markets are, and thus allow us to remain in our present spot. This is not as easy as
it may appear as many are not aware of the symbiotic relationship between Rotary
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donations and the Trash and Treasure market. We must improve our marketing
strategy.

Secondly, we can accept the challenge and generate long term income from other
sources. The Club‘s Board has been looking into this for quite some time and has this
year agreed, with member‘s approval, to diversify into purchase of a rental property.
This will not generate income for major projects for a number of years.

These developments aside, the Club is well rooted in the ideals of Rotary serving the
community and in fellowship among members, their families and beyond. These
attributes established and honed from the very outset of the Club, have held it in good
stead and in outstanding performance to the benefit of the community. It can be
confidently predicted that they will continue to be the mainstay of the Club‘s ethos
and activities and will remain the basis for its future endeavours however and to
whatever extent the Club is resourced.

Like any organisation Rotary clubs have to keep working hard to ensure their
relevance in today‘s society. The Rotary Club of Belconnen is no exception and its
Board and members continue to change and adapt as circumstances require. The
authors of this publication are proud to be members of a great organisation as, they
are sure, are all the members, past and present, of the Club.

---------------------------------------------------------------
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RESOURCE AND SOURCE MATERIAL
Introduction
Sources used for compiling this history included documents held in the archives of the
Rotary Club of Canberra- Belconnen and its renamed Rotary Club of Belconnen.
They included Club Bulletins, Club Board Minutes, Club Annual or Presidential
Reports and Minutes and notes from the meetings of various Club Directorates. Other
sources included recollections of selected members, records and memorabilia from
some members and records taken from the Rotary District 9710 web site.
Unfortunately the archival records of the Clubs are not complete. The keeping of
records for archival purposes was never a properly administered and regulated
function throughout the Clubs history. From time to time members volunteered to act
as historians and/or to keep Club records. In many cases this was diligently
undertaken but the nature of the task and the vastitudes of attendance at all meetings
and the problems of ensuring that relevant information went to the person responsible,
inevitably led to there being substantial gaps in record keeping. Again no systematic
filing system was employed and hence records tended to be kept in boxes and
inevitably lost or mislaid. It is a tribute to those concerned that many records are still
available. A serious blow to the retention of records occurred during the 1970s when,
it is believed, many original records being held by a member in his office were lost or
destroyed when he moved office. It is also a tribute to the substantial work effort in
culling of records undertaken recently by club members Peter Oldham, Rod Menzies
and John van Waterschoot, that the records retained are apposite to the Club‘s
activities without duplication of copies.
The writers are indebted to information from earlier Club histories viz; a Club History
compiled by John Faux with photos by David Southern that covered the early years of
the Club. This history contained original copies of some initial documents including
the letter advising of the chartering of the club and its first Constitution. A second
Club History compiled by Hans Milton and published first on the 17 April 1991 on
the occasion of the Club‘s 20th birthday contained substantial information relating to
Rotary programs and to the Clubs involvement and contribution to them and to the
wider community. It focused especially on benefits gained from the Club‘s Trash and
Treasure Market and on overseas work in furthering Rotary undertaken by Club
members particularly to China and Russia.
Club Bulletins
Club Bulletins were written usually by a nominated Club member (Bulletin Editor)
for virtually every meeting of the Club. It usually covered the program for that
evening, a report on the previous weeks meeting, forthcoming events, topical matters
including Club activities and work (but not all of the Clubs work was recorded).
Occasionally, due to absences of the Bulletin editor or for other reasons, a Bulletin
was not published although the Club always made strenuous efforts to have a
replacement or stand in editor where possible. The Bulletin is the Club newspaper
and relied on by members for much of the Club information and a source of Club
spirit. The Bulletin also often included general information about Rotary itself and as
is the nature of such publications it usually included some jokes and humorous
comments attributable to members and their actions/words. It was typically an
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informative and folksy weekly publication. Again because of its weekly publication
and the difficulties associated with club historians mentioned above, copies did not
always make it to the club archives. However, it quickly became a Club practice for
the incoming President to present on behalf of the Club a complete copy of ‗his‘
year‘s Bulletins to the outgoing President as a memento of his year. A second copy
was also presented to the Club historian for archival purposes. This practise became a
tradition for many years but for reasons unexplained it ceased after the conclusion of
2003-04 and no consolidated copies of the Bulletin have been presented to the
outgoing Presidents from 2004-05 or were consigned to archives. Unfortunately not
all annually consolidated Bulletins have been retained in the archives but the writers
are indebted to some Past Presidents and past Bulletin Editors who have provided the
writers with their copies of their year‘s Bulletins.
Club Board Minutes
Club Board Minutes exist for some years but not all. Generally about 50% of the
period has some Club Board Minute records retained. None exist from before 1975.
Annual/Presidential Reports.
At each changeover the out going President delivered his Report. Copies of many of
these Reports remain in the archives and were a valuable source of factual material.
Unlike the Club Bulletin, they usually were less folksy about the nature of the Club
and its intra club activities, but the combination of both sources were important tools
in endeavouring to provide a word picture of the Club‘s happenings both within the
Club and for its ‗Service above Self‘ activities.
Club Directorate Minutes
There are very few of these records held in Club archives. Clearly it seemed to
depend on the direction from the President for the year as to the compilation of these
records and their retention. Some are still held by various members in current
working documents within Directorates. In the main Club Directorate decisions but
not their considerations in regard to programs and service some of which of course
were not proceeded with, were reported to and by the Board in Board Minutes.
Other Documents
The Club usually published special Bulletins or Programs for such occasions as Club
Birthdays, and Club Changeovers. These records are not complete either, as not all of
them are held in Club archives, but some missing from archives (but not all) have
been provided by various members. A similar situation exists for Club Directories
usually published annually or twice per year and for other Club publications and
information published from time to time.
Interviews
Brain Daniell, the Charter President and the only remaining charter member still
involved with the Club, David Southern (and his wife Wendy) a long time member
and substantial contributor to Club and Rotary activities, Jack Fitzpatrick an early
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member and the second Club member to be appointed as District Governor and one of
the members who visited the Soviet Union, Bob Greeney again a long time member
and significant contributor to club and Rotary activities and the third District
Governor from the Club and Malcolm Ferguson, who again was an early member and
a strong contributor to the Club and was particularly involved in the establishment
and early running and record keeping of Trash and Treasure all kindly consented to be
interviewed by the writers. Alan Anderson, now living some distance from Canberra
kindly forwarded some records he held and written information on some of his
recollections, in particular the Rotary Exchange Students hosted by the Club and
functions held at his and Helen‘s property in Canberra, ‗Pine Ridge‘.
Sources used by Chapters
The availability for each year varied substantially. The main sources consulted for
each year are listed below but inevitability there is some overlap by years and
information sources across several years.
Chapter Two (1970 – June 1972)
Club Bulletins from No. 1 (17 November 1970) to No 72 (21 June 1972) provided by
Brian Daniell + verbal evidence from Charter president Brian Daniell
Club Changeover Document for June 1972Initial Club History
Chapter Three (July 1972 – June 1973)
There was little primary source material available for this year.
Club Bulletins generally for the period were not available (or could not be found).
Club Changeover document for June 1973.
Initial Club History
Chapter Four (July 1973 - June 1974)
Club Bulletins provided by David Southern Bulletin editor. Missing were 4 Bulletins
from Christmas period when David was away.
Verbal information from David and Wendy Southern.
Information from Alan Anderson.
Chapter Five (July 1974 - June 1975)
Presidents Report from President Ron Morrison delivered at Club Changeover.
Chapter Six (July 1975 - June 1978)
President‘s Reports and those Club Bulletins and Board Reports that were available.
Chapter Seven (July 1978 - June 1979)
President‘s Reports and those Club Bulletins and Board Reports that were available.
Chapter Eight (July 1979 - June 1982)
President‘s Reports and those Club Bulletins and Board Reports that were available.
Chapter Nine (July 1982 – June 2000)
President‘s Reports and those Club Bulletins and Board Reports that were available.
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Chapter Ten (July 2000 – March 2011)
President‘s Reports and those Club Bulletins and Board Reports and Minutes that
were available.
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Annex A
Rotary Club of Canberra – Belconnen
Charter Members
Brian Daniell
Pat Walsh
Jack Rapley
Bill Simington
Ray Barnes
Fyfe Bygrave
Ron Morrison
Noel Cooper
John Scutt
John Faux
Jack Peters
Eric Dukes
Russell Mears
Max Weeks
Jim Donaldson
Don Munro
Chris Perryman
Allen Edwards
John Lott
Alex Norquay
John de Plater
Les Heaton
Bob Smethills

President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Attendance
Bulletin editor
Classifications
Fellowship
Membership
Programmes
Sergeant-at-Arms

Pharmacy
Education Colleges - Laboratories
Pharmaceutical Chemical Manager
Banking
Shopping Centre Management
Education Universities -Biochemistry
Automobile Parts Retailing
Communications
Education Colleges – Administration
Education – Primary Schools
Real Estate
Education- School Inspector
Education –Primary Schools
Petroleum Marketing Wholesale
Christianity - Protestantism
Newspaper Publishing
Building Construction Finance
Solicitor
Architecture
Agricultural Extension
Accounting Service
Public Administration (Electoral)
Physician

It is noteworthy that that DG Keith Grainger was queried by RI in regard to some of
the original Classifications of Charter members in particular those with some form of
classification associated with Education. DG Keith wrote in reply at length on
30 January 1971, to describe the educational institutions in Canberra, including
schools and the places that all of the education related Charter members held within
them. The classifications that resulted are those shown above which varied somewhat
from those originally submitted. It appears that RI Evanston USA was concerned
about the terminology and probably confused over the original submissions. When
explained and put into ‗American‘ understood educational terminology, all were
agreed. Jim Donaldson who was a Presbyterian minister also caused some concern in
Evanston. Originally his classification was submitted as ‗Religion Presbyterian‘
however after Evanston had a go at it, the result shown above was decided.
At the same time DG Keith had to justify why the Club had a break in meetings over
the Christmas/New year period of 1970-1971. DG Keith also noted that with the
growth occurring in Belconnen ―I think it will be only a few years before another club
can be formed in the area.164

164

DG Keith Grainger letter to Mr Kendall Young, RI, Evanston, dated 30 January 1971.
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Annex B
Past Presidents
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11

Brian Daniell
Ted Armstrong
Pat Walsh
Ron Morrison
John Smith
King Leggett
Russ Mears
Mal Ferguson
Ted Short
Alan Anderson
Garry Baker
Allan Forster
Merv Adams
David Southern
Bob Greeney
Vern Davies
Harold Wall / Merv Adams
Ross Watch
Ian Roseby
Peter Wilden
John Sheldrick
Rod Gardiner
David Townsend
Jack Fitzpatrick
Peter Kain
Bob Greeney
George Ellem
John van Waterschoot
Paul O‘Connor
Ross Wickham
Judith Ellem
Duncan Jamieson
Gillian McFeat
John Sheldrick
Peter Oldham
Fred Fawke
Warren Karle
Tony Trumble
Len Glare
Rod Menzies
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Annex C
ROTARY CLUB OF BELCONNEN – BOARDS
& OTHER DUTIES
1971 – 1972
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Classifications
Fellowship
Membership
Programmes
Serjeant-at-Arms

Brian Daniell
Pat Walsh
Jack Rapley / Ted Armstrong
Bill Simington
Ray Barnes
Fyfe Bygrave
Ron Morrison
Noel Cooper
John Scutt
John Faux
Jack Peters
Eric Dukes
Russell Mears
Max Weeks

1972 – 1973
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Ted Armstrong
John de Plater
Pat Walsh
Bill Simington
Brian Daniell
John Lott
Ron Morrison
Les Heaton
Jim Donaldson
John Smith
Victor Crittenden

1973 – 1974
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Pat Walsh
Ted Short
Ron Morrison
Bill Simington
Ted Armstrong
John Smith
Brian Daniell
Jack Fitzpatrick
Noel Cooper
Les Wood
David Southern
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1974 - 1975
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors

Ron Morrison
Ted Short
John Smith
Bob Smethills
Bill Simington
Pat Walsh
Alan Anderson
Peter Zakharoff
Mal Ferguson
Don Monroe
Vic Crittenden
Alex Norquay & Jack Faux

1975 - 1976
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash & Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors

John Smith
Ted Short
Bob Smethills
Russ Mears
Ron Morrison
Len Stonebridge
Mal Ferguson
King Leggett
Ron Morrison
Les Wood
Ross Cornell
Don Munroe / Les Heaton

1976 - 1977
President
Secretary
Vice-President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

King Leggett
David Southern
Russ Mears
Mal Ferguson
Cliff Keyworth / Bruce Sharp
John Smith
Len Stonebridge
Allan Forster
Brian Daniell
Rod Southwell
Roy Green
Bill Spinks
Alistair Christie / Pat Walsh

1977 - 1978
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer

Russ Mears
Vic Crittenden
Mal Ferguson
Ted Short
Rod Jory
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Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

King Leggett
Bruce Upton
Garry Baker
Max Klemke
Fyfe Bygrave
Jim Peters
Alan Anderson

1978 - 1979
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Mal Ferguson
Harry Phillep
Ted Short
Alan Anderson
John Denyer
Russ Mears
Merv Adams
Ted Armstrong
Col Makin
Don Munroe
Cliff Keyworth
Stan Burns

1979 - 1980
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Ted Short
John Denyer
Alan Anderson
Allan Forester
Pat Walsh
Mal Ferguson
Garry Baker
Col Makin
Bruce Upton
David Southern
Bob Greeney
Ted Armstrong

1980 - 1981
President
Secretary
Vice-President + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Public Relations

Alan Anderson
Bob Greeney
Garry Baker
Pat Walsh
Ted Short
Brian Daniell
David Southern
Harry Phillips
Peter Zacharoff
Mal Ferguson
Harold Wall/Ken Barnett
Allan Forster
King Leggett
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1981 - 1982
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Garry Baker
Bob Greeney
Allan Forster
Pat Walsh
Alan Anderson
Vern Davies
Les Heaton
Laurie Banks
Russ Mears
Jeff Payne
Les Wood/Bob Gough
John Osborn

1982 - 1983
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Allan Forster
Jeff Payne
Merv Adams
Pat Walsh
Garry Baker
John Osborn
Jack Fitzpatrick
Bob Greeney
Ken Barnett
Alan Anderson
Norm Helson
Hans Milton

1983 - 1984
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Merv Adams
Jeff Payne
David Southern
Bob Gough
Allan Forster
Pat Walsh
Ted Short
Hans Milton
Bob O‘Brien
Peter Clarke
Ray Pritchard/Ian Roseby
Ross Watch

1984 - 1985
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President

David Southern
Hans Milton
Bob Greeney
Ted Short
Ray Pritchard
Merv Adams
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Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Michael Johnson
Garry Baker
Ross Watch
Graham Ayre
Steve Papas/John Carter
Fyfe Bygrave/Wally Scott
Pat Walsh

1985 - 1986
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Bob Greeney
Ross Watch
Vern Davies
Jack Fitzpatrick
Ian Roseby
David Southern
John Lott
Brian Daniell
Phillip McElligott
Max Klemke
Bob Gough/Vic Crittenden
Garry Baker/Pat Walsh
John Carter

1986 - 1987
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Director at Large
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

Vern Davies
Ross Watch
Harold Wall
Merv Adams
Ian Roseby
Bob Greeney
Phillip McElligott
David Southern
Bob Ivey
Max Klemke
Jack Fitzpatrick
Steve Papas/John McGee
Les Heaton/Jim Manning
John Carter

1987 - 1988
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure

Harold Wall/Merv Adams
Vic Crittenden
Ross Watch
Merv Adams
Ian Roseby
Vern Davies
David Townsend
Bob Ivey
Les Heaton
Russ Mears
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Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

John Denyer
Jim Manning/Les Wood
Alan Dexter

1988 - 1989
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Director Youth Service
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors
Fellowship

Ross Watch
Peter Kain
Ian Roseby
Merv Adams
Peter Wilden
Merv Adams
Bob Ivey
Hans Milton
John McGee
Steve Papas
John Sheldrick
Bob Greeney and Alan Anderson
Bob Greeney
Rod Gardiner & Fyfe Bygrave
Les Wood

1989 - 1990
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Fellowship

Ian Roseby
Peter Kain
Peter Wilden
Alan Anderson
Bob Greeney
Ross Watch
Fyfe Bygrave
Phillip McElligott
John Sheldrick
Rod Gardiner
Russ Mears
John McGee
Allan Bennett & Pat Walsh
Jack Fitzpatrick
Les Wood

1990 - 1991
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service

Peter Wilden
David Townsend
John Sheldrick
Phil McElligott
Bob Greeney
Ian Roseby
John Carter
Peter Kain
Rod Gardiner
George Ellem
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Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Fellowship

Jack Fitzpatrick
Jim Reynolds
John McGee and Allan Bennett
Bill Daw
Allan Bennett, John McGee and Les Wood

1991 - 1992
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor

John Sheldrick
David Townsend
Rod Gardiner
Philip McElligott
Bob Greeney
Peter Wilden
John Carter
Geoff Snowdon
Peter Kain
George Ellem
Jack Fitzpatrick
Jim Reynolds
Allan Bennett
Leo Farrelly

1992 - 1993
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Services
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Collection of Art

Rod Gardiner
Jim Reynolds
David Townsend
Bob Greeney
Bob Clarke
John Sheldrick
John Carter
Geoff Snowdon
Ken Stone
Don Bennetts
John Denyer
Peter Kain
Allan Bennett
Peter Wilden
Hans Milton/Phil McElligott/Rod Gardiner

1993 - 1994
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service

David Townsend
Jim Reynolds
Hans Milton
Jack Fitzpatrick
Bob Clarke
Rod Gardiner
Don Bennetts
Bill Coomans
Ken Stone
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Director Youth Services
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Collection of Art

Geoff Snowdon
John Denyer
Peter Wilden
Bob Singleton and Allan Bennett
Hugh Best
Hans Milton/Phil McElligott

1994 - 1995
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
ANG Liaison

Jack Fitzpatrick
Jim Reynolds
Peter Kain
Alan Anderson
Bob Clarke
David Townsend
Ken Stone
Ian Collins
Paul O‘Connor
Geoff Snowdon
Leo Farrelly
John Carter
Peter Baxter and Vic Crittenden
Allan Bennett
Hans Milton and Phil McElligott

1995 - 1996
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
ANG Liaison

Peter Kain
Hugh Best
Bob Greeney
Rod Gardiner and Merv Adams
Jim Reynolds
Jack Fitzpatrick
Ian Collins
John van Waterschoot
Lynton Dixon
Geoff Snowdon
Don Bennetts
George Ellem
Jack Fitzpatrick
George Sigley
Hans Milton, Phil McElligott and Peter Kain

1996 - 1997
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service

Bob Greeney
Hugh Best
George Ellem
Vern Davies and John Sheldrick
Jack Fitzpatrick
Peter Kain
John van Waterschoot
John Carter
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Director Community Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Director Youth Service
Serjeants at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors
Rotary Foundation

Lynton Dixon
Don Bennetts
Ian Collins
Wal Cooper and Ross Wickham
Allan Anderson
Rod Gardiner and Phil McElligott
John Sheldrick

1997 - 1998
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Membership
Rotary Foundation
Fellowship/Almoner

George Ellem
Helen Cooke
Geoff Snowden
David Southern and Peter Wilden
Jack Fitzpatrick
Bob Greeney
Neil James
John van Waterschoot
George Sigley
Peter Oldham
Don Bennetts
Wal Cooper
Directorate Roster
Duncan Jamieson
Judith Ellem
David Southern
Alan Bennett

1998 - 1999
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
Media Liaison
NGA Liaison
Fellowship/Almoner

John van Waterschoot
Helen Cooke
Paul O‘Connor
David Southern and Rod Gardiner
Duncan Jamieson
George Ellem
Neil James
Rod Menzies
George Sigley
Peter Oldham
Hugh Best
Michael Stuart-Watt
Club Service
Brian Carr
Peter Kain
John Carter
Phil McElligott
Alan Bennett
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1999 - 2000
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
Media Liaison
Fellowship/Almoner

Paul O‘Connor
Peter Oldham
Ross Wickham
Peter Wilden and John Sheldrick
Duncan Jamieson
John van Waterschoot
Margaret Harvey
Phillip McElligott
Judith Ellem
David Southern
Hugh Best
Rod Menzies
Jack Fitzpatrick
Chris Cooper
Jack Fitzpatrick
John Carter
Alan Bennett

2000-2001
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
Fellowship/Almoner
Media Liaison
NGA Liaison
Public Officer

Ross Wickham
Peter Oldham
Judith Ellem
John Carter and Wal Cooper
Bob Clarke
Warren Karle
Paul O‘Connor
Brian Carr
Lynton Dixon
Ruben Larzabal
Rod Menzies
Don McFeat
Jim Reynolds
David Bennison
Tony Trumble
Jack Fitzpatrick
Alan Bennett
John Carter
Phil McElligott
Bob Greeney

2001-2002
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service

Judith Ellem
George Ellem
Duncan Jamieson
David Southern and John Carter
Bob Clarke
Ross Wickham
John Carter
Gillian McFeat

269
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant at Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
Fellowship/Almoner
NGA Liaison
Public Officer

Warren Karle
Rod Menzies
Don Bennetts
Fred Fawke
David Bennison
Tony Trumble
Jack Fitzpatrick
Alan Bennett
Phil McElligott
Bob Greeney

2002-2003
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
NGA Liaison
Almoner
Public Officer

Duncan Jamieson
Rod Menzies
Gillian McFeat
Peter Kain
John van Waterschoot
Judith Ellem
Bob Clarke
Don McFeat
Warren Karle
Mary Cruickshank
David Bennison
Peter Oldham
Jack Fitzpatrick
Bob Greeney
Phil McElligott
Allan Bennett
Bob Greeney

2003-2004
President
Secretary
President Elect
Vice-President
Treasurers
Immediate Past President
Director Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
NGA Liaison
Public Officer

Gillian McFeat
Peter Oldham
John Sheldrick
David Southern
John van Waterschoot and Rod Menzies
Duncan Jamieson
Fred Fawke
Tony Trumble
Don McFeat
Rod Gardiner
Mary Cruickshank
David Bennison
Jim Reynolds
Duncan Jamieson
Col Fuller/Peter Kain
Phil McElligott
Bob Greeney
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2004-2005
President
Vice-President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Program
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Membership
Public Officer

John Sheldrick
Peter Wilden
Cherilyn Carey
Peter Oldham
Keith Orkney
Gillian McFeat
Tony Trumble
Rob Butcher
David Harvey
Mary Cruickshank
David Bennison
John Stockbridge
Graham Hedgecoe
Paula Chadderton
Col Fuller
Fred Fawke and Colin Bradford
Duncan Jamieson

2005-2006
President
Secretary
President Elect
Vice-President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors
Program of activities
Membership
Public Officer

Peter Oldham
Tony Trumble
Fred Fawke
Duncan Jamieson
Keith Orkney
John Sheldrick
Rod Menzies
Tom Floro
Rob Butcher
David Harvey
Cherilyn Carey
David Bennison
Rod Gardiner
Des Walsh
Len Glare and Peter Kain
Ross Wickham
Colin Bradford
Duncan Jamieson

2006-2007
President
Secretary
President Elect
Vice-President
Treasurers
Immediate Past President
Director Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service

Fred Fawke
Tony Trumble
Warren Karle
Peter Kain
John van Waterschoot and Theresa Dickinson
Peter Oldham
Paula Chadderton
Mary Cruickshank
Colin Bradford
Len Glare
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Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editors
Almoner
Public Officer

David Southern
Des Walsh
Duncan Jamieson
Rod Menzies and Lynton Dixon
Paula Chadderton/ John van Waterschoot
Brian Daniell
Duncan Jamieson/Bob Greeney

2007-2008
President
Secretary
President Elect
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
Director Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
National Gallery Liaison
Club History
Public Officer

Warren Karle
Rod Gardiner
Tony Trumble
Peter Kain & Ross Wickham
Bob Clarke
Fred Fawke
Bob Greeney
Teresa Dickinson
Colin Bradford
Len Glare
Lynton Dixon
Des Walsh
David Bennison
Margaret North & Sam Huang
Warren Karle
Ross Wickham
Peter Oldham
John Sheldrick & Peter Oldham
Bob Greeney

2008-2009
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
National Gallery Liaison
Club History
Public Officer

Tony Trumble
Rod Gardiner
Len Glare
Bob Greeney
Bob Clarke
Warren Karle
Laurel Sayers
Colin Bradford
Les Baxter
Lynton Dixon
Jim Reynolds
Leo Farrelly
Marta Avila-Klapp and Peter Oldham
Haida Passos and John van Waterschoot
Peter Oldham and David Bennison
John Sheldrick & Peter Oldham
Bob Greeney
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2009-2010
President
Secretary
President Elect
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Past President
Director + Club Service
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director Youth Service
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Serjeant-at-Arms
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Rotary Foundation
National Gallery Liaison
Club History
Almoner
Public Officer

Len Glare
Des Walsh
Rod Menzies
Peter Oldham and Ross Wickham
John Stockbridge
Tony Trumble
Laurel Sayers
Bob Greeney
Rod Gardiner
Les Baxter
Michael King
David Bennison
Leo Farrelly
Greg Cameron
John van Waterschoot
Peter Oldham
Peter Oldham and David Bennison
John Sheldrick & Peter Oldham
Mary Cruickshank
Bob Greeney

2010-2011
President
Secretary
President Elect + Club Service
Vice-Presidents
Treasurer
Past President
Director Vocational Service
Director International Service
Director Community Service
Director New Generations
Director Trash ‗N‘ Treasure
Attendance
Bulletin Editor
Serjeant-at-Arms
Program Coordinator
Rotary Foundation
National Gallery Liaison
Public Relations
Club History
Almoner/Family of Rotary Chair
Public Officer

Rod Menzies
Des Walsh
Lynton Dixon
Bob Greeney and Peter Oldham
Teresa Dickinson
Len Glare
Neil James
Rod Gardiner
Mary Cruickshank
Michael King
Peter Kain
Greg Cameron
Haida Passos and John van Waterschoot
Colin Bradford
Warren Karle
Peter Oldham
Peter Oldham and David Bennison
Wal Cooper
John Sheldrick & Peter Oldham
Mary Cruickshank
Bob Greeney
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Annex D
Chronology of Significant Events in the
Rotary Club of Belconnen
DATE
21 November 1970
3 February 1971
3 February 1971
11 February 1971
17 February 1971
17 March 1971
Saturday 17 April 1971
4 August 1971
24 November 1971
25-27 February 1972
Sunday 1 September
1974
September 1976

3 May 1977.

Saturday 20 August
1977
March 17-19, 1978
1979
22 – 24 February 1980
23 July 1981
August 1982

EVENT
First Bulletin of the proposed Rotary Club of CanberraBelconnen issued.
First full meeting of the provisional Rotary Club of
Canberra-Belconnen.
First Rotary Banner presented to the Club by Len O‘Gilvie
from the Rotary Club of Sandy Bay, Tasmania
Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen Chartered.
First Club Assembly held.
First Ladies Night held.
Club Charter night dinner.
First meeting held with another Rotary Club – the Rotary
Club of Canberra-Woden, at the Deakin Inn.
First collection of non-milled coins was made with the sum
of $2.78 raised for the Rotary Foundation.
First major project undertaken by the Club. Assembling
and then selling show bags at the Canberra Show.
Trash & Treasure Market commenced operation with 25
stalls at the Jamison Centre car park.
Club‘s first exchange student, Darragh Lee Stone from
Seattle, U.S.A. welcomed. Host families were Bob and
Barbara Maidment, Garry and Shirley Baker, Bruce and
Lois Sharp and Alan and Helen Anderson. Attended
Hawker College.
Decision taken to establish the Provisional Club of
Canberra Ginninderra to meet on Tuesday nights at the
Belconnen Way Hotel. First meeting to be held 9 May
1977.
Charter Presentation dinner for Rotary Club of CanberraGinninderra at the Belconnen Way Hotel.
First District 971 Annual Conference held at Belconnen
(CCAE).
RYPEN proposed by David Southern at a President‘s
Workshop.
First RYPEN Seminar held at the Green Hills Conference
Centre.
Club becomes incorporated.
Meeting venue moved from the Canberra College of
Advanced Education to the Jamison Inn.
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DATE
16 May 1983
July 1984

23 November 1988
4 July 1989
18 November 1989
9 May 1990

30 May 1990
21 November 1990
1991
1 September 1993
17 September 1995
25 October 1995

23 February 1996
17 April 1996
22 June 1996
June 1997
5 June 2000

16 November 2005
14 June 2006
16 March 2007
10 February 2010
17 April 2011

EVENT
First Probus Club in Belconnen is sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Canberra-Belconnen and meets for first time.
Hazel Hawke, wife of Australian Prime Minister Bob
Hawke, opens Crisis Accommodation Centre at Canberra
Hospital.
Dinner held to celebrate raising of first $1 million at Trash
and Treasure. Guest speaker was Senator Janine Haines.
First meeting of the Provisional Rotary Club of Hall
organised by the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen.
Charter Presentation dinner for the Rotary Club of Hall.
Secret ballot held for the admission of female members to
the Club. A majority of members voted to accept women
members from this date.
Meeting venue moved from Jamison Inn to the Belconnen
Soccer Club at the Belconnen Way Motel.
New Club banner with Telecom Tower and white
background agreed by the Club membership.
Booklet on history and development of the Rotary Club of
Canberra-Belconnen by Hans Milton issued.
Membership approves name change of the Club to the
Rotary Club of Belconnen ACT Inc.
21st Anniversary of T ‗n‘ T celebrated with a Gala Day at
the Jamison Market.
First female member inducted into the Rotary Club of
Belconnen. Helen Cooke, partner of member Hugh Best,
with classification of Government Administration Health.
Turning of the first sod at Calvary Project by Chief
Minister Kate Carnell.
Rotary Club of Belconnen 25th Anniversary dinner at The
Abbey, Federation Square.
Rotary Cottage at Calvary Hospital opened by Governor
General Sir William Deane.
RC of Belconnen joins 14 other Clubs as a ―One Thousand
Dollar‖ Club on the Honour Roll of the AFHRF.
Club signs a Memorandum of Understanding with the
ANU to establish three bursaries annually of $1,000.00
each to be awarded in perpetuity and was recognised by the
ANU as a Distinguished Member of the Endowment for
Excellence.
Cultural visit to the People‘s Republic of China Embassy.
Club website www.belconnenrotary.org.au goes live.
Opening of extension to Rotary Cottage at Calvary
Hospital by Sir William Deane.
Meeting venue moved from the Belconnen Soccer Club to
the Southern Cross Club, Jamison
Fortieth Birthday of the Rotary Club of Belconnen.

275

Annex E
Rotary Exchange Students hosted/sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Belconnen
YEAR

NAME OF
STUDENT
1977/1978 Darragh Lee Stone
(Club‘s first
exchange student.
1979/1980 Patti Calzada

INBOUND
FROM
Seattle, U.S.A.

NAME OF
STUDENT
Sue Robey

OUTBOUND
TO
Indonesia

Mexico

1980/1981 Kimiyo Haruki
1982/1983

Tokyo, Japan

West
Germany
Japan
South Africa

1983/1984 Lauren de Chalain

Johannesburg,
South Africa
Portland,
Oregon, U.S.A.
Sao Paulo,
Brazil
Durban, South
Africa
Sao Paulo,
Brazil

Michelle
Regan
Karyn Smith
Samantha
Anderson
Dominic Zaal
Michelle
Carfrae
Sean Kain

Washington
State, U.S.A.
West
Germany
Finland

1984/1985 Anita Garlock
1985/1986 Eduardo Germani
1986/1987 Lindsay Mann
1987/1988 Cesar Galli
1988/1989

Penny Hoyle

1989/1990 Akari Kawase

Yokkaichi,
Japan

1990/1991 Inga Osberghaus
and
Jan Willem Geenen

Cologne,
Germany
Pinetown, Natal,
South Africa
St Gallen,
Switzerland

1991/1992 Dominik Tanner

1992/1993 Momo Yamagata
and Jennifer Locke

Megan
Gardiner
Jenny Griffin

Japan
Canada

Jacquie
Mendl and
Angela Daw
Melanie Kyle

South Africa

Japan
Washington,
USA
Japan
Denmark
Germany

Lishia Corr

Brazil

Justine
Summons
and Nicole
Purser
Petra
McFarlane
and Annie
Schmidt

Germany

Amy
Connelan
Lyndal
Osborne

Denmark

Japan
Germany
Sweden

1993/1994
1995/1996 Hannah Svensson
1996/1997 David Smith

Vinslov,
Sweden
Washington
State, USA

Belgium
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1997/1998 Putriana Damayanty

Semerang,
Indonesia

1998/1999
1999/2000 Mica Umino

Japan

2000/2001
2002/2003 Reuben Gutierrez
2003/2004 Sonja Heller

Venezuela
Finland

2005/2006 Klemens Ferschli

Nestelbach,
Austria

2006/2007
2007/2008 Angielynne Dalin

Chase, British
Columbia,
Canada

2008/2009 Oskar Mikaelsson

Sweden

2009/2010 Rikiya Ueno

Yuni, Japan

Demelza
Newlove
Jennifer
Farrelly
Zoe
Greenaway &
Sally Ryan
Mardi
Templeton

Argentina

Carla
Wynnik
Megan
Volmari and
Brittany
Wolfhagen

USA

Gabi
Dowling and
Steven
Trumble
Joshua
Parsons

Austria

Japan

Thailand
Canada
Norway

Canada
Brazil

Turkey
Sweden
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Annex F
Rotary Foundation/Ambassadorial Scholars hosted/sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Belconnen
YEAR

INBOUND
FROM
Japan

LIVING/STUDYING
AT
Bruce Hall, ANU

1976
1990
1992
1993

NAME OF
STUDENT
Masatoshi
Yamamoto
Janet Dibb
Lois Frazier
Tom Spahr
Terri McBride

California, USA
California, USA
USA
Montana, USA

1995

Graeme Palmer

Scotland

1997
1998

Kathy Heldorfer
Daniel Chivra

Bancroft, USA
Los Angeles, USA

1999
2005

Fumiko Ota
Shu-Lin Yeh

Japan
Taiwan

CCAE
Bruce Hall, ANU
Bruce Hall, ANU
University House,
ANU
University House,
ANU
UC
University House,
ANU
UC
University House,
ANU

2006
2008

Yuka Tsukagushi
Ashleigh Barnes
and Mary Beth
Brown

Japan
Georgia, USA

Parul Sharma

India

1974

2009

YEAR

Alabama, USA

1975
1993

NAME OF
STUDENT
Michael Molloy
Simon Rickard

OUTBOUND
TO
USA
The Hague,
Netherlands

1995
1999/2000

Louisa Megale
Haida Passos

United Kingdom
France

University House,
ANU
University House,
ANU
University House,
ANU

STUDYING AT

Koninklijk
Conservatorium Voor
Muziek
York University
University of
Besençon

278

Annex G
Background to the Trash & Treasure Project
At this time of the Club‘s history (2008) it is probably safe to state that the Rotary
Club of Belconnen‘s Trash & Treasure Market, which is held on every Sunday of the
year (unless Christmas Day, should this fall on a Sunday), is a cultural institution in
Canberra. An icon, worth all the effort that every member of the Belconnen Rotary
Club, and several other Canberra Rotary Clubs, participates in.
The market was the brain-child of Canberra-Belconnen Rotary Club member and then
President, Ron Morrison, in 1971 who had observed a similar market run by the
Rockdale, N.S.W., APEX Club. Our Club embraced the idea and the market began
operation on the 1 September 1974 at the Jamison Centre car-park, and has operated
every Sunday since then, unless inclement weather intervenes, or Christmas Day falls
on a Sunday.
The original objectives of the Club were to:


Raise money for disbursement to various worthy community organisations.



Provide a means by which community organisations could raise money for
themselves.



Provide an outlet for cottage industry products.



Generate a carnival atmosphere in an area which would otherwise be deserted
on a Sunday.

Following discussions with the Department of Territories and Local Government, and
extensive consultation with the traders within the Jamison Centre shopping complex,
the Rotary Club of Canberra-Belconnen was permitted to fence off a defined area of
the Jamison Centre car park each Sunday, initially from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and with an
area of about 50 stall spaces (essentially a car parking spot) available to vendors at $3
each. Visitors to the market were requested to pay 20 cents each. Opening times
changed occasionally until now it is now 5.45 a.m. until 1 p.m. The fence consisted,
and still does, of transportable plastic fences of varying lengths and is set up before
the official commencing opening time by the Rotary team on duty that morning; when
the market closes the fences are dismantled and stored in the Rotary caravan which is
located on site. All the Rotary labour is of a voluntary nature and the hours of
opening are split into two shifts, with the OIC for the day providing the continuity by
being present for both shifts. The siting of the market has also changed a couple of
times over the years, due to the market‘s expansion and, more recently, expansion of
the Jamison Centre itself, but the Jamison car park is still utilized. The number of
spaces has grown dramatically from the 90 stall spaces first offered, and is now in the
order of 390. Even so, at prime times of the year, vendors take up spaces well before
6 a.m. on a Sunday morning, many before dawn and some even parking overnight.
Bargaining for choice items can be observed before the market officially opens with
early bargain hunters scouring the market using torches.
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The ACT Government‘s Planning & Land Authority administers the Agreement on
behalf of the ACT Government and regularly sends Rangers to check compliance with
the Agreement. As well, parking inspectors and the Federal Police keep a friendly
eye on goings on.

-------------------------------------||----------------------------------
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Annex H
ROTARY CLUB OF BELCONNEN - DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS RAISED THROUGH T&T
SEPT 1974
JULY
to JUNE
1995 to
JULY 1996
1995
ORGANISATION
JUNE
to JUNE
$
1996
1997
$
$
AAIB
1000.00
ACROD
1,400.00
ACT Cancer Society
2,025.00
2,100.00
ACT Council for the Aging
3,780.00
100
ACT Debating Society
500.00
ACT Fair Share
280.00
ACT Helicopter Rescue Service
10319.95
ACT Hospice Society
4030.00
1214.00
750.00
ACT Police Drug Squad
580.00
ACT Rostrum
600.00
ACT School Leavers Book
665.00
ACT Society for the Physically Handicapped
3000.00
ACTOSS
750.00
Advertising
2463.00
Alpen Girl Guides
150.00
Ambassadorial Scholarships
2983.96
Ainslie Village
1200.00
ARHRF Art Books
4100.00
5000.00
Arthritis Foundation
1000.00
100.00
Assist with Fiji Exchange
400.00
Australia Heart/Lung Club
100.00
Australia Remembers
500.00
Australia/New Zealand Environmental Society
1000.00
Australian Medic Alert
185.00
Australian National Eisteddfod
200.00
Bangkok South School Project
1000.00
Battens Disease Group
1000.00
Belconnen Community Centre Information Book
2000.00
Belconnen Community Service
3111.00
1100.00
Belconnen CYSS
5000.00
Belconnen Musicians
1000.00
Belconnen Senior Citizens
1300.00
Belconnen Youth Centre
540.00
Bethel House
1000.00
320.00
BHP Science Summer School
770.00
Binalong SES
2300.00
Birrilee Children’s Hospital
1600.00
Blind Society for the ACT
2400.00
100.00
Blue Folk
500.00
Books for Samoa
2271.00
Botanical Gardens Wheel Chair
1130.00
Bruce Fitness Track
4000.00
Bruce Hall
700.00
400.00
Bruce Hall Bursaries
33960.00
6000.00
6000.00
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SEPT 1974
JULY
to JUNE
1995 to
JULY 1996
ORGANISATION
1995
JUNE
to JUNE
$
1996
1997
$
$
Bruce Hostel
700.00
Bruce TAFE Creche
1000.00
Bushfire Appeal Victoria
2696.00
Caloola Farm
3000.00
Calvary Hospital
4264.00
Calvary Hospital - Rotary Cottage
1500.00 112682.45
10903.95
Cambodian School Project
1000.00
Camp Quality
2489.00
Camps for the Blind in India
2600.00
Canberra Association for Regional Development
1100.00
Canberra Ballet
2271.00
Canberra Blind Society
2710.00
Canberra City Band
1000.00
Canberra Community Housing for Young People
399.00
Canberra Deaf Children
800.00
Canberra Hospital
7555.00
Canberra Hospital Rooms
16475.00
Canberra Lifeline
5626.00
Canberra Nursing Home
2500.00
Canberra Refuge
14356.00
Canberra Youth Orchestra
1500.00
1000.00
Cancer Research
1000.00
Cancer Research Fund
50.00
Carabos (Philippines)
1000.00
CARE (Australia)
500.00
Careers 79
599.00
Careforce (Bethel House)
2500.00
CCHYPS Support Furniture
8637.67
Centre for Conductive Education
2000.00
CES/Youth Employment Project
1200.00
China Visit
262.00
Chinese Barefoot Doctor
4060.00
Christmas Hampers
12000.00
10803.68
11500.00
CIT Apprenticeships
161.00
CIT Bursaries
2232.00
530.50
CIT Simon Worrell Fees
320.00
Citizens Advocacy
1000.00
Civic Youth Centre
580.00
Community Aid Abroad
74.00
Craft Council of the ACT
1000.00
Cranleigh School
1962.00
100.00
Cystic Fibrosis Society
10500.00
100.00
Dairy Flat Education Project
8150.00
DARE
2447.00
Darwin Cyclone Appeal
831.00
DG’s Community Support Fund
4902.63
Diabetes Association
1235.00
400.00
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SEPT 1974
JULY
to JUNE
1995 to
JULY 1996
ORGANISATION
1995
JUNE
to JUNE
$
1996
1997
$
$
District Community Fund
500.00
2709.00
Downes Syndrome
1250.00
Dr Barnardo
10000.00
Duke of Edinburgh Awards
1000.00
Epilepsy Association of NSW
150.00
500.00
Family assistance Air conditioning Katavic family
900.00
Flood Appeal Victoria
5000.00
Food Appeal for Christmas
80.00
Francis Xavier School Outward Bound
1200.00
Fraser Primary School computer
2063.00
Fred Hollows Foundation
750.00
Ginninderra Gardens Nursing Home Appeal
4000.00
Ginninderra High School
1200.00
Giralang Combined Playgroups
1000.00
Girrawheen Lodge
80000.00
Goodwin Homes
27489.00
GSE visit
150.00
Guide Dogs for the Blind
1634.00
Heart Foundation
2500.00
Hoist for disabled (D Duffy)
2750.00
Holder High School
621.00
Homeless Youth
30000.00
Horton House Appeal
2000.00
Indian Flood Relief
1003.00
Indonesian Children Support
1320.00
International Service Printing
44.75
IPAC
8800.00
IYY
100.00
John Curtin School
9875.00
John Knight Rehabilitation Centre
8200.00
Kalparrin Home
999.00
100.00
Karinya House Mothers/Babies Trust Fund
1000.00
King Leggett Awards
165.20
Koomarri
30832.00
253.76
2800.00
Lake Ginninderra Playground
10000.00
Legacy
550.00
Leukaemia Research
1700.00
Life Education
3000.00
1100.00
Lifeline
1800.00
100.00
Lyneham High School
1000.00
Malkarra Special School
12500.00
Marriage Guidance
1000.00
Masonic Homes
5118.00
Measles Campaign
1000.00
Merimbula Tornado Appeal
1000.00
Mexican/Australian Flags
92.50
Microsearch
39500.00
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SEPT 1974
JULY
to JUNE
1995 to
JULY 1996
ORGANISATION
1995
JUNE
to June
$
1996
1997
$
$
Migraine Research
4100.00
Mrs Sargent
360.00
Multiple Sclerosis Society
3932.00
100.00
National Art Collection
10600.00
2000.00
5000.00
National Brain Injury Foundation
500.00
National Heart Foundation
21365.00
National Sling Day Appeal
175.00
Noahs Ark Toy Library
500.00
North Belconnen Community Association
400.00
North Belconnen Landcare Group
850.00
450.00
Northside Community Service
500.00
Oombulgarri Aboriginals
500.00
Open Family
500.00
2000.00
Other Recipients not listed
398386.00
105.00
Outreach
1074.00
Pall Care Nursing
200.00
Peer Support Drug Abuse
1000.00
Pegasus Riding School for Handicapped
1750.00
100.00
Pride of Workmanship Awards
472.50
Pinnacle Environment
3000.00
Police Blue Light Discos
2000.00
Police Operation Paradox
54.00
Polio plus
7942.00
Pregnancy Support Scheme
4100.00
Print Handicapped Radio
6959.00
2100.00
Questacon
2900.00
RAWCS Project 85
550.00
Radio RPH
2000.00
Red Cross
21787.00
Rotaract
200.00
100.00
Rotary Answering Service
65.00
96.00
Rotary Cottage
136,000.00
Rotary Club Canberra North Share
49601.00
Rotary Club Canberra Ginninderra Share
66028.00
29455.58
1650.63
Rotary Club Canberra East Share
39342.00
Rotary Club Hall Share
26610.00
9664.78
Rotary Club Weston Creek Share
44618.00
Rotary Foundation
25628.00
6400.00
3780.00
Rotary Health Research Fund
26127.00
5000.00
Rotary Overseas Aid to Indonesia
550.00
Rotary Overseas Youth Exchanges
42311.30
3938.01
975.00
Royal Blind Society
1500.00
Royal Flying Doctor Service
500.00
1000.00
RYLA
1600.00
2334.82
1020.00
RYPEN
807.90
301.95
Sacred Heart School
200.00
Salvation Army
52318.25
400.00
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SEPT 1974
JULY 1995
JULY 1996
to JUNE
to JUNE
to JUNE
ORGANISATION
1995
1996
1997
$
$
$
Salvation Army in Indonesia
1900.00
Salvation Army in PNG
750.00
School Projects Belconnen
16454.00
Schools - Discretionary Fund
27850.00
3150.00
650.00
Scouts
2550.00
900.00
200.00
Scullin Learning Centre
2050.00
SIDS ACT
1000.00
100.00
Singer at Senior Citizen Homes
2800.00
1560.00
450.00
Small Business Seminar
1250.00
Smile for Life – Life Education
300.00
Smith Family
63205.25
2494.00
Smith Family Camp
370.00
500.00
South African School
2500.00
Southpaw Stroke Club
500.00
Speech Typewriter
1748.00
Spina Bifida Association
3500.00
St Francis Xavier
50.00
600.00
St Johns Ambulance
9200.00
St Vincent de Paul
39505.25
100.00
Sudden Infant Death Society
1000.00
Sunrise Club - McGuirk Computer
500.00
Support for Community Education
400.00
Sylvia Curley Flag Pole
380.00
Technical Aid for the Disabled
100.00
300.00
500.00
Toys for the Disadvantaged
900.00
Trash & Treasure Business Name
198.00
Trash & Treasure Transfer / running costs
5641.40
3334.82
1048.07
Trash & Treasure Birthday
1019.27
Trash & Treasure cleaning
2600.00
8500.00
4400.00
Trees for 2000
250.00
Triple T Peer Support
1148.00
600.00
USSR Group Exchange
1000.00
Variety bash for kids
50.00
Venturers Crowajigalong
250.00
Vocation Service Awards
100.00
188.50
Woden Special School
5000.00
Woden Valley Hospital Amateur Radio
1500.00
Woden Valley Hospital Rooms
14400.00
Womens' Refuge
938.00
Work Experience Exchanges
22955.00
World Vision
5475.00
YMCA
7970.00
Young Endeavour
1800.00
Young Music Bursaries
449.95
Youth Adventure Holidays
2795.00
Youth Camp Boromba
185.00
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ROTARY CLUB OF BELCONNEN - DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS RAISED THROUGH T&T
SEPT 1974
JULY 1995
JULY 1996
to JUNE
to JUNE
to JUNE
1995
1996
1997
$
$
$
TOTAL AMOUNTS DISBURSED
1708531.53
375735.84
93037.81

Later Years Income/Disbursements from Trash and Treasure
(some figures estimated)
ROTARY YEAR
1997/98
1998/99
1999/2000
2000/01
2001/02
2002/03
2003/04
2004/05
2005/06
2006/07
2007/08
2008/09
2009/10
2010/11 (part)
TOTALS

INCOME
$
156,717.08
146,842.93
145,953.79
155,705.00
165,647.00
184,886.49
187,810.40
209,767.35
197,317.82
193,328.00
196,134.00
183,330.96
168,713.93
112,000.00
2,421,142.57

DISBURSEMENTS
$
138,745.00
101,000.00
134,000.00
79,472.61
140,000.00
188,389.97
162,006.42
166,814.82
171,059.31
269,307.95
178,671.00
181,102.44
213,396.43
95,000.00
2,218,965.95

An estimated grand total disbursed through funds raised at TnT since its
inception is $4,396,271.13. This probably equates in today’s dollars to
something in excess of $6 million.
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Annex I

District 9710
District Governors from the
Rotary Club of Belconnen
1981/82

Ted Armstrong

1987/88

Jack Fitzpatrick

2004/05

Bob Greeney
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Annex J
Paul Harris Fellowships Awarded to Members of
The Rotary Club of Belconnen
Adams, Merv
Anderson, Alan
Armstrong, Ted
Baker, Garry
Baxter, Les
Bennett, Allan
Bennetts, Don
Bennetts, Peter
Bennison, David
Bygrave, Fyfe
Carter, John
Clarke, Bob
Cooper, Wal
Cruickshank, Mary
Crittenden, Vic
Daniell, Brian
Davies, Vern
Denyer, John
Dixon, Lynton
Ellem, George
Ellem, Judith
Fawke, Fred
Ferguson, Mal
Fitzpatrick, Jack
Fuller, Colin
Gardiner, Rod
Glare, Len
Greeney, Bob
James, Neil
Jamieson, Duncan
Kain, Peter
Karle, Warren
McElligott, Phillip
McFeat, Don
McFeat, Gillian
Menzies, Rod
O‘Connor, Paul
Oldham, Peter
Purvis-Smith, Geoff
Reynolds, Jim
Roseby, Ian
Sayers, Ian
Sayers, Laurel
Sheldrick, John
Sigley, George
Soucek, Caroline
Southern, David
Stockbridge, John
Trumble, Tony
Walsh, Des
Van Waterschoot, John
Wickham, Ross
Wilden, Peter
Wood, Les
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Annex K

Snippets of information about some
Youth Programs
Rotary Youth Exchange Program
The major objective of the program is to further international goodwill and
understanding by enabling students to study at first hand some of the problems and
accomplishments of people in lands other than their own. It is an excellent starting
point for teaching young people cross-cultural sensitivity at an age when they are just
becoming truly aware of the world beyond their home communities. Applicants for
this program must be aged between 15 – 19 years and may be children of Rotarians.
Acceptance by the sponsoring Rotary Club is by interview and club introductions and
a District committee makes the final selection. Outbound students are responsible for
the provision of round-trip airfares, clothing, health insurance and incidentals. The
host Rotary club accepts the responsibility of food and lodging with arrangements
made for a regular monthly living allowance and school requirements. A Rotary
counsellor is appointed to coordinate activities as well as providing advisory and
counseling support.

CRA National Science Summer School
Aimed at the most capable science students about to enter Year 12 and who are
selected by Rotary Clubs to attend this program. About 200 young people come
together in Canberra for 2 weeks each January to participate in a series of discussions,
forums and visits to major research institutions. Students get the opportunity to talk
to leading scientists in their particular field of interest, observe the work and
conditions of scientists and find out about career opportunities. It allows the students
to mix and talk with their academic equals and often helps them focus on career
options.

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Started in 1959 when a group of young people met the Queen and Rotarians thought
that this meeting of youth should be continued. Aimed at young people aged between
18 to 25 years who show potential for leadership in their community and enhance
their personal development. It is a six day residential program and activities include
Look at Self, Theory of Leadership, Management Skills and a concert.

Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
Developed in 1979 by member of the Rotary Club of Canberra Belconnen, David
Southern. Aimed at young people who are middle achievers and aged about 14 to 17
years. A two day course that aims to communicate to these young people a series if
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ideas, problems and social experiences which will assist them in forming their own
values and moral standards, and to broaden their horizons culturally, socially and
academically.

Model United Nations Assembly
Rotary Model United Nations Assembly or MUNA is all about building bridges of
goodwill for world peace and understanding in the minds of our youth.
MUNA challenges our youth to respect and tolerate differences of race, religion and
nationalism whilst retaining their own individualism and the best of their national
traditions.
MUNA as a concept arose in North America from the desire of young people to
simulate the great debates of the United Nations Assembly.
The United Nations has given enthusiastic support for the ongoing growth of this very
worthwhile project for youth.
In 1989 President Royce Abbey of Melbourne placed MUNA on the World Youth
Activities Committee Agenda for Rotary International, and it was fitting that MUNA
was included as part of the Rotary International Conference conducted in Melbourne
in 1993.
MUNA is now coordinated locally by the Rotary Club of Canberra Sunrise and is held
annually at Old Parliament House. Students from all over Australia participate and
teams are allocated countries to represent, with a requirement that they research how
‗their‘ country would debate topics that are presented to them for discussion in the
formal setting of the old Federal Parliament Senate. Local Embassies and High
Commissions support research efforts. It has become a tradition that students visit the
Governor-General at Government House for afternoon tea. During debates, students
are dressed in the traditional manner of the country they are representing.

Science Experience (formerly Siemens Science Experience)
This is a national program that encourages students in Years 9 and 10 to consider
science, engineering and technology as interesting and worthwhile subject and career
choices. The programs are essentially 3 days of hands-on science fun and activities in
laboratories, with short interactive lectures in lecture theatres from prominent
scientists. Each program provides information on possible careers and future study
opportunities.
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The Honeywell Engineering Summer School
This program is designed for prospective engineering students to gain background
information into engineering courses at university and engineering careers. The camp
usually lasts for five days in which there are visits to various universities around
Sydney and Wollongong, as well as site visits to various companies to see modern
engineers in the workplace.

